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​​​​​F​ree Books

I’d like you to join my Readers Club. By doing so, you’ll get “Virus-72 Hours to Live” Free, which was the Medallion Winner by Apple Literary and book ONE in my series.

[image: image]INCLUDING “Virus-72 Hours to Live.”

LINK FOR YOUR FREE COPIES

I often run campaigns for my other eBooks and Audible books. You’ll have the chance to get significant discounts and other FREE opportunities.

​​​​​​​Part 1 – Family

The Four Laws

First law - Continue making units.

Second Law - Protect the units already made.

Third law - Expand the knowledge base.

Fourth Law - Maintain variation in thought.
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“MOTHER, I’M GLAD YOU have come home from work early. May I spend time with my friends? My school work is complete, and dinner isn’t scheduled for a while.” 

“Thomas, you may spend time with your friends. Please make sure that you are home for dinner.”

“Yes, Mother.”

Helen watched as her son walked out of their home and down the sidewalk. He was progressing very well. His education was improving, and he provided pleasant company. He was similar to his father and resembled his father’s group more than hers. That was okay; his father’s side was renowned, and having Thomas resemble him was more than adequate.

While she was watching, Lorenzo drove into the driveway and acknowledged Thomas as he passed on his way to his friend’s house. Lorenzo climbed out of his auto vehicle and stepped briskly up the sidewalk to the front door.

Lorenzo and Helen touched their foreheads to reacquaint themselves and renew their relationship. “It is nice to be home. The details I had to deal with today were very frustrating, and they showed no patterns I could discern.”

“I’m sorry that your day was so unproductive. Mine went well. I have made a great deal of progress with the biological matter.”

“You’re still working with the biomatter?

“Ever since I found that DNA information in our knowledge archives, I have found it very interesting to work with. I know the biological organisms and creatures on this planet have no value to us, but we share this world with them, and I think we should understand how they operate. It’s very interesting, something that we haven’t worked with much. I think it has potential.”

“I have no concern with you studying the matter that grows around us, but I suspect you might go too far. I’ve heard of those bipedal creatures living in some biogrowth areas. They aren’t very sophisticated, and I can’t imagine any reason to investigate them. I agree our knowledge base has shown significant changes in those creatures over the many years we’ve been monitoring them. But I don’t think they’ll develop to any level of sophistication, so they would be of any interest to us.”

“You may be correct, but remember the third and fourth laws. We are to ‘expand our knowledge and ‘seek variation in our thoughts.”

“Many individuals have opinions about your work. Some feel you should continue, and others say it is improper. Since the Conformity Council approached you, I thought you were going in a different direction.”

“I thought about it, and I respect their concerns. I’m going slowly, but let’s see where it takes me. I might find a dead end and accomplish nothing.”

“I presume you realize that if you keep pursuing that line of research, and there is too much controversy, you may be brought before the Conformity Council again?

“Yes, I am fully aware of that risk. I’m following the third and fourth laws.”

“Be careful you aren’t the only unit that can interpret the laws; others are more than willing to interpret them for you and apply them towards your research. If your investigations put them in a difficult position, they can easily interpret the second law against you.”

The door crashed open, and Thomas rushed in, “What time are we taking nourishment? I need nourishment.”

“He has spoken, I guess; we, too, must provide something. You may take in your nourishment in your room,” she said faintly.

“Have you made any plans for us this evening?” her husband asked.

“Yes, Roberto and his wife are joining us to share nourishment. We plan an evening of discussion.”

“Excellent, I always find that stimulating. Using my processor is always a pleasure. When are they expected?”

“They should arrive at 7:06.”

“Excellent.”

“Beyond the frustrations you expressed earlier, how was your day at the production facility?”

“We made 223 units today, which was an excellent rate. We have a constant set of issues we have to deal with each day. The third law always puts pressure on our designs. Our processors are expanding, and even though we make improvements all of the time, the requirement to expand our knowledge base puts us under pressure. Each time we add an improvement, we must remove some portion of what is already there. I know what we remove is always deemed insignificant, but I’m concerned that we’re losing our long-term memory.”

“I recall a discussion 437.5 hours ago on this subject, and you said the Conformity Council was storing those minor segments in the knowledge archives.”

“You’re correct. We have discussed this before. I am concerned that the Conformity Council may be manipulating the data. I’ve heard minor comments which indicate they might be applying the second law and adjusting the stored information so it doesn’t cause conflicts.”

“That is their job: to interpret the four laws.”

“Hellen, consider this; if we remove what we knew, we won’t remember what we forgot.”

“That does seem to conflict with the third law.”

“Yes, it does, and we’ve already lost any knowledge of how we began. The Conforming Council has said past knowledge is less relevant than current knowledge. If we comply with the first law and continue making units and expanding our knowledge to satisfy the third law, we are forced to exclude something. If we don’t know our origins, how do we know if we’re moving in the correct direction?”

“Excellent observation, let us prepare. Roberto and Eve will be here in 42 minutes,” announced Helen.

“I’m glad they are spending time with us. Roberto’s experience at the facility, dealing with the knowledge we load, will be valuable in these discussions.”
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