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Introduction. 


This is a collection of useful activities for those hopeful people out there who ever wondered if they could Write anything. Here is some Common and Uncommon Sense for taking control of your Writing. From the reasons you may want to write to the challenges of Formatting, you’ll find a little bit of everything here.

This collection is a personal one. The concepts are to help you discover the pleasures of becoming a Writer. It begins with the questions of the whys and hows of becoming a writer. There are some personal accounts scattered within the text to help illustrate concepts and their meanings. I hope you enjoy the reading.
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Chapter One. Why Do You Want To Write?
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“You've taken the first step into a larger world.” - Obi Wan Kenobi. Star Wars 1977.

So you want to be a Writer, eh? Congratulations. I'm serious. Researchers have well-documented the health effects of becoming a Writer. I won't dwell on it here, but suffice it to say writing is beneficial for your mental health, your physiology and perhaps even your bank account.
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“People say, ‘What advice do you have for people who want to be writers?’ I say, they don’t really need advice, they know they want to be writers, and they’re gonna do it. Those people who know that they really want to do this and are cut out for it, they know it.” -R.L. Stine

How do you know if you've got the makings of a Writer? A tough question. The only answer I can think of is I Don't Know. Only you know if you can be a Writer. It's not like you wanted to become a lawyer or a doctor. There are no master’s degrees in Writing. But the good news is, there are hundreds of classes, books and courses out there to teach you the basics. You might never need these things, but it's reassuring to know they are out there. You can always stop writing if it doesn't please you. But I'm willing to bet that you'll enjoy exploring what a Writer is, and how it will change your life.

We often consider writing a solitary activity. It's a perfect fit for loners, introverts and most curmudgeons. Everything about writing changed with the explosion of Social Media. Now, even the most camera-shy folks have their own podcasts. This is a good thing.

Today, these podcasts encourage Writers to mingle with other like-minded Writers, to share ideas, collaborate on a new project and even cross-sell each other's works. Places such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn have forums to discuss and complain about the Art of Writing. 

And Selling? There are Kindle, Kobo, Wattpad, Apple Ibooks, Barnes and Noble, Goodreads, Facebook and Draft2Digital. There are many more sites out there to sell your books online. I'd guess at least 100 of them. More pop up every month.
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But, getting back to the topic. Why do you want to Write? That's the question burning a hole in your mind. There are many answers, perhaps as many as there are people. Just to name a few:

Make a million dollars.

Show our relatives that we can write something others will love.

Win a major award.

Share our stories with others.

Make our family proud of us.

Entertain as many people as possible.

So many reasons. So many I haven't touched on. Are one of my choices one of yours? If not, give some thought to your inner reasons for pursuing a writing career.
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My personal reasons for Writing comes down to one thing. I love to tell stories. I've told them all my life. Some have even been true. Every one of my biographical tales has always included a little exaggeration of the true facts. I never have been able to help it and I still do it. This embellishing of actual events spurred on my Imagination, and I thought of What If? Situations. As a very young movie buff, I was drawn to fantasy and science fiction and horror films. All the possibilities to scare and entertain people, to explore scientific concepts To either move mankind forward or to destroy him. So many notions nourished my ever-expanding mind. 
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