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            CELEBRATING THE COMING OF JESUS

          

        

      

    

    
      Most Christians and their churches celebrate Christmas to commemorate Jesus coming to earth as a baby. And many build up to Christmas by observing Advent—the time that precedes our Savior’s birth.

      This book is designed to guide us in this important season as we celebrate Jesus.

      In doing so, we’ll take a holistic approach so we can better appreciate the coming of our Savior to earth. We’ll center on the gospel accounts in the Bible, giving primary attention to the beloved passage from the beginning of the book of Luke. Then we’ll incorporate Old Testament prophecy about the coming Messiah to deepen our understanding. Along the way we’ll tap into our imagination to better see things from the perspective of Mary and Joseph.

      The goal is to consider Jesus’s arrival from several different vantages to offer a comprehensive Advent devotional. And for maximum flexibility, there are options to fit your preferences and schedule. Here’s why:

      Traditionally, Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas.

      As a result, Advent can start as early as November 27 or as late as December 3. This means that the length of Advent varies from 22 to 28 days.

      It ends with the celebration of Jesus’s birth on December 25, even though this date is one of convenience and probably does not mark Jesus’s actual birth.

      In this devotional we’ll celebrate the arrival of Jesus for all twenty-eight days of Advent. You can start on November 27, regardless of the year’s calendar. Or begin on whatever date marks the beginning of Advent for the current year.

      We’ll build up to the grand culmination of Jesus’s birth.

      Then, if you want more, continue the celebration past Christmas to Epiphany on January 6, which traditionally marks the coming of the Magi to celebrate Jesus. This event serves as a fitting conclusion to the Christmas story.

      To cover all the essential parts of the story, we’ll compress some parts of our timeline and expand others. For example, we’ll look at Jesus’s birth for five days, not just on Christmas. And we’ll do the same for Epiphany.

      The result is a comprehensive devotional that celebrates Jesus coming to earth as an infant who grows up to save humanity. May God speak to you through this book during the Advent season and beyond.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            NOVEMBER 27: IN THE BEGINNING

          

          JOHN 1:1–13

        

      

    

    
      
        
        In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)

      

      

      

      Let’s start at the beginning. Jesus’s story doesn’t open with his birth. It doesn’t begin at the announcement of his conception. And it doesn’t start with the Old Testament prophecies that foretell the coming Messiah. To start at the beginning, we must go back even further.

      From our perspective, Jesus’s story begins at creation, at the dawn of time. He was there. All things that were made, were made by him. This means that Jesus is not only our Savior, but also our Creator.

      The apostle John’s poetic biography of Jesus makes this clear. Without Jesus, we and the world we live in wouldn’t exist.

      John opens his epic book with the words “In the beginning.” Interestingly, the opening passage in the Bible, from Genesis, also starts with this phrase: “In the beginning.”

      Yet in Genesis there’s a fourth word: God. As in “In the beginning, God.” Though in Genesis we might wonder if God refers to Father God or God as Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), John confirms that Jesus was there and played an integral part in the formation of our reality. (And the Holy Spirit’s presence is implied as well in Genesis 1:2.)

      Whereas Genesis opens with “In the beginning, God,” John opens with “In the beginning was the Word.” This doesn’t reference the written word of God (Scripture) or the spoken word of God (the Holy Spirit), but God himself. In actuality, Jesus is the Word of God.

      As the Word of God—both Creator and Savior—Jesus embodies life. His life shines brightly in the darkness to all people so that they may believe and receive him. In doing so they become children of God. We may become children of God.

      John establishes Jesus’s presence at creation. Yet this is not his beginning either, but merely the earliest account where we see him at work. As eternal God, Jesus precedes our world as timeless and immortal, without beginning or end. He is everlasting, coming to us from infinity past and lasting with us into infinity future.

      Yet despite all that he is, he condescends to humble himself and enter our physical reality as a helpless baby so that he may one day save us.

      

      Do we celebrate Jesus as both our Creator and our Savior? Have we received him and become children of God? (See John 1:12–13.)

      

      Prayer: Thank you, Jesus, for who you are and what you did. May we always remember this and to celebrate all that you’ve done for us—and are doing.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            NOVEMBER 28: THE COMING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

          

          MARK 1:1–3

        

      

    

    
      
        
        The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. (Mark 1:1)

      

      

      

      Like the books of Genesis and John, which open with the phrase “In the beginning,” Mark takes a similar approach. But he’s more succinct, simply saying, “The beginning.” This brevity seems appropriate, given that Mark’s biography of Jesus is the shortest and most concise of the four.

      Mark opens by making it clear what he’s writing about. He wants to tell his audience about the beginning of the good news of Jesus, who comes into the world to save the world as their Messiah. He is the Son of God.

      Mark confirms his premise by citing Old Testament prophecy. He names Isaiah as the writer of the passage he quotes. This is only partially correct: Malachi wrote the first part and Isaiah penned the second.

      While we might want to criticize Mark for his lack of precision, it’s unlikely he had a copy of the scroll of Isaiah’s prophetic words to consult. Instead, he relied on his memory or the recollection of others who had memorized much of the Old Testament.

      The point isn’t that Mark only partially cites the source of his material. The more critical element is that he does correctly quote Scripture, albeit from two separate passages instead of one. Referencing two sources, however, strengthens the veracity of his teaching, with both Isaiah and Malachi standing in agreement about what is to come.

      Contrary to what we might expect, however, these two separate passages aren’t about Jesus. Instead, they’re about John the Baptist, who will arrive on the scene before Jesus. Although only about six months older than Jesus, John will grow up to precede him and prepare the way for him.

      John will facilitate Jesus’s ministry by challenging people to think about what they’ve done wrong and point them to the Messiah as the solution to their shortcomings (their sins).

      John will make the path to Jesus straight.

      

      If we had only our memory to rely upon, how much of the Bible would we know? What can we do to point people to Jesus?

      

      Prayer: Lord, show us and inspire us to hide your word in our heart (Psalm 119:11). Strengthen us to go out into the world and tell others about Jesus.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            NOVEMBER 29: MALACHI’S PROPHECY: PREPARE THE WAY, PART 1

          

          MALACHI 2:17–3:5

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.” (Malachi 3:1)
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