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      I frowned at Emma, the only girl friend I had. I had never really gotten along with girls growing up, and that had continued into my adult years. Being raised by a single dad had turned me into a tomboy. Dad worked construction, and the way he was had kind of rubbed off on me.

      Most girls didn’t understand me. Most women didn’t either. They didn’t understand why a woman would choose to wear steel-toed boots and work twelve to sixteen-hour shifts a day doing hard, manual labor.

      But I was comfortable doing it. It was all I knew. Even as a kid, I had loved getting my hands dirty and learning how to do hands-on projects.

      “Just wear the dress,” Emma said, getting frustrated with me as she shoved the dress in my direction. “It’s just for a couple of hours.”

      “I don’t know why I can’t just go in what I’m comfortable in,” I told her as I grabbed the dress from her and tossed it onto the bed. There was no way in hell I’d be caught in that – not even dead. “Why pretend to be someone I’m not?” I demanded. The entire reason I had asked her to set up this blind date was so that she could potentially set me up with someone that liked me for me. But it was embarrassing to have to be set up on a blind date. I hadn’t even told my best friend about it.

      How did you confess to your best friend that had absolutely no problem pulling in women that men were so put off by you that you had to have another friend set you up on a date?

      She huffed, throwing her arms up in the air in defeat. “I give up,” she muttered. “I’m trying to give you a damn head start. Maybe if he sees how great your legs are, he’ll give you a chance.”

      I wanted to smack her, but I restrained myself. Sometimes, Emma spoke without speaking, but I knew her heart was in the right place. Shaking my head, I walked to my dresser and snatched out a pair of jeans, yanking them on before I grabbed a black tank top, shrugging on a black and red checkered flannel shirt over it.

      I left my dark brown waves hanging down my back and shoved my feet into a pair of combat-style boots. I planted my hands on my hips, arching my eyebrow at Emma. “Better?” I demanded.

      She frowned. “Can I at least do your makeup?”

      My hand instantly went up to the scar that sliced through my eyebrow. I’d been working on a site a couple of years ago and had been badly injured. I lost part of my memory, though it eventually came back after a few months. It had left me with a bad scar. I didn’t notice it most of the time unless someone made some kind of comment about my face.

      “Shit, I didn’t mean it like that, Natasha,” Emma quickly rushed out.

      I forced a smile on my face. I knew my scar put people off. I shook my head. “No make-up,” I told her. I grabbed my wallet and shoved it into my pocket, attaching the chain to my belt. “Rodeo’s, right?” I asked my friend, mentioning the bar I was supposed to be going to.

      “Yeah, Rodeo’s,” she confirmed, following me out, grabbing her purse up.

      I blew out a soft breath. Here went nothing. Time for another man to shoot me down the moment he saw I wasn’t the kind of woman he’d been picturing, especially since I could probably bench press just as much - if not more - that he could.

      “Good luck,” Emma said to me. “And I mean it. Even if you two decide to never see each other again, maybe you can get laid.”

      I snorted.
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        * * *

      

      I didn’t know what I was expecting when I got to the bar, but I was certainly not expecting to see Ryder waiting on me. Ryder was my best friend. We’d met when my dad’s construction company got hired to remodel his parents’ house years ago when we were kids. We’d been inseparable since.

      He was dressed in a pair of faded jeans and his work boots, a black t-shirt on under an open leather jacket. He flashed me a grin. “Why do I have a feeling we just got set up by our friends?” he laughed.





OEBPS/images/vellum-created.png





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/image1.jpg
OTHER BOOKS IN THE SERIES







OEBPS/images/bookbrushimage-2022-11-1-16-4546.jpg
R, > Bl

\X/EST’GREENE






OEBPS/images/break-rule-screen.png





