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Foreword

 


Many of the world’s top breeders have been
involved in contributing to this book, and once you’ve reached the
end, you will have all the information you need to make a
well-informed decision whether or not the Chow Chow is the breed
for you.

 


As an expert trainer and professional dog
whisperer, I would like to teach you the human side of the
equation, so you can learn how to think more like your dog and
eliminate behavioral problems with your Chow.

 


The first Chow Chow I met was Penny, a
strikingly beautiful red female and unusually large for her gender.
She belonged to an old friend who was returning to town, someone I
anticipated seeing often. I can’t say I was looking forward to
being in the dog’s company.

 


Everything I had heard about the breed made
me think of Chows as unpredictable dogs, but Sandy assured me that
was not the case. I was skeptical. Sandy made a point of greeting
me warmly in Penny’s presence, and the dog closely watched my
interactions with her human.

 


As Sandy and I sat and talked in the living
room, the dog lay at her feet watching me. The animal’s expression
was a study in neutrality, but I could have sworn she frowned at me
from time to time. Then, I didn’t know that the Chow “scowl” is a
trademark of the breed.

 


When Sandy told a funny story that made us
both laugh, Penny put her head down and went to sleep. Little did I
know the laughter Sandy and I shared sealed the deal for Penny. I
had passed the acceptance exam.

 


Penny was an extraordinarily well-behaved
animal, taking her every cue from Sandy. I had the impression Penny
watched the human world with tolerance on most days and outright
boredom on others. She went everywhere with Sandy, and never once
did I see the animal misbehave.

 


In time, Penny would lie at my feet and
accept the occasional pat. She seemed to enjoy conversation more,
looking at me gravely as I spoke. I fully expected her to answer me
some day. I came to respect that lovely red Chow greatly. She
taught me a distinct appreciation for her kind.

 


When Penny died, I thought we’d have to bury
Sandy as well. The woman’s grief for her constant and loyal
companion was deep and wrenching. That was ten years ago and Sandy
has not owned a dog since.

 


“Penny ruined me for other breeds,” Sandy
admits. “If I ever do decide to get another dog, it will have to be
a Chow, but I’m just not ready yet. She meant too much to me.”

 


The Chow Chow unfortunately suffers from a
number of misconceptions that have been perpetuated over the years.
In this book, we have involved true experts, many of whom have been
breeding the Chow for decades. Quite rightly, they will demystify
many of these false myths that continue to plague the Chow
Chow.

 


While this is an exceptional breed with
unique and endearing qualities, it is imperative that you
understand the things that make these dogs different and what they
will need from you in care and companionship before you proceed.
That is the purpose of this book.
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Chapter 1 - Meet the Chow Chow

 


The Chow Chow labors under a unique myth. All
dogs are descended from wolves, but a widely held belief suggests
the Chow traces his origin to an extinct bear species. The breed’s
heavy round features help to explain this assumption. They do
strongly resemble bear cubs.

 


Adherents of the bear theory, however, point
to more than appearance. Chows have blue tongues, a somewhat
stilted way of walking, and a unique effect on other dogs. Any
breed that comes into contact with a Chow immediately looks away or
prepares to go on the offensive. It seems as if other dogs are
making the statement, “You are not one of us.”
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Certainly the Chow has a unique demeanor.
Bright and intensely loyal to their masters, these aloof, serious
dogs thrive on routine. They gaze out at the world with studied and
quiet dignity and are reserved around strangers. As a result, the
breed can be fiercely protective of both people and property, and
has a reputation for aggression that is not wholly deserved. Chows
do best when kept by experienced, loving dog owners.

 


Here is a great story from Linda Fernandez of
Cherub Chows, which I think pretty much sums up the Chow Chow:

 


“Chows are beautiful dogs and so very loyal.
My Chows don’t take treats from strangers; it doesn’t matter how
good the treat is, they pretend they don’t see it or smell it. They
often don’t even look at the person with the treat. They could care
less really. They simply don’t take food from strangers. They also
won’t load or go any place with people they don’t know either. They
simply refuse to move.

 


“I sold a Chow as a puppy, and the man said
he wasn’t a good enough watchdog. He returned him to me when he was
two years old. The Chow sat where the guy left him every day for
over a month and waited. At the man’s house, he had got another
breed of dog to go with his older female Chow. She stopped eating
and refused to do anything her owner wanted. She sat and growled at
the other dog. She lost weight. The guy called me. I had his boy on
the front porch and he started crying before I could see the guy’s
pick up. I knew he was close. The truck hit the driveway and his
old girl leaped out and was up my steps in a heartbeat. That was a
true reunion and a great ending to what was a somewhat sad
tale.”

 


The History of the Chow Chow

 


Historical accounts place the origin of the
Chow in the Arctic region. The dogs migrated to China with
barbarian tribes in the 11th century BC. There are
accounts of large warrior dogs accompanying the invaders. The
animals are said to have looked like lions, had black tongues, and
easily attacked and killed humans.

 


Animals much like the Chow can be seen in
Chinese paintings and bronze sculptures. Unfortunately, however,
the written record is scant thanks to the Emperor Chin Shih, who
destroyed the bulk of the country’s literature in 225 BC.

 


What does remain describes dogs with large
broad heads, small eyes, and short muzzles. Their lips just
touched, rather than overlapped, accounting for an unusually aloof
expression.

 


The animals exhibited extreme devotion for
their masters, and fierce hostility toward strangers. Over time,
the dogs were trained as herders, hunters, home guardians, and were
also used as a food source. In Chinese slang, the word for
something edible is “chow.” It did not become illegal to sell and
consume dog meat in China until 1915.

 


In 1780, British seamen brought the first
Chows to England. In 1840, newspaper accounts reference the London
Zoological Park housing several specimens of the “wild dog of
China.” A black female Chow, Chinese Puzzle, imported directly from
her homeland, participated in the 1886 dog show at the Crystal
Palace.

 


The dog caught the attention of the
Marchioness of Huntley, who was subsequently given a Chow by the
Earl of Lonsdale. She immediately asked him to bring her more of
the dogs when he returned from his next trip to China.

 


Lady Huntley established a kennel using an
imported male named Periodot. Lady Granville Gordon started a
second kennel with one of Periodot’s daughters, Periodot II. Lady
Faudel-Phillips, Gordon’s daughter, then became one of the most
influential and important Chow breeders in England.

 


In 1896, the National Chow Chow Club of Great
Britain (NCCCGB) formed and drew up a breed standard. The club held
its first breed show later that year at Westminster with 54
entrants. The NCCCGB standard remains virtually unchanged to this
day and has served as the basis for every Chow breed standard used
around the world.

 


When Lady Gordon died, her daughter, Lady
Phillips, inherited all of her dogs. With her own dogs and those
left to her by her mother, Lady Phillips founded the Amwell Chow
Chow Kennel in 1919 that operated until her death in 1943.

 


Thanks to the patronage of wealthy and titled
fanciers, the dogs grew rapidly in number and quality. The
foundation created in the United Kingdom for excellence in Chow
bloodlines made it possible for the breed to be recognized and
valued around the world.

 


In the United States, the first Chow to be
exhibited at the Westminster Kennel Club appeared in the 1890
catalog. Mrs. Charles E. Proctor, who founded the Blue Dragon
Kennels in 1905, bred the first American champion Chow, Chinese
Chum.

 


The Chow Chow Club, Inc., the parent breed
club in the United States, was founded in 1906. After World War I,
interest in the breed accelerated quickly. This development was due
to the 30th president of the United States, Calvin
Coolidge. He assumed office in 1923 on the death of Warren G.
Harding, and he brought numerous pets to the White House, including
a Chow named Tiny Tim.

 


The increase in interest in the U.S. did not,
however, lead to the kind of quality kennels established in
England. The American market soon became inundated with poorly bred
animals that displayed a pronounced trait for ill temper.

 


Chows became seen in the popular perception
as untrustworthy, dangerous dogs that should not be kept as pets, a
stereotype Chow lovers have worked hard to dispel.

 


Notable owners who took a lead in
rehabilitating the public perception of the Chow in the second half
of the 20th century included Raymond and Valetta
Goschall, Joel Marston, Dr. Samuel Draper, and Pete and Howard
Kendall, among others. All bred Chows with excellent, companionable
temperaments.

 


As a result, the Chow is now among the most
popular of all companion breeds, valued for its intelligence and
devotion. The dogs need owners who will take the time to understand
their character, but when you can connect with a Chow’s unique way
of being in the world, there is no finer canine companion.

 


Breed Characteristics

 


The rounded, bearish appearance of the Chow
has, at times, worked against the breed. Unscrupulous “breeders”
that were little more than puppy mills concentrated on appearance
over temperament, creating a stereotype for viciousness that real
lovers of the breed have long labored to overcome.

 


Chow puppies really are the most adorable
balls of fluff imaginable, but appearance alone should not be your
reason to adopt this or any other breed. Chows may not be right for
a first-time dog owner, and even those with years of experience
want to go into their first Chow adoption well armed with
information.

 


Facial Expression

 


Chows have a distinct facial expression that
is often described as aloof, somber, or scowling. This breed,
unlike the Chinese Shar- Pei, should not have excessive loose skin
or wrinkling on the muzzle. Neither contributes to the unique
expression for which the breed is known.

 


The look is distinctly Chow, most evident in
individuals with red coats, and augmented by facial shading. The
scowl is not a sign of bad temper or anger and is in no way tied to
personality. Chows just simply look like they’re frowning!

 


Gait

 


The stifle joint on a Chow’s hind leg carries
only a slight bend and is straight in the hocks. This causes the
dogs to walk with a gait that might be described as stilted or
choppy. The animals take short, quick steps without putting the
hind legs far forward or backward. Imagine the motion as that of a
circus performer on stilts. This doesn’t prevent a Chow from moving
rapidly. The breed is also known for its stamina and endurance.

 


Physical Size

 


On average, Chows weigh 45-70 lbs. /
20.41-31.75 kg and stand 17-20 inches / 43.18-50.8 cm at the
withers. Females typically do not get larger than 55 lbs. / 25 kg.
All are classed as “medium” in size and should have a very
balanced, squared look. For instance, if a Chow stands 20 inches /
50.8 cm at the withers, his body length should also be 20 inches /
50.8 cm. The projected lifespan for the breed is 9-15 years.

 


Coat Type and Color

 


There are two Chow coat types, rough and
smooth. The longhaired or rough is the most common. Straight,
coarse guard hairs cover a soft, thick undercoat. The smooth-coated
variety has a hard, dense outer coat. Both are characterized by an
offset ruff at the neck that give the dogs their lion-like
appearance.
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There are five colors: red, black, cream,
blue, and cinnamon. In all coat colors except blue, the dog’s nose
must be black.

 


Although “red” is used as a blanket
term, it’s far too limiting for the range of shades seen in Chows.
The coats range from rich mahogany to a light gold with white
shading on the ruff, breechings, and tail. Without the shading, the
dogs are called “self reds,” and “shaded reds” if they are
present.

 


When the puppies are born, they are a kind
of mousy brown with a black mask. As the dog ages, the mask fades
and the red comes into the coat, generally starting much lighter
than the eventual adult tone. The nose should be black with no
spotting, and dark eyes are standard.

 


Although there’s little to explain about a
black dog, some Chows show silver shading on the breeching
or tails. It’s also possible for a black Chow to bleach if exposed
to excessive sunlight. This causes an ugly reddish “rusting.” The
puppies are born black.

 


Like the description of red, “cream”
also ranges across tones from almost white through ivory to near
butterscotch. Puppies are typically cream at birth, with light tan
on the ears and legs. They do not have dark masks, but their noses
often turn a liver color as they mature, which disqualifies them
from being shown in the USA (non-black nose color is allowed in the
rest of the world on a cream).

 


Blue might be more accurately
described as steel gray. Silver shading is often present, and the
overall tone may be very dark to a light silver gray. The hairs on
the muzzle and legs are generally frosted in a kind of “salt and
pepper” dusting. Blues will also rust in the sun and can have brown
shading as well. The blue is the only shade of Chow that does not
require the nose to be black. Both gray and slate noses are
allowed, but not brown.

 


The color called “cinnamon” or
“fawn” in the United Kingdom can be anything from light
beige tinged in gray or pink to a darker shade that almost
approaches a red hue. The coat doesn’t reproduce well when
photographed and is widely misunderstood. If a dog is a true
cinnamon, the muzzle will display a frosted mixture of light and
dark hairs. These dogs are often born silver, so they are easily
confused with blues. Puppies also have gray masks that disappear as
they age. The nose must be black.

 


Tail

 


Chows have tails that are thick at the root,
tapering to a tip. The tail is carried high and lies against the
back, creating one of the most decorative aspects of the overall
Chow “look.”

 


Tongue Color

 


A Chow’s tongue and mouth should be
blue-black. Pink or spotted tongues are a cause for
disqualification in show dogs. The only other breed that has this
characteristic is the Chow’s near relative, the Chinese
Shar-Pei.

 


At birth, Chow puppies have pink tongues that
should have darkened to blue-black by age 8-10 weeks. If splashes
of pink remain after that time, the dog will be classed as “pet
quality.” It is common for elderly Chows to lose tongue pigment as
they age. This is particularly true for dogs with cinnamon or blue
coats.

 


Eye Color

 


On Chows of all colors, the eyes should be as
dark as possible and deeply set in the face. Their shape should be
almond like. Note that in the United Kingdom, the breed standard
has been changed by consensus of the Chow Breed Clubs and the UK
Kennel Club to make eyes oval shape rather than almond to help
eradicate entropion.

 


The Chow Chow Puppy

 


Bringing a new puppy home is fun, even if the
memories you’re making include epic, puppy-generated messes! Young
dogs are a huge responsibility no matter how much you love them,
and they take a lot of work.

 


The first few weeks with any dog is an
important phase that shapes the animal’s adult behavior and
temperament. Every new pet owner hopes to have a well-mannered,
obedient, and happy companion.

 


With a Chow, that goal is easily attained.
They are exceptionally well-behaved pets. Even as young dogs, Chows
are not destructive. They don’t dig. They don’t bark, and they are
said to be born almost housebroken, they are so easy to train.

 


The major challenge in connecting with your
new Chow puppy is to think of him as being somewhat more like a cat
in his temperament. The term “aloof” is used a great deal in
reference to the breed, but there are many descriptive words of
equal value: independent, stubborn, dignified, and reserved.

 


A Chow puppy may not enjoy being hugged or
handled by children or strangers. Don’t adopt this breed if you
want a lap dog that will be open to attention from everyone you
know. Even with this agreeable and manageable personality, Chow
puppies still require their humans to go through all the necessary
steps in puppy proofing the house and providing opportunities for
socialization.

 


Chows are not as prone to problems with
whining, biting, or jumping as other breeds, but they are strong
willed and can be resistant to training. Unless you understand the
breed, you will be the one obeying commands, issued by your
Chow!

 


Personality and Temperament

 


Intelligence has nothing to do with the
difficulties inherent in training a Chow. Make no mistake, the Chow
is a smart dog. It can take no more than a change in the tone of
your voice to correct this breed, but not if he has been allowed to
dominate the household from the day he set his paws on the
property.

 


Chows are not driven by the same need to
please evident in more amenable breeds like Labrador Retrievers.
They absolutely refuse to be forced to do anything, and resorting
to any kind of physical punishment is a critical mistake. If you
want a Chow to respect you, you must respect him. There is no other
way to form a bond with these regal animals.

 


Socialization is critical to teach the Chow
that if a stranger is introduced to him by his owner, and
approaches properly and respectfully, that person may be accepted.
Never tease a Chow. They won’t forget the breach of etiquette,
ever.

 


Chows mind their own business and don’t go
looking for trouble, but they are territorial, assuming a
responsibility to protect home and family they take quite
seriously. On his home ground, a Chow will not let a stranger go
unchallenged. The dog will not accept a visitor until his master
greets the person.
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