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 Foreword

In Singapore, the national budget is often seen as a technical document—dense, precise, and untouchable. But behind the numbers lie choices that shape lives: who gets healthcare subsidies, how retirement is funded, and whether future generations inherit opportunity or inequality.

This eBook is not just a critique of fiscal policy—it is a call to action. For decades, I’ve studied, written, and spoken about the gaps in our budget reporting, the opacity of our reserves, and the structural inequities embedded in our tax and welfare systems. I’ve asked hard questions in public forums, published thousands of articles, and built coalitions to demand transparency and fairness.

Now, we are institutionalizing that advocacy. This book is part of a broader movement—to empower citizens with knowledge, to engage youth in civic budgeting, and to build a future where fiscal policy serves dignity, not just discipline.

Budget literacy is not a technical skill. It is a civic right.

Let this book be your toolkit.

— Leong Sze Hian Veteran Financial Analyst & Civic Advocate Author Bio

Leong Sze Hian is a veteran financial analyst, prolific writer, and principled civic advocate. With over 30 years of experience in economic analysis and public policy critique, he has published thousands of articles and eBooks on CPF, housing, healthcare, and fiscal transparency.

Leong has been dedicated to labor equity, housing reform, and public empowerment. He has participated in national campaigns, youth fellowships, and civic education programs that center dignity, transparency, and generational justice.

