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Introduction

 

 

Fratres Sororesque (Brothers and Sisters),

This book originated as the “Latin for the Week” that I added to the announcements I made at the Sunday Service of Unity of Berkeley. The reaction to it was surprisingly positive. For some people it reminded them of their high school days when they enjoyed Latin. Others thought it was just amusing. Then it became a weekly e-mail to friends and associates throughout the San Francisco Bay Area and elsewhere.

Now I present it to you with both Latin sayings with an English translation and English sayings with a Latin translation. The Latin will always appear first. Some of you may want to cover the English to see if you can translate the Latin, yourself. That’s one way to have fun with this book.

You will notice that there are more translations into Latin than out of that language. That’s because it is more fun for me that way and more of a challenge.

Since I was born and raised in the Roman Catholic Church, Latin had been with me since the time a priest poured water on me and said, “Ego te baptizo…” Every Sunday there was a whole lot of Latin in church including “Hoc est enim corpus meum” said by the priest leaning over the altar with his back to us.
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