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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

 

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.

 

And above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.

 

This book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed."

— Genesis 32:28 (ESV)rword
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The narrative of Jacob exemplifies a profound struggle that transcends generations and delves into the depths of the human experience. In From Deceiver to Destiny, we explore Jacob's life, showcasing both his flaws and challenges alongside his eventual triumphs. His life was marked by deception, betrayal, and heartache, but it also showcased a significant journey of transformation and purpose.

Jacob's life began with a struggle as he held onto his twin brother Esau's heel, marked by his constant pursuit of birthrights, blessings, and recognition. In many ways, his journey resonates with our own. How often do we grasp at aspirations—seeking success, validation, and comfort—believing that our efforts alone can secure our futures? How often do we find ourselves in struggle, only to realize that surrendering to God's will is what we really need?

This book reveals a man who, at times, appeared distant from the person he was meant to become. This realization highlights the strength of Jacob's story: God doesn't abandon him despite his deceit and helped him grow from his shortcomings. Divine guidance steered Jacob through his failures and into a promising future, just as it does for each of us.

Deceiver to Destiny encapsulates the essence of Jacob's metamorphosis. It describes how God transformed a flawed man, seen as unworthy by the world, into the leader of a great nation. Jacob was the patriarch of the twelve tribes of Israel, the lineage from which the Messiah emerged.

This isn't merely a story of ancient times; it’s a tale that reflects our own. Each of us has faced moments of deception, whether as deceivers or the deceived. Yet, like Jacob, we are always within the embrace of God's grace. His vision for us surpasses our failures. He sees potential in us that we may not realize, working hard through our struggles to help us achieve our future.

As you read From Deceiver to Destiny, I invite you to contemplate your own life's journey. Where have you witnessed God transform your weaknesses into strengths? How has He utilized your missteps for a greater purpose? Like Jacob, you are being molded for something far more magnificent than you may realize.

May this book inspire you to trust in the journey, to cling to God even when it feels as though you are grappling with Him. For through the wrestling, in the struggle, we undergo transformation—and ultimately, we are guided toward our destiny.

With gratitude for the journey we share,

Pastor Peter Kit Wan Ku

April 25, 2025
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Preface


[image: ]




The journey of From Deception to Destiny has been a long-awaited experience, not just for me as the author, but for the remarkable man whose life we are about to explore, i.e. Jacob. 

As I began to explore Jacob's life in the Book of Genesis, I was captivated by his intricate nature. He defies the typical image of a biblical hero. Jacob embodies flaws, deceit, and struggles; yet, despite his imperfections, God chose him. Through the tumult and challenges of Jacob's life, God orchestrated a destiny that would alter the course of history. His metamorphosis from a cunning trickster to the patriarch of a nation is truly miraculous.

However, it wasn't just Jacob's tale that resonated with me—it was the reflection of our own journeys within his experiences. We have encountered moments when we desperately seek control, striving to navigate our paths, often resulting in disappointment. Like Jacob, many of us grapple with doubts, failures, and unfulfilled aspirations. Yet, in His boundless grace, God meets us amid our mess, transforms our lives, and guides us toward a destiny that surpasses our wildest dreams.

This book explores Jacob's life and highlights God's transformative power. We inhabit a world that frequently glorifies achievement, success, and self-sufficiency—qualities Jacob displayed in abundance. Yet, his story revealed a powerful truth: God’s work in us transcends merely attaining perfection or eliminating flaws. It showcased His capacity to mold us through our flaws, using our vulnerabilities for His greater purpose.

In From Deceiver to Destiny, I hope you see more than a man's struggle with God. I want you to witness a God who wrestles with us and never let us go. This book is dedicated to anyone who has ever felt unworthy, faced failure, or battled with their faith. It is for those yearning for redemption and hope amid their struggles.

I invite you to accompany me through the chapters of Jacob’s journey. May it inspire and challenge you, reminding you that no matter how far you stray or how difficult the struggle, God's calling and purpose for your life remain unchanged. Your destiny, like Jacob's, await full realization, and they are infinitely greater than we could ever envision. 

Shalom and may God bless you in your journey of faith! 

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh

April 25, 2025
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This is an excellent study guide and devotional, Tony Paradis.

Dr. Koh writes in a clear and concise manner. He knows the subject matter and is an expert in theology, Jenn Bailey.

Koh's diligent exegesis and analysis transport readers into this transformative story, offering timely lessons for those seeking God's guidance, Tejas Kali.

Dr. Andrew reminds us of what God expects of us and offers insightful and thought-provoking questions regarding our works as Christian, Danalle Paterson.

You will get a better understanding with some background information, and make you think about how you yourself are in your life, Ellen Ebieze.

A simple and easy-to-read explanation of the story of Jacob's life. This is very good for the casual Bible reader. Deborah.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh's approach breathes new life into biblical scripture and makes it relatable for modern readers.  As he makes comparisons to his life, we are able to look inside our own souls. PAR.

Jacob's story is such an interesting tale and Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh brings it to life in a modern world for the reader to enjoy and understand, Rowan E Creech.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh has become one of my favorite authors. If you are curious about Jacob and want to read it accurately, read this book, Tiffany Townsend.

A great book to read and study and helps readers of all ages, Sharmani Jeyaram.

Interesting commentary on the life of Jacob with additional applications for our lives after each chapter, Malgorzata Bernas.

A great study guide and a great time to reflect on where my life is heading. I recommend this book for a deeper understanding of Jacob, Kevin Booker.

Can be used as a bible study or for devotion, Margarita Bailey.
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Introduction
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The Hebrew for Genesis is Bereshit, which means “beginning.” Genesis is the book of beginnings: the beginning of the universe, the beginning of creation, the beginning of humanity, the beginning of life, the beginning of sin, the beginning of death, and so on. There are many firsts in Genesis: the first human being, the first marriage, the first sin, the first death, the first murder, and so on. When you read the book of Genesis, watch out for all the firsts. The book of Genesis can be divided into two sections: section 1 is Genesis 1–11, primeval history from Adam to Abraham; and section 2 is Genesis 12–50, patriarchal history from Abraham to Joseph. This book covers only Genesis 26–36, the narrative of the life, adventures, and faith journey of Jacob. 

Genre, author, and recipients

The genre of Genesis is historical narrative and chronological genealogy. The author of Genesis is believed to be Moses, who also authored Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These five books are collectively called the Pentateuch. The recipients were the Israelites of the wilderness wandering from Exodus to Deuteronomy.
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Chapter 1

Genesis 26: Déjà Vu
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Isaac did exactly what his father Abraham did one hundred years before. Isaac faced a famine, left Canaan, and went to settle in Gerar. The sins of the father had visited the son of the next generation.

Verses 1–5, 1 There was a famine in the land, in addition to the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, to Gerar. 2 Yahweh appeared to him, and said, “Don’t go down into Egypt. Live in the land I will tell you about. 3 Live in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you. For I will give to you, and to your offspring, all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to Abraham your father. 4 I will multiply your offspring as the stars of the sky and will give all these lands to your offspring. In your offspring, all the nations of the earth will be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my requirements, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

Reflection

Just as there was a famine during Abraham’s time, there was another famine during Isaac’s time. Just like his father, Abraham, Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar. Isaac did not have the faith to believe that the LORD would provide for him even in a famine. 

The LORD appeared to Isaac and told him to stay in Canaan and not to go down to Egypt like his father, Abraham. The LORD reconfirmed the Abrahamic covenant with Isaac because of Abraham’s obedience. 

The LORD gave Isaac four promises: personal blessing, land ownership, posterity, and being a channel of universal blessing to all the nations of the world. 

Abimelech is a title and not a name. This Abimelech was not the Abimelech that Abraham went to. Abimelech in Hebrew means “father of a king.” 

Verses 6–9, 6 Isaac lived in Gerar. 7 The men of the place asked him about his wife. He said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say, “My wife,” lest, he thought, “the men of the place might kill me for Rebekah because she is beautiful to look at.” 8 When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was caressing Rebekah, his wife. 9 Abimelech called Isaac, and said, “Behold, surely, she is your wife. Why did you say, ‘She is my sister?’” Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I die because of her.’”

Reflection

Isaac did not go as far as Egypt but settled down in Gerar, a Philistine town in the Gaza area. Gerar in Hebrew means “lodging-place.” Isaac exhibited the same weakness as his father Abraham. He was afraid that the Philistines would kill him because Rebekah was very beautiful. 

He told Abimelech that he and Rebekah were brother and sister. After some time, Abimelech saw Isaac caressing Rebekah intimately and knew that Rebekah was Isaac’s wife. Abimelech confronted Isaac and rebuked him for lying to him. 

Verses 10–14, 10 Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt on us!” 11 Abimelech commanded all the people, saying, “He who touches this man or his wife will surely be put to death.” 12 Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year one hundred times what he planted. Yahweh blessed him. 13 The man grew great, and grew more and more until he became very great. 14 He had possessions of flocks, possessions of herds, and a great household. The Philistines envied him. 
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