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Parenting for me has had its ups and downs. It's not what I planned or expected when I started thinking about my future 20 years ago. I've been open about the struggles in this fatherhood journey. I've been open about not really having a relationship with my father, even though we lived together. He spent more time making it complicated. I appreciate my mom and dad, but there were many things they weren't good at. For whatever reason, I've always been a different type of thinker, and was pretty mature for my age. So, I took their flaws and used them as learning lessons. It felt like I raised myself when it came to life lessons.

When I became a parent, I wanted to do things differently than they did. I wanted to be hands-on all the way in my kid(s) journey. My dad wasn't an open person. He didn't talk about his feelings. He didn't really share any life experiences. He didn't ask questions, wanting to know what's going on in my life and if there was anything he could do to help me. Like I said, I was a mature teen, so I understood that's who he was, so it didn't really bother me. Would it have been nice to have him do those things? Sure. But it is what it is. So, for me, I've made sure my bond is as strong as possible with my daughters. I continue to evolve as a parent. I'm not perfect and have made plenty of mistakes. I've had struggles being the same dad with my son as I am with my daughters. Some of those things were out of my control.

As a parent, I've been willing to be vulnerable and transparent. Being open and honest. I don't pretend to know everything and am comfortable admitting mistakes or saying I was wrong. I show emotions. I'm supportive. We learn together and grow together. Whatever they go through in life, I want to be on that journey with them. They may feel a certain way about something. Or make a decision that they feel is best for them at the time. I'm willing to understand their thoughts and feelings; that is important. I might not always like or agree when they do something. But going through that experience with them can be impactful for both sides. Remembering, it's not always about what I want or think they should do. Just because I'm an adult doesn't mean it's always, do what I say, and I know what's best for you. A lot of parents lose their kids that way.

Angela and I probably aren't like most parents. Even our co-parenting is unconventional. As we got older, we evolved in the way we raised the kids, and we learned things along the way. We believe the best way to teach the kids is to be real with them. Some topics need to be discussed in a more delicate way than others, but that doesn't mean avoiding talking about them and teaching them in ways they might be able to understand. Whether it's an experience we've personally been through in our life or using current events going on in society, these important lessons are useful for them to learn. Teaching them as many important lessons at home has been very beneficial. We can all learn from each other; even some adults can use these lessons as well. So, I wanted to write this book to share with people some of the life lessons I talked about with my kids. I don’t know how long I’ll be on this earth. But hopefully my legacy will be known as someone who tried to do the right things in life, and that I taught lessons that were impactful.

​​​​​
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Financial Literacy
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In our society, money is important. How you make it, save it, spend it, invest it, etc. I really didn't start to learn about finances until I moved in with my dad and grandmother when I was 13 years old. The first thing my grandmother did was give me my grandfather's old wallet, which I still have now. It might be 50 years old. When she gave it to me, the first thing she showed me was putting money in order, putting the small bills first. Then she gave me an old checkbook and showed me how to fill it out and do examples as if I were paying bills, buying groceries, and other things. When my dad opened my savings account, she showed me how to keep track of the money I put in and take out in my bank booklet.

When I started working at 14, my dad made me put most of my money in my savings account, and it started adding up. Before I lived with him, he would always give me $5 when he dropped me off back home. Most of the time I went to our neighborhood grocery store, and I used most of the $5 to buy junk food each time. Unfortunately, my mom wasn't good with finances, so when I lived with her, I didn't have money adding up in a savings account, and she didn't teach me valuable lessons about saving money. By the time I moved with my dad, I probably could've had at least $250 saved up. From 14 to 18 years old, living with them, I ended up having thousands of dollars in my savings account.

For most of my life, I've always been curious about learning new things on my own. So, around 16 years old. I became interested in entrepreneurship and looking for ways to make money. I probably had the most money out of all of my friends. I was a hard worker and had a different mindset from the rest of them. I worked three jobs together in high school. I worked for the Toledo Mud Hens as an usher, so in addition to my hourly wage, I made a lot of money in tips. My paycheck went into my savings account, and I kept my tips. I never told my dad how much I made in tips. I had to keep some money for myself. I worked delivering flyers for a construction company, where I made cash. Most of it had to go into my savings account.

I worked at Kids' Foot Locker at the mall as a stocker. Most of my money had to go into my savings account, but I had a side hustle where I used my discount to buy shoes for my friends. I would make $10 each from them, so I made an extra $100 most of the time. After school, my best friend and I would deliver flyers for a pizza place in our neighborhood. The owner paid us in cash and gave us free food. I never told my dad about that job. Again, I wanted more money for myself. My dad was authoritarian and held me back a lot from accomplishing more. I value independence; if I'm doing positive things, there is no need for him to hold me back as much as he did. I've talked about that in one of my other books.

Unfortunately, as a teenager, there were many times I was forced to stay in the house. I couldn't go out with my friends or even spend time with other family members as much as I should have been able to. I was trapped in the house a lot. I could've just sat around doing nothing or wasting time on stupid things like a lot of teenagers do. But I would spend a lot of time reading and researching anything that was interesting to me. I studied entrepreneurs and business opportunities most of the time. I bought newspapers like USA Today and the Wall Street Journal, looking at business sections, stock market reports, and anything to do with finance. I bought Small Business Opportunities (SBO) magazine. I would research websites to learn about different businesses. During the winter, I didn't work my jobs, but I still wanted to make money. 

So, I was looking for ways to make money since my dad didn't let me work. I came across a website a dad created; he made a downloadable course to start businesses for kids that he uses with his son. His son had a candy business and bought it bulk like stores do and sold it individually. I read step-by-step what they did. I'm like, 'That's simple. I can do that.' I used some of the cash I stashed away from my side hustles as seed money. I also bought a PO Box at the post office by our house. The benefits of having siblings who are way older than me are that they can get things for me when I can't. So, my sister got the box for me. I also got it because my grandmother would open my mail and sometimes wouldn't give it to me. Even important things like scholarship opportunities. This is what I mean when I say they do things that go overboard and hold me back. So, I had to find ways to thrive without their interference.

I bought candy, chips, and snacks in bulk. I thought about getting a storage unit that's in our neighborhood right by the school, but I decided I'd use an extra locker at the school for as long as I could to store my inventory. I sold things at a cheaper price than the vending machines. I did well with that business. It gave me experience running a business and increased my interest in being an entrepreneur as an adult. I strongly considered wanting to own a record label. I studied people like Berry Gordy, Russell Simmons, Master P, P. Diddy, Brian and Ronald Williams, Dame Dash, and Suge Knight. Seeing how they started their labels and learning about their journey. Eventually, I became interested in broadcasting, and my dream was to own a radio station one day. There was a man named Charlie Chuck who owned the local hip-hop and R&B radio station in our city. He also invested in fast-food franchises. He was making at least a million dollars a year. I would be happy if I had similar success.

With my kids, I wanted to plant the seeds of early learning about finances so they can be ahead of the game, and by the time they're adults, financially, they'll be in a good position. But also learn valuable financial lessons. I remember seeing a news report where I saw a teacher talking about how students shouldn't learn financial literacy in high school. Every reason he gave was ridiculous, and he had a defeated attitude, like teaching kids wasn't even worth it because they don't care about "adult things." I disagree with that opinion; that's an important time to learn. The poll was 51% agreeing with the teacher. Most people don't seem to realize that as soon as someone turns 18, a lot of times they're already ruining their financial future with student loans, and they'll spend the rest of their lives trying to pay them back. I learned by junior year of high school that developing a plan to avoid that was the smartest thing to do. So, looking for ways to have school paid for me was the best option. 

During my internship at the radio station, I talked with various people about tips about a career in radio. Each person said that experience is what is valued most in this industry. I kept that in mind, and that's when I decided that for what I wanted to do, going to broadcasting school was the better option. Spending a year or two full-time where I'm focusing on everything that deals with industry is a better use of time than going to college for 4 years to get a communication degree and probably having to take out loans to help pay for school, since my dad said he wasn't going to help me (of course). So, when I had opportunities to have broadcasting school paid for, I took it. It was one of the best decisions of my life, especially looking back 20 years later. Now it seems like everyone wants to be in the industry. I would've been mad had I spent years and taken out loans for a communications degree, just to end up in the same place as everyone else who didn't go to school for it. There are millions of podcasts, YouTube channels, and people hired by networks that have no experience.

I know many people who took out student loans, didn't finish school, had no idea what they wanted to do for a career, and just went to college because that's what society expects you to do. Having well-thought-out plans is important. Being prepared for your future is important. You should do everything possible to avoid pitfalls. Learn lessons early, when it won't cost you, instead of having to figure it out in the moment. So, to me, yes, young people should learn about financial literacy in many ways.

Just like I learned about finances and entrepreneurship as a teenager by actually running my own business and having side hustles, I wanted them to do the same. I'm at least around to be able to guide them with assistance if they need it. But for the most part, I want them to go through it on their own and gain experience. A friend of mine has many vending machine route locations. Our gift to them was to buy them some of his existing locations. We followed him around for a month, learning how he runs the business. They had to learn how to do each job themselves. Learn about taxes, insurance, a vendor's license, etc. Even though it was in their mom's name, this was basically their business to run. So, part of the lesson was to learn every aspect. They each had their own responsibilities at different locations. Buying and restocking products, setting prices, collecting money, performing maintenance checks, cleaning machines, and keeping track of finances. This gave them the real experience to consistently learn about cash flow, profits, and losses. Working together as a team, figuring out ideas on how to increase sales and possibly even expand if they're ready for it. They worked less hours than teenagers that work at stores and restaurants.

They even ended up learning unexpected lessons, like all of us during the pandemic. Certain locations made more money during the pandemic; one of the locations didn't make any money in 2020. For a few years, they gained valuable experience running a business, making consistent money, and earning a profit when they decided they wanted to sell the routes. A mother named Charlise Freeman gifted her 16-year-old son three rental properties that were already generating revenue. "The purpose of me giving them to him so young is so I can teach him and hopefully by the time he is fully ready, I can let him go, but this is something that we can do together," Freeman said. I was happy to see that story. Some people will say kids are too young to handle these things. I think it depends on who it is. There are many responsible teenagers. If you're setting standards and preparing them the right way, give them a chance to handle things, and be there to assist them if needed.

​​
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Brittney Griner & Viktor Bout


[image: ]




On February 17, 2022, Brittney Griner was detained at a Russian airport as she arrived in the country to play basketball for Ekaterinburg. She had packed hashish oil in her bag. She said she had no intention of bringing the drug into Russia. My daughter Ashley is a Brittney Griner fan and wanted to know what was going on. So, like I always try to do, I wanted to try to turn this into a lesson while explaining the full details. The first lesson was to always be careful how you pack and double-check if you have everything you need or if you accidentally have something you shouldn't bring. That second part is extremely important, especially when going to another country. Many people have said she was wrongfully detained. If she did what she was accused of and admitted to it, she's not wrongfully detained. She unfortunately broke their laws. It would most likely happen in the United States, Canada, Australia, or many other countries; bringing in things you shouldn't, will cause problems for you. Whether we agree with it or not, she gave them an opportunity to target her to be detained. Now, there's possibly a case to be made that they wanted to use this opportunity to get something in return from the United States for someone like Viktor Bout. Since the United States went after him first.

So, who is Viktor Bout? This is where researching, studying, and learning becomes important. If you just believe what the media or the government tells you, you can be misled. During one of my many curious deep dive research sessions, I learned some things about Viktor Bout a few years before he was mentioned in the Brittney Griner situation. He's labeled as the 'Merchant of Death.' It seems like an extreme title, especially coming from British politicians and the United States, who could be considered the same thing. The U.S. government and military arm terrorists all the time; they've done so many horrific things here and in other countries. They don't get held accountable for it. But the moment other people do something they don't like or can't control, they try to take over. They go into other countries, getting involved when most times it's not their right under the guise of "diplomacy" when it's usually warmongering. They put sanctions on people to try to destroy them. The U.S. military has done so many unnecessary interventions that I've lost count. The U.S. has over 750 military bases around the world. Russia has like 16. China has 1. U.S. propaganda wants to keep convincing people Russia and China are ones trying to take over the world and invade other places.

A lot of people in the United States don't want to believe the truth about the United States government, military, CIA, FBI, etc. But history shows they are hypocrites and sometimes the ones doing the most corrupt things, but they try to project themselves to others. The British government is right along with them doing it.

Going back to Viktor Bout, though, he's accused of being this evil arms dealer that had to be stopped. He had a cargo freight company and was willing to meet with people who needed his assistance. He came to the aid of the people of Angola. He supported the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) during the Soviet Union years. He had experience working with the Soviet military. The Soviet Union has a history of supporting freedom fighters. Whether it was Black people in the United States, Palestinians, people in Central America, Africa, and other places. He "allegedly" helped arrange for the Soviet Union to send weapons to the people of Angola to fight against the United States-backed terrorists. Angola needed help to defend itself from the apartheid South African government. There's no clear evidence that Viktor was directly involved with the arrangement. 

U.S. agents were sent to pretend to be FARC rebels; he met with them on March 6, 2008. These were hypothetical discussions in Thailand about a potential business deal. He wanted to sell his two planes; he didn't go into the meeting looking to sell weapons. Anybody that knows anything about sting operations know, the informants and pawns will keep pressing to get the person to slip up. They basically kept pressing for him to include weapons in the deal, he finally falls for the trap.

U.S. and Thai agents arrested him. Russia and Thailand fought extradition to the United States for two years. In November 2010, U.S. officials took him from Thailand to the United States. They gave him a trial he had no chance of winning and held him in U.S. federal prison for 10 years. They basically set him up to kidnap him. They didn't prove he did anything wrong. Despite what we're told, there isn't any legitimate evidence that he broke U.S. laws. It's not even entrapment. FARC weren’t considered terrorists in Thailand. The U.S. had no right to take Viktor Bout; he wasn't even in the United States. All these conspiracy charges about him wanting to help with the murders of U.S. people was ridiculous. It goes back to my point that they do whatever they want.

The media and government can create narratives and propaganda against anyone, and it can stick the more they promote it and convince people that it's true. So, calling someone the 'Merchant of Death' on news broadcasts, in publications, and in movies makes it more appealing. It's interesting that the 'Merchant of Death' suddenly isn't so bad if he's willing to provide information. He was offered freedom for information. His family could get visas, they could live in the United States, but he didn't have anything to give them. 

The world was convinced that he was the evil enemy that needed to be stopped. But if he gives us the information on the Russian government and Vladimir Putin we want, then he's not so bad. It's ridiculous. I'm not saying that Viktor Bout is a saint and has never done anything wrong. But in this specific situation, the U.S. found a way to go after someone when they didn't like what he was doing. Then it turns into Russia going after Brittney Griner and potentially giving her 10 years in prison for something that many of us agree is something minor, especially for a first-time offender. Some people say it was an uneven trade. But both became political pawns and ended up being used as trading assets. Notice how the U.S. government or the media don't call Raytheon, Lockheed Martin, or Erik Prince and Blackwater the "Merchant of Death"? Because they're associated with them, it makes what they do okay. But someone like Viktor needs to be stopped. If he's really such a dangerous threat, why were they willing to let him go? Because we know it's B.S.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Real-life
[.essons

Lance D.
Williams





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





