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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			Steve Hutchison reviews 100 amazing horror films from the 2000s. Each film is analyzed and discussed with a synopsis and a rating. The movies are ranked from best to worst. How many have you seen?

		

		
			#1

		

		
			Hannibal
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			2001

		

		
			A runaway cannibal is tracked down by the police and a past victim of his.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Anthony Hopkins approached the Hannibal persona with subtlety, class, vocabulary and calm in 1991’s Silence of the Lambs. His passivity was concerning and he was frightening by implication only until the third act. He was a mysterious figure in the shadow of another; both a protagonist and an antagonist to Jodie Foster’s character. She is replaced by Julianne Moore in this sequel.

			Though her absence breaks an otherwise clean continuity; with references to the past and recognizable patterns, Moore fills the mandate with a fair rendition of Clarice Starling. This is Hopkins’ show, regardless. The gore is glorified but celebrated by slow captivating build-up that pays off. The film is eerie, looks luxurious and the score gives significant gravitas to suspense.

			It borrows from the cheesiest horror subgenres yet benefits from a good budget, stunning make-up, keen photography and the best actors money can rent. The end result is highly professional, calculated and always reaches full impact. Hannibal appears omniscient, as he always did, and his intelligence is terrifying when fully exposed. He is both who we follow and who we fear.

		

		
			#2

		

		
			Saw
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			2004

		

		
			Chained to pipes in a disused bathroom, two men are given a puzzle to which they must provide answers.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Saw is both a torture film and a police procedural. It’s a ongoing mystery that explores new grounds in storytelling. It’s refreshing and unique, yet closely reminiscent of the Cube franchise and Se7en. The power of this movie resides in how it cleverly parses clues, how complex the puzzle is, and how twists and turns reveal themselves. They do so in the most creatively shocking fashion.

			The writing is brilliant. The photography is impeccable. Extreme color balance, photo filters and quick editing gives this movie a particular trademark. The actors do a fine job of keeping us guessing, sympathizing, cringing. Their performances make you feel as powerless as their characters become. One of the two main plot lines happens in one place and with only two characters.

			While the cast is limited, each of their movements, lines and performances has been scrutinized and polished. When dialogue makes room for gore, Saw shows another significant strength; displaying pain and suffering crudely and realistically, thanks to stunning top-of-the line effects. Innovative, yet formulaic, Saw gives us a new horror icon with its own sonata; a nod to slasher flicks.

		

		
			#3

		

		
			1408
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			2007

		

		
			A man is trapped inside a hotel room and terrorized by ghosts.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			At its purest form, 1408 is a condensed version of The Shining. This is obvious. The film is based on a short story by Stephen King and he can rip off his own material if he feels like it, but is it worth watching? 1408 needs to be considered a stand alone film and appreciated as such. It contains enough fresh material and twists you won’t see coming. All in all, this is a great movie. Here’s why…

			First, it stars John Cusack in one of the best roles of his glorious career. Samuel L. Jackson is there to shuffle the deck. He wants to help, he’s friendly, yet he’s ominous. This is one of the most claustrophobic horror movies ever made. It’s basically about a man stuck in a hotel room from another dimension. He should be surrounded by people and traffic, yet he couldn’t be more isolated.

			The acting is irreproachable. The limited set and cast are an advantage. Horror is mostly psychological, here, and it will send shivers down your spine on many occasions. One of 1408’s creepiest cards is making your imagination wander. Exactly how far does room 1408’s reach extends? At what point, in the film, does the haunting start? The more you think, the scarier this film gets…

		

		
			#4

		

		
			The Others
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			2001

		

		
			The mother of two photosensitive children becomes convinced that her house is haunted.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			This is the kind of film you want to watch in one streak, without interruption and in the right mood, because subsequent viewing won’t be as impactful. A lot of this production resides in its surprises, scattered here and there, and in its twists. The Others will definitely become your go-to movie about ghosts for its quintessence and its haunting atmosphere.

			Nicole Kidman deserves praise for her acting. She’s not playing your run-of-the-mill mother. First, this is a period piece. Second, she’s isolated in the middle of nowhere. Third, her husband is at war. Fourth, her kids are weird. There is more to this character than meets the eye. We know this because the first shot of the movie presents her in a state of panic. Her character never gets better.

			Every word, in The Others, has a meaning. Alejandro Amenábar, writer, director and musician, shows you what he thinks you should see. His film is slow but surprisingly dense. The cast and sets are limited, but the film looks like a million bucks. It is visually rich, it is immersive and it’s scary as hell. Also, all the actors, even the young ones, do a bang-up job.

		

		
			#5

		

		
			The Butterfly Effect
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			2004

		

		
			A man afflicted by a supernatural disease learns to travel back in the past to make the present better.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			The Butterfly Effect is a tragic supernatural thriller that deals with time travel in its own creative way using a logic we haven’t seen before. Its main protagonist, Ashton Kutcher’s character, uses passages from private journals he wrote to revisit his youth and alter the past to make the present better; better for him, his friend and his love interest.

			The film deals with difficult subjects like pedophilia, violence, bad parenting, mental illness, physical disability, suffering and death. It is a story about regrets and remorse, of things we would’ve done differently had we known the consequences of our acts. Despite and implausible plot, this movie is extremely sad, very serious and highly introspective.

			And, aside its complex concept, the script doesn’t have major plot holes. For such a tragic story, it even has its fun moments. The writing is fine, the directing irreproachable, and the actors are so good they make us forget we’re watching fiction. This movie passes by so fast it leaves us wanting more. The gimmick is poignant and strangely addicting.

		

		
			#6

		

		
			House of Wax
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			2005

		

		
			A group of teens stranded in a village near a strange wax museum realize their lives are in danger.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Elisha Cuthbert, Jared Padalecki, Paris Hilton, and Chad Michael Murray make this film epic, though it would still impress without them. They’re not just talented actors, they remind us of people we know. They make this film fun and comfortable before it gets increasingly dark. This is the second time this story gets remade, and it is quite an enhancement. It’s a slasher with an edge.

			The writers know what a good movie is and that’s exactly what they’re giving us. They bank on common horror tropes, half the time, and somewhat re-invent them otherwise. The antagonists follow the same logic. We’ve seen their patterns before, but never quite like this. The budget is substantial, and the movie needs it to tell a big story. The set decoration and the special effects are massive.

			Some of the pain inflicted is atrocious and, at times, hard to watch. The gore is brilliant. In regard to who bites the dust and in which order, the script does a pretty good job of keeping us guessing and on the edge of our seat. Personality flaws end up being assets. People we thought were protected by the writers get mutilated. You just can’t take anything for granted. Great flick!

		

		
			#7

		

		
			Drag Me to Hell
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			2009

		

		
			A loan officer becomes the recipient of a supernatural curse.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			When it comes to horror movies, Sam Raimi knows more than you do what’s good for you. He pulls many tricks that he experimented with in the Evil Dead franchise. That is where he learned to build tension, make us laugh and frighten us, sometimes all at once. This is a very stressful film with excellent build-up, well-written characters and incessant terror.

			The film is naturally paced, yet extremely calculated. When you’re not scared, you’re disgusted or feel terrible for Alison Lohman’s adorable character. Witchcraft is a recurring theme. There is gore at every corner. The effects are 90% amazing and 10% made of bad CG. Who cares; this is one fun roller coaster ride that will make you laugh and jump just as much.

			The jump scares are earned. The actors are irreproachable. The slapstick comedy gives Drag Me to Hell its signature. It wouldn’t be half as interesting without it. Prepare to meet one of the most despicable and repulsive horror villains ever imagined. Sure, the story is kind of hard to keep up with and the ending is kind of weak, but most of this film is an absolute blast.

		

		
			#8

		

		
			Club Dread
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			2004

		

		
			A serial killer is stalking and murdering the employees and guests of a paradise island.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Coconut Pete’s Coconut Beach Resort is the best place on Earth and the Broken Lizard collective is about to prove it. This may very well be the best movie they made, and it’s a slasher slapstick comedy, of all things. This film is guaranteed to put a smile on your face. It contains a ridiculous number of red herrings, alcohol, drugs, and sex at every turn.

			Many filmmakers attempted to make parodies of horror movies, but few succeeded the way Club Dread does. In most cases, they didn’t care enough about character exposition, which is prominent, here. Club Dread was written by Jay Chandrasekhar, Kevin Heffernan, Steve Lemme, Paul Soter and Erik Stolhanske, who all play important characters. These guys are the bee’s knees.

			The men and woman, in this, aren’t wearing much. Women are particularly beautiful. The casting is lightning in a bottle. This is, in a nutshell, one of the most feel-good horror comedy out there, with emphasis on “comedy”. There are plot holes throughout, yes, but that comes with the territory. This film makes absolutely no sense and it’s perfect this way. Blame it on surrealism.

		

		
			#9

		

		
			Death Proof
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			2007

		

		
			An ex-stuntman stalks different groups of women.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			This jewel is written and directed by Quentin Tarantino. It is arguably one of his best movies. The man’s strength and trademark have always been and will probably always be his dialogue. His second defining characteristic is his irregular pacing. In Death Proof, he once again pulls the non-linear gimmick and stretches time, keeping little focus on actual horror.

			Kurt Russel plays an extremely laid back and eccentric character who doesn’t exactly look like a serial killer. His murder weapon is concealed until late in the story. He shares the screen with a bunch of sexy women who all sound like Tarantino when they express themselves. This is a bit creepy. Death Proof is split in two portions. The second portion is a re-imagining of the first one.

			The movie pays homage to exploitation and muscle car films of the 1970s. Some shots are heavily edited and composited in a way to look like they were made in Technicolor, with deep blacks, bright whites and a decoloration. The actors all give superior performances and feel at ease with dialogue that is everything but easy to work with. Tarantino gets his unique vision across, as always.

		

		
			#10

		

		
			Hollow Man
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			2000

		

		
			A scientist turned invisible by a newly discovered potion becomes a threat for his colleagues.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Watch Kevin Bacon lose his mind in ways only he can in a superior horror thriller directed by the great Paul Verhoeven. Elisabeth Shue plays the love interest and the protagonist. She is the ideal ex-girlfriend and a perfect fit for the role. Hollow Man is the classic story of a rushed scientific experiment gone wrong, but with a huge budget invested in big names and special effects.

			In this unofficial remake of The Invisible Man, Bacon becomes increasingly unstable and violent. This is a remarkable thriller when it is tense, an excellent horror movie when it is violent and enthralling science fiction otherwise. The metamorphosis sequences are stellar. We get to see complex and somewhat realistic 3-D renders of the whole transformation from opacity to transparency and back.

			The actors are on top of their game. The film wouldn’t work without their chemistry. They make use believe in what they see despite the green screens and color keying. They have a plausible love and hate dynamic, a past and a present, conflicts and friendships. Despite the fantastic elements they deal with, their dialogue is mature and right out of a 90’s titillating thriller. This is a must see!
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