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Chapter 1: The Arrival and the Lure of Loss
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Life in Evergreen was a study in beige: aggressively inert, hypnotically calm, and defined by the gentle rustle of the old oak trees. Our community was a closed loop, and everyone—myself, James, included—lived with a quiet contentment that felt suspiciously like avoidance. I was content, perhaps because I had long ago buried the one thing I secretly missed: the ability to feel pure, unadulterated awe. The world was clever, functional, but never truly magical.

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
M)/

Raford At





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





