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The Antiquity of Apologetics

Exploring the Biblical Foundation for the
Apologetic Ministry and Discipline


Introduction

In his first epistle, Peter admonished
Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their
hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able
to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they
give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early
call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian
faith.

This commission continues to the present-day
Christian. The Logos Apologetics Series is developed as a resource
for Christians who want to understand apologetics and the
apologetic discipline presently.

In this publication:

In this first book of the logos apologetics
series, we will trace the earliest manifestations of apologetics.
We will examine the biblical record of apologetic expressions and
emanations from the Garden throughout Jewish history.

In addition, the development of apologetic
groups within the Jewish community will be explicated. Moreover,
apologetic personalities will be explored. It is our hope that the
information presented will help the modern apologist operate in
this ministry with a proper understanding and foundation.
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​The
Foundation of Apologetics

Apologetics, a term adopted by Christians to
identify formal defenses of the New Testament faith. The term used
for apologetics is derived from two words found within the Greek
New Testament manuscripts.

The Definition of Apologetics

The first is the Greek term which is
transliterated as apologeomai. In its usage, it is found to be used
when someone is making a personal defense of themselves. It is seen
readily in the book of Acts where Paul is consistently having to
defend his actions and his conversion Christ.

The second term for apologetics is
transliterated apologia. It is found in eight verses of the New
Testament. Apologia is used to denote a reasonable statement or
argument. It is found within This term reveals the character of the
argumentation; that it is one that is sensible, intelligent, and
rational. Paul used this word in his letter to the Philippians.

But the other of love, knowing that I am set
for the defense G627 of the gospel. (Philippians 1:17 KJV)

Paul’s language suggests that he understood
that apologetics, as a distinct ministry, was an undeniable part of
his overall apostolic ministry. Peter used this same term when he
admonished Christians by saying,

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and
be ready always to give an answer G627 to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (I
Peter 3:15 KJV)

Peter’s Commission

Peter, in his first epistle, admonished his
readers to be strong in the faith against their visible and vocal
adversaries. He then cautions them that they should have a prepared
defense against their detractors. This reveals that the apostle
recognized that the calling to engage in apologetics was a primary
responsibility of all who believed on Christ. It can be therefore
concluded that the discipline of apologetics is the obligation of
all believers, though there are those within the Church who are
called to function in this ministry in an acute sense.

To grasp the validity of apologetics in the
New Testament Church, an analysis of its manifestation in the Old
and New Testament Church is warranted. Apologetic ministry is not a
new phenomenon but has always been necessary under both Covenants.
It has lacked identification in most biblical texts, in a specific
sense, but its clear manifestation is evident. This signifies the
importance of apologetic ministry in the 21st Century.

Historically, the development of the
apologetic ministry and discipline was a phenomenon of the
expansion and establishment of the Church primarily in the Roman
Empire. Though this ministry is not listed among those given to the
church as listed in the letters to the Corinthians, Ephesians, and
Romans, it developed as a necessary feature of the New Testament
Church.
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Before elaborating on the establishment and
divine endorsement of this ministry, and the need for present-day
development, a survey of the biblical data will establish an
expansion of this particular discipline from the beginning of man’s
creation until the present day. From the biblical data, it will be
established that apologetic ministry has always existed and was
executed in diverse ways, manners, and spiritual exercises.

The modern-day apologist’s foundation for
this ministry is to be primarily from the biblical record. Then,
the proper developments for this ministry presently can be
ascertained. To begin, an analysis of apologetics in the Old
Testament is necessary.

God: The Progenitor of Apologetics.

God’s method of creation and the formation of
man was divine, a deliberate act of His will. He created all
creatures in their orders and designed it so that they could only
survive in their ordained habitats. The birds designed for the air,
living creatures upon the earth, and amphibious creatures in the
waters. It is important to note that those these creatures did not
possess certain intellectual qualities of man, but they could
respond to God by virtue of their God-given instincts.

In the book of Job, when God rebukes him, God
proclaims that the most ferocious animals are subject to Him and
will respond to His commands. If animals are subject to Him by
virtue of how they were created, how much the more should men, by
nature, be able to know God and respond to Him.

God creates man, from His image, and places
that man and the woman with instructions, not only to maintain the
Garden, but to be fruitful and to multiply. However, though man was
innocent at this time, God still gave them a solitary command.

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: (Genesis 2:16
KJV)

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis 2:17 KJV)

From the biblical account, it is recounted
that Eve was deceived and Adam was in outright disobedience.
However, when God approaches dam and Eve, He enters into what can
be considered an apologetic dialogue. He does this by asking
questions.

And he said, Who told thee that thou wast
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that
thou shouldest not eat? (Gen 3:11 KJV)

And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is
this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled
me, and I did eat. (Genesis 3:13 KJV)

Though God’s impending judgment would be
revealed, He approached them still in a loving manner to allow them
to confess what they had done. This demonstrated that God was still
affirming His relationship with them, though there was a
breach.

The modern apologist has to enter into
dialogues that may be unpleasant, however, the intent should mirror
that of God to expose error, that a proper relationship with God
can either be restored or entered into for the first time.

The Accountability of Humankind

This beginning period in the Bible is
sometimes called, the time of the Covenant of innocence where the
first inhabitants, Adam and Eve, lived without the knowledge of
sin. However, this innocence did not give them the right to be
disobedient because it did not grant them immunity. By virtue of
how they were created, they knew that obedience to God was the
proper choice.

From this, one truth that the modern
apologist must be mindful of: Humankind, by virtue of their
ancestry in Adam know that God is real and that He is to be
worshipped. Paul elucidated this truth in his letter to the
Romans,

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness; (Romans 1:18 KJV)

Because that which may be known of God is
manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. (Romans 1:19
KJV)

For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that
they are without excuse: (Romans 1:20 KJV)

This reveals that arguments about whether
someone hears a direct affirmation of the Gospel make them
excusable in approaching God are invalid. If God created man, then
He knows what He has placed in man. It is evident then that man, by
how he is created, has a spiritual “fail-safe.” This means that
even if there is no organized priesthood or ministry, man is still
able to know God, approach Him humbly, and offer proper worship.
This will be addressed in the account of Enoch’s apologetic
lifestyle.

God sets the precedence for apologetic
ministry. After this, God called individuals to continue on as
inheritors of the apostolic grace. Those called by God came to
represent different apologetic types with particular functions and
motivations for their ministries. In this section, the differing
apologetic personalities will be explored.
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Before God’s judgment upon men during the
days of Noah, God displayed apologetic ministry through His
servants from man’s earliest days.

The First Apologetic Martyr

Though no time frame is given, it is recorded
that Adam and Eve gave birth to two sons. The account gives no
record of their formative years but draws attention to their
relationship and worship of God.

And in process of time it came to pass, that
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.
And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the
fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his
offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.
(Genesis 3:4-5 KJV)

This account begins at the center of the
lives of these men. There are some observations that can be drawn
from the above verses. An acceptable form of worship had to have
been established and given by God. How can this be ascertained?

From the first chapters of Genesis, God gave
no prescriptions for religious worship to Adam and Eve, they were
given instructions on how to live in a world that was created for
them.

However, after the Fall, God demonstrated the
first sacrifice by killing animals to make clothes to cover man’s
physical body. Though man’s expulsion from the Garden is
explicated, their lifestyles outside of the Garden was not
recorded. However, when the account of Cain and Abel is introduced,
a worship system was established and one that was acceptable to
God. It is interesting to note that God’s interaction with these
first humans was still distinctive in that they were aware of His
presence and His perspective on their worship.

The Cain Conundrum

The verses introduce us to two primary
difficulties in Cain. The first if that he did not respect God
demonstrated by his offerings being rejected. He offered an
irreverent sacrifice and then became angry with God because of
it.

Second, the subsequent verses of his murder
of Abel reveal his jealousy and anger with him. More precisely, he
felt that God was rejecting his sacrifice because Abel was making
his sacrifice deficient. In a modern colloquialism, Abel was
“showing him up.”

Two observation that the modern apologist has
to be cognoscente of :

When there is a breach in man’s relationship
with God, anger with God can become a feature of a person’s
personality. Hence, many opponents to the faith exhibit resentment
and antagonistic tendencies in dialogues. Cain’s attitude reveals
this.

When an individual develops this anger with
God, those who serve God become targets, instantaneously. Cain is
shown to be not only against God, but against Abel, being
demonstrated by his slaying of him.

The apologist has to expect this attitude to
be present in those who are not in relationship with God. If the
anger and resentment of the individual is present, the apologist
then has to be prepared in demeanor, character, and personality to
aid their opponent in the reception of truth.

In meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth; (2 Timothy 2:25 KJV)

Cain kills Abel. He was angry, felt
undermined by Abel’s proper sacrifice. He felt he was treated
unjustly. He felt, in a perverted sense, Abel is the source of his
predicament and that if he was out of the way, then things would be
better for him. It is interesting to note that Jesus warned of this
mentality to his disciples.

They shall put you out of the synagogues:yea,
the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he
doeth God service. (John 16:2 KJV}

The modern apologist has to remember that
opposition against them, especially in modern times, will not only
be verbal and physical, but the expansion of the technological age
adds another dimension to how opponents of the faith will seek to
silence the message. Abel, because of his defense of God, by
offering a proper sacrifice, became the first apologetic
martyr.

He demonstrated and stood on the proper
worship of God and it cost him his life. Those who will want to
enter into this ministry should be mindful of this. Jesus warned
His disciples that they would be hated and that men would want to
destroy them.

The modern apologist has to remember that
doing the work of God does not always end with the best physical
results of those involved. However, an apologist’s life will always
bring glory to God. Remember these words of scripture,

And ye shall be hated of all men for my
name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall
be saved. (Mark 13:13 KJV)

Before continuing the present argumentation,
one truth about Abel’s death should be noted. The writer of Hebrews
recalls Abel’s death.

By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead
yet speaketh. (Hebrews 11:4 KJV)

And to Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better
things than that of Abel. (Hebrews 2:24 KJV)

From the account, God states to Cain that
Abel’s blood was crying out from the ground. God was responding to
the blood that was shed by Abel. The writer of Hebrews was
demonstrating that Abel’s shedding of blood was so significant this
was why God confronted Cain.

Abel’s death demanded a response from God.
But, if God could respond to Abel’s blood which cried out for
Abel’s vindication, how much the more will God respond to Christ’s
shedding of blood which would result in humankind’s vindication and
redemption from sin.

It is shown that God allowed Cain to kill
Abel to prophetically show that even from humankind’s earliest
existence, God was foreshadowing the life and redemptive ministry
of Christ. The apologist who will stand firm on the truth will
bring honor and glory to God’s eternal purposes.

Enoch: The Prophetic Apologist

A man’s life who presently is obscured by
legends and speculations is Enoch. As the book of Genesis records
the genealogies of man, this man of mystery is introduced in
chapter 5.

And Enoch walked with God after he begat
Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: And
all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And
Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. (Genesis
5:22-24 KJV)

Again, though no formal institution of a
religious system was in place, humankind still maintained the
responsibility and requirement to worship God in an acceptable
manner. When Enoch is introduced, he unlike the other listed
descendants, was noted for his relationship with God, demonstrated
by the biblical phrase of “walked with God.”

His proper relationship with God was a living
apologetic of true worship. It was verified by God’s endorsement of
him by his escaping from natural death and being received into
heaven. The only other biblical verification of this man’s life and
prophetic ministry is revealed in the book of Jude 1:14 KJV,

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord comes with ten
thousands of his saints,

It is important to note that the inclusion of
one of his prophecies establishes that God exists and that He will
return in judgment with those who have believed on Him. Though
there are academic debates surrounding the end-times, God will
return in a definite manner accompanied by His followers.

Enoch becomes a prototype of apologetic
ministry and prophetic ministry being intertwined. His lifestyle
was an open demonstration of who God was and His requirements. The
modern apologist cannot be afraid to maintain that living according
to God’s standards are a part of the apologetic ministry.

False accusations of Christians being
legalistic or judgmental of differing lifestyles have to be
ignored, seeing that a godly lifestyle becomes a living defense.
Enoch walked with God and was accepted of God which contributed to
the preservation of things that he prophesied.

Though the Book of Enoch is regarded by some
as the source of Jude’s quote, that argumentation cannot be
justified primarily on historical grounds and theological errors
within the book itself.

However, seeing that many things, especially
in Jewish culture, were maintained through perfected oral
tradition, the preservation of Enoch’s prophecies can be attributed
to this historical transmission of information.

The modern apologist cannot be afraid to
confront moral issues which result in disobeying and dishonoring
God. Doctrine is important, but the apologist has to be able to
affirm, like Enoch did by “walking with God,” that proper doctrine
and understanding will be demonstrated in the lives of those who
come to God. Enoch demonstrated an apologetic lifestyle which
showed that to walk with God is to do things which please God.

Again, without a priesthood, this man walked
with God, prophesied of future events, and God showed his approval
of this relationship by receiving Him into heaven without suffering
the pangs of death. Enoch’s life being a prophetic demonstration of
end time events.

The apologist, while being engaged in
ministry, will act as a prophetic voice of the eternal purposes of
God. Enoch’s apologetic and prophetic ministry became of precursor
of the expanded prophetic ministry that God will send to humankind
in a general sense and to His future chosen nation in an acute
sense.

Noah: The Apocalyptic Apologist

The scriptures make it evident that after sin
entered into the world, it permeated the inhabitants of the earth.
Following the verses which tell of Enoch, humankind is said to have
descended into sin and wickedness. God’s testimony of humankind was
that their imaginations were evil; that is, they only lived for
pleasures that put them in opposition to God.

God’s testimony of them was that their
thought processes were corrupted. In his epistle, James recalls
this when he states,

Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain,
The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? (James 4:5 KJV)

Because of man’s wickedness, God was grieved
and because of the rampant nature of sinfulness, He said that he
would send a flood to judge those who would not respond to him. It
is during this time, the scriptures introduce a man by the name of
Noah. In spite of the environment of sin, Noah was righteous before
God.

Seeing that God is never unrighteous, he
tells Noah to build an ark, for in 120 years, the rains would come
to destroy every human and beast on the planet. Though the
scripture is not explicit on how Noah interacted with those around
him, it is evident that as he built the ark, he told those around
him of its purpose. However, the only individuals who believed him
were members of his household. His wife, his sons, and their wives
believed his message from God that destruction would come.

And spared not the old world, but saved Noah
the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the
flood upon the world of the ungodly; (2 Peter 2:5 KJV)

As he built the ark, he gave warning for all
those years of God’s impending judgment. The account reveals that
God fulfilled His word to Noah. In his letter, Peter referred to
Noah as a preacher of righteousness. This suggests that Noah had to
defend the righteousness of God to those around him and tell them
of what was to come. The modern apologist cannot be afraid to tell
the news of truth, even if it includes God’s judgment. Remember, as
Paul addressed the blindness that had fallen upon Israel and God’s
acceptance of the gentiles, he states,

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of
God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if
thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut
off. (Romans 11:22 KJV)

The modern apologist has to tell the whole
truth of God, which includes His displeasure of sin and the coming
judgment at Christ’s 2nd Advent. Noah, against those around him had
to build the ark and proclaim God’s judgment. Though the message
was unpopular, unfavorable, and unbelievable, but he stood in
defense of what God had revealed to him, being a forerunner to the
faith of Abraham.

Though Abraham is regarded as the “Father of
Faith,” Noah should be regarded as the “Forerunner of Faith,”
because it is written,

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of
his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of
the righteousness which is by faith. {Hebrews 11:7 KJV}

Before the Flood, apologetic ministry
surfaced in God challenging men to live for Him according to how He
created them. The judgment of God would not have come except the
inhabitants of the earth understood that their works were wicked.
However, men rejected God’s universal law of righteousness and
holiness for His creation. In rejecting the apologetic ministry of
the Holy Spirit through Noah’s warning, they entered into God’s
judgment.
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