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Chapter 1: What Was World War I?
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World War I was a huge and important war that changed the world forever. It took place from 1914 to 1918 and involved many countries from different parts of the globe. Because so many nations were involved, it was called a world war. At the time, people also called it “The Great War” because it was larger and more destructive than any war that had come before it.

World War I began mainly in Europe, but it did not stay there. Countries from North America, Asia, Africa, and Australia also became involved. Millions of soldiers fought in the war, and many civilians—people who were not soldiers—were affected too. Towns and cities were damaged, families were separated, and daily life changed in ways people had never experienced before.

So why did World War I start? There were many reasons. Countries competed for power, land, and wealth. Some nations had strong armies and wanted to prove they were the best. Others feared being attacked and made agreements called alliances, promising to help one another if war broke out. These alliances meant that when one country went to war, many others were quickly pulled in.

The fighting in World War I was very different from earlier wars. New machines and weapons made battles more deadly. Soldiers often fought from long trenches dug into the ground, sometimes staying there for months. Airplanes, submarines, and tanks were used in battle for the first time. Because of these changes, the war was dangerous, frightening, and exhausting for those who fought in it.

World War I was not just a war of soldiers—it was a war that affected entire nations. Factories worked day and night to produce supplies. Women took on new jobs to help support the war effort. Children helped by saving food, collecting materials, and supporting their families while loved ones were away fighting.

When World War I finally ended in 1918, the world was forever changed. Millions of lives had been lost, and many countries were left struggling to recover. The war also helped shape the future, leading to new nations, new ideas, and eventually another major conflict known as World War II.

Understanding World War I helps us learn why peace is important and how choices made by nations can affect people all around the world.
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Chapter 2: The World Before the War
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Before World War I began in 1914, the world looked very different from the way it does today. Many countries, especially in Europe, believed they were living in a time of progress and success. New inventions such as electric lights, telephones, automobiles, and airplanes were changing everyday life. Cities were growing, factories were busy, and people were excited about the future.
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