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The Unexpected Legacy
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The taxi pulled up to an ornate iron gate, rusted with time but still imposing. Beyond it, a winding driveway snaked through a tamed jungle of rhododendrons and climbing roses, leading to a stately silhouette: Amber Villa. Clara, at thirty-two, gazed at the sight with a mix of fascination and apprehension. The letter, arriving out of the blue three weeks prior, had turned her quiet life as a graphic designer in Paris upside down. A distant aunt, whose name was barely familiar, had named her the sole heiress of a property she had never seen.

“Is this it, miss?” the driver asked, a dubious look on his face.

“This is it,” Clara replied, forcing a smile. She grabbed her small suitcase and handbag. The air here was different, fresher, imbued with the scent of pine and damp earth. The small town of Val-Ombré, nestled between sea and forest, was a striking contrast to the Parisian hustle.
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