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For Sebastian and Marcelo.

Never yield to force; never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy.

-—Winston Churchill

Speech at Harrow School, October 29, 1941
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​Prologue: The Jogger and the Index

This entire investigation, the data, and the conclusions presented in this book began not in a server room or with a clandestine source, but on a suburban running trail. For years, I was engaged in a low-grade digital war with a network I would come to know as the Bizarro State, a conflict that primarily revolved around their efforts to suppress my technology startups from Google search results and spy on my communications to steal code.

To stay healthy, I took up jogging, and I soon noticed a strange correlation. Whenever the online conflict with the network peaked, the usually empty parks and trails I ran through would suddenly fill with people. I varied the times and locations of my runs, but the pattern was consistent: low conflict meant empty parks; high conflict meant crowds of pedestrians appearing at the exact time and place I was jogging.

These weren’t random encounters. The pedestrians—often walking a dog or doing something to justify being stationary—would consistently intercept me at points where I was forced to slow down, like a stop sign or a red light. I began to realize that they were always intercepting me at the exact same locations. If there were ten possible stop signs on my route, they would invariably use the same two or three. This consistency was the key. It was clear this was an effort coordinated by a software application, a kind of dark “Uber” that was dispatching people to follow me.

As a software engineer, I knew such an application must rely on a “geo-index”—a digital file representing specific physical locations. My first assumption was that this index would be hidden inside the app itself. But I soon realized they could never place such a criminal tool on the Apple App Store, where law enforcement could eventually find it. They had to hide it somewhere else. They put it on the public internet, hidden in an obscure file on a server belonging to a French research institute.

This was their mistake. I knew the exact coordinates of a dozen places where they consistently intercepted me. I began running Google searches for files containing the precise latitudes and longitudes of these points. The statistical probability of any random file on the internet containing the coordinates for ten specific, seemingly unrelated suburban intersections is practically zero. If I found such a file, it would be the one they were using.

It took ten minutes to find it.

I downloaded their playbook. Within four hours, I had decoded the file and discovered it was a massive database containing billions of locations. They had attempted to hide the data using encoders for obscurity, but it was too late. I had their map of the world.

​Introduction: A Journey into the Bizarro State

I started this journey trying to protect the intellectual property of our start-up company. But then, the interactions with what I would come to understand as a global criminal organization led me down a path of defending my family against a relentless harassment campaign. It began with what I thought was a spy ring. We had to abandon our home, leaving one morning without preparation, feeling like refugees fleeing danger in our own country.

Throughout this journey, as my understanding of their organization evolved, I’ve used different terms to encapsulate what they are. At first, I called them a Spy Ring. When a clearer picture emerged, I started calling them a Criminal Organization. Then I realized they are a parallel society, until I understood they have their own mechanisms to enforce their version of Law and Order, and I began calling them a Shadow Government.

But they are not just a shadow government. All governments mankind has ever known have had one thing in common: physical borders. This parallel society has no borders. As the data in the geo-index reveals, they operate in practically every single country, which makes them all the more dangerous. They can harass, intimidate, and harm people across nations, and use the laws and financial systems of one country to circumvent all others. This might be the first, truly Universal Shadow Government the world has ever known. And for that, we must give them credit; they are certainly inventive.





​Part 1: The Architects - The Rise of the Founding Fathers



​Chapter 1: The Counter-Intelligence Engine

Finding the geo-index was only the first step. To make sense of its billions of data points, I had to build a weapon. I constructed a fully automated, planet-scale counter-intelligence pipeline—a search engine that ingests the entire geo-index and analyzes its contents.

The core of this engine is a scoring algorithm designed to measure the importance of every location encoded in their file. It functions much like Google’s original PageRank algorithm, which ranked webpages to determine their relevance. My system does the same for the Bizarro State’s physical locations, assigning each point a Network Importance Score. This score allows me to systematically identify the command-and-control nodes, safe houses, and operational hubs of their entire global network.
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