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      Out with the old. In with the billionaire.

      

      Isabella’s mother plays matchmaker to pair her daughter up with the perfect Italian guy. But she already fell in love with “the one” years ago and then said goodbye when he broke her heart.

      During a snowstorm on New Year’s Eve, an unexpected visitor appears at Isabella’s party, forcing her to confront the past.

      Matteo says hello to the girl he could never forget and hopes they can start over in the new year.

      The old collides with the new in this sweet, contemporary romance when “ciao” means goodbye and hello.

      This novella is part of the Only Us Billionaire romance series. Each book stands alone, but reading them in order provides a deeper, richer experience. It is a sweet, “clean and wholesome” romance without swearing or mature content and contains a happily ever after.
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      Welcome reader! If you're new to my sweet and swoony romance world, you're in for a treat. This free novella is part of the Only Us Billionaire romance series. There are a total of seven books, including this novella. There's also a Christmas novella and five full-length books.

      In addition to this series, I have many more and primarily focus on small town, sweet romance in the romantic comedy, Christmas, and cowboy genres, hockey, firefighters, and romcom, though usually not all at once.

      What you'll always find in my books is clean content, faith-friendly stories that include overcoming challenges, provide inspiration, heartwarming and hopeful scenarios, and of course, happily ever afters.

      I hope you get something refreshing to drink, curl up and get cozy, and find a happy escape in this sweet and swoony world.

      Happy reading!

      [image: heart suit]

      P.S. If you haven't already, sign up for my weekly love note newsletter to receive a FREE book. Go to EllieHall.com to get your copy and get ready for author updates, book deals, and lots more that'll make you smile.

      
        
          [image: Free book]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            1

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

          ISABELLA

        

        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

    

    
      Isabella spun in the full-length mirror. The gems and sequins on her dress sparkled. Her blond hair cascaded down her back in loose curls. She gave her reflection an air kiss, excited for the New Year’s Eve party. Only, she wasn’t leaving her Upper East Side apartment. The festivities were coming to her. She'd been planning for months and everything was going to be perfect: the décor, the guest list, the food, and drink.

      Her phone beeped with a text. It was from her friend Maya. Sorry, can’t make it. Bounty is sick with a tummy bug.

      Isabella sighed. So many of her friends were getting married, settling down, and having children—with names like Bounty, Clementine, and Daisy. Her mother would never let her get away with that.

      Porcellina, her long-haired cat, slinked across the vanity. “Well, at least if I become an old cat lady, you'll keep me company.” The cat bumped her hand, requesting a scratch behind the ears. Porcellina purred. “But I can’t pick you up because I'm wearing a gown.” With one last pat on the cat’s head, Isabella checked herself in the mirror again.

      It wasn’t that she was vain, but wanted to look her very best in case she met anyone who'd become that special someone. If not, her mother was going to try to marry her off to the first eligible bachelor. Isabella believed in true love, but love of any sort had been in short supply lately.

      Her phone beeped again. She grabbed it and, before looking at the incoming message, she said, “Porcellina, be a good girl and stay in here tonight. I don’t want you to escape.” She closed the door behind her. “Look at me; I'm talking to my cat. This can’t end well.”

      Her heels clicked on the wood floor as she strode down the hall to the living room. The text was from her hairstylist. He canceled, but he was nosy, always prodding her for gossip, so she didn’t count it as a huge loss.

      As she adjusted a few of the silver, black, and gold decorations along the mantle and shelves, her phone beeped yet again. Someone else flaked out. While she was replying, she got another text from someone concerned about the weather. She felt like typing, This is New York City. You can walk. But she came up with a more polite response.

      When her phone beeped for the fifth time, it occurred to her that they might be ditching her party for another, better one. The name Everly Corbett crashed into her mind. She swiped to her social and scrolled until she found her ex-friend’s page. There wasn’t anything new since the day before when Everly had posted a selfie. Figured.

      Isabella surveyed the room: the banners, balloons, streamers, and lighting were festive but tasteful, classy. Nevertheless, she felt the pressure to have the biggest and best party because Everly’s were always so popular. They'd been friends in high school, but all that had changed over time. Everly won the Christmas of that year, and by won, she'd sent out the invites in July. There was no way Isabella could compete with that. And she had to admit the fete was phenomenal with ice sculptures, a hot chocolate fountain, and swag bags filled to the brim. It was a lot to keep up with, and she'd sunk all her savings into this event so she could remain relevant in their circle. Sometimes she wondered if it even mattered, but it was New Year’s Eve. Perhaps her resolution would be to find some new friends—ones who didn’t care about parties and guest lists and gossip. Out with the old and all that. But she already felt lonely much of the time.

      Isabella gazed out the fifth-floor window at the evening sky. The clouds floating above the buildings seemed to glow. Yup, it was going to snow.

      At least she could count on Clara.

      She turned back to her phone to kill time before the caterers arrived and found her friend’s feed. Clara wasn’t like the others. They'd met at the shelter where Isabella had adopted Porcellina and hit it off. Clara was refreshingly funny, honest, and not caught up in the “Society circle" Isabella had grown up in.

      As she scrolled through her friend’s feed, Isabella’s mouth fell open. She was in London with L Ryder, the famous rock star. How did she miss that headline? She was about to call because this news was worthy of a voice-to-voice chat, but she realized it was already New Year’s Day there, well, early morning. Too early. She tossed the phone next to her on the couch only to have it ring.

      Her mother’s image filled the screen. At least it wasn’t another text from someone canceling.

      Angela Augustino’s voice trilled through the speaker. “Isabella, I have the best surprise. We’re going to brunch tomorrow with the perfect Italian boy.” Her mother gushed about how he was wealthy, established, and handsome before Isabella could get a word in.

      “I was planning on sleeping in tomorrow morning.”

      “Nonsense. This is a wonderful opportunity. Remember, you’re twenty-eight. The clock is ticking. I'd already had you when I was your age.” Her mother continued with her well-versed, pressure-filled speech to marry off her daughter.

      Isabella had done so much in her career in marketing, though she had to admit she wasn’t really looking forward to going back to work the day after next. She'd traveled extensively and looked great on paper with a sizable roster of successes. Wasn’t that enough? Her mother made her feel like a failure or like she was missing something. The hard truth was, they were both missing Pietro Augustino, Isabella’s dad. This was their first holiday season without him.

      Snow began to fall. There was a view of the glowing New Year’s ball in Times Square through the window. Well, the corner of the ball, sort of. The lights from Christmas still shone and were a bit magical.

      Her mother’s voice floated back to her. “I just want you to find the one.”

      “Right. The one.” However, Isabella had already found him and Everly took him from her, too.

      Isabella hurried her mother off the phone because she had to call the caterer. If they didn’t come soon, there wouldn’t be food.

      “Okay, but promise you'll meet us for brunch.”

      The doorbell rang.

      “Okay, promise got to go.” Hope flared inside. Someone had braved the coming storm.

      Isabella swung the door open. Her eyes widened and her mouth fell open.

      A tall, dark, and handsome man stood on the other side.
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