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    This is the book series I wish I could make every teenage boy and girl read!

For some reason, I have always been interested in theology. I can absorb depths of knowledge that most Christians I know struggle with.

The point is, it doesn't matter who you are—there is something special about you. If you can find that, you will tap into your greatest potential and begin to live out your purpose.

Every human being is created with unlimited potential, no exceptions. It is up to you to unlock that potential and live out its reality. 

      

    



  	
        
            
            Hope is that flame that whispers in the darkness:  "Don't Give Up!"

www.clevelandomcleish.com

Despite the challenges you have faced or are facing, remember that your presence here is purposeful; it is no accident. God has imparted a unique greatness inside you that the world eagerly awaits.

You are that flame that burns in the darkness…Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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Key Scripture
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If we have hoped in Christ only in this life, we are of all people most to be pitied. But the fact is, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man death came, by a Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to our God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death. (1 Corinthians 15:19-26 - NASB).​
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Prelude: The Power of Hope
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I knew I had this book to write, but how to approach a topic I seldom hear a message on—or even fully understand—was beyond the scope of my theological reflections. But God! He has a way of opening our eyes to truths that are both ancient and ever new.

One of the most beautiful realities of the believer’s life is that dwelling within us is the Holy Spirit. Jesus did not leave us comfortless. He sent the Spirit as both companion and guide, the guarantee that what He began in us will be completed. The Apostle Paul, writing to the believers in Ephesus, put it this way:

“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.” (Ephesians 1:13–14 - NASB).

The Message translation renders it with a striking metaphor:

“It’s in Christ that you, once you heard the truth and believed it (this Message of your salvation), found yourselves home free—signed, sealed, and delivered by the Holy Spirit. This down payment from God is the first installment on what’s coming, a reminder that we’ll get everything God has planned for us, a praising and glorious life.” (Ephesians 1:13–14 - MSG).

That word “down payment” (also translated “deposit” or “pledge”) is not a casual image. It speaks of an eternal covenant, a binding commitment on God’s part to finish what He started. It is the guarantee of the world to come, signed and sealed by the very Spirit of God. No human bank could ever offer such a surety; this is heaven’s own guarantee.

I often marvel at how anyone can live without the Spirit. There have been moments when I felt paralyzed by something as small as a household repair or overwhelmed by a task that seemed too trivial for God’s attention. Yet in those moments, a whisper from the Spirit brought clarity, wisdom, or strength. Suddenly, the impossible became possible. These small encounters remind me that God is not only concerned with grand, world-shaking events. He cares for the mundane, for what we would dismiss as unimportant. Why would the Creator of galaxies care about me fixing a toilet? And yet, He does. This is the mystery of Emmanuel—God with us, even in the ordinary.

This assurance of the Spirit anchors us to a greater reality, the one Paul describes when he writes:

“Until then, there are three things that remain: faith, hope, and love—yet love surpasses them all. So above all else, let love be the beautiful prize for which you run.” (1 Corinthians 13:13 - TPT).

Here, we are introduced to what I call the three unshakable virtues of the Christian walk: faith, hope, and love. These three form a braided cord, woven by the hands of God Himself, unbreakable and eternal. When all else crumbles—when governments collapse, economies falter, relationships fracture, and the earth itself seems to groan under the weight of sin and natural disasters—these three remain. They do not waver in the storm. They hold steady and, in their endurance, offer us a glimpse of the new creation that is even now pressing in upon the old.

Because of what God has done through His Son, Jesus Christ, and because of the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit, hope is never extinguished. Isaiah foresaw this when he prophesied:

“For behold, darkness will cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.” (Isaiah 60:2–3 - NASB).

This is not a distant dream but a present reality breaking into the world. You, believer, are the light in a dark world. You are the candle lit by divine providence, and no hand can snuff it out. The mystic Meister Eckhart once wrote, “A single light conquers a thousand darknesses.” Darkness can rage, but it can never prevail against even the smallest flame. That is what hope does. It illuminates despair. It reveals that death is not the final word, that brokenness is not permanent, that God has already authored the last chapter of history.

You are that light in the dark room. It may seem small, but it changes everything. The darkness must retreat where light appears. This is the power of hope. It is not wishful thinking or vague optimism; it is the confident expectation of God’s promised future. It is the assurance that, in Christ, the victory has already been won.

And so, with all creation, we wait in hope. We endure in hope. We shine in hope. Because in the end—through Christ, by the Spirit, to the glory of the Father—we win.
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Preface
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For years, I have been passionate about one verse of Scripture that I try to intentionally include in all that I do:

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13 - NKJV).

A shaking is coming to the world as we know it. When this happens, only that which is eternal will remain, including you. Everything else that can be shaken will crumble and fall, including every Babylonian system created and established by man. Nations rise and fall, economies expand and collapse, and human ingenuity builds towers that sooner or later topple. Yet faith, hope, and love endure, untouchable and eternal.

This book is the second in The Unshakable Series. The first focused on faith, because faith is the starting point of our journey with God. But faith without hope becomes fragile, and hope without love can grow cold. Together these three are the unbreakable cord by which God secures His people in an unstable world.

Hope, in particular, is often misunderstood or overlooked. Many think of it as a vague optimism or a naïve expectation that things will work out somehow. But biblical hope is far more concrete. It is the confident assurance of God’s promises. It is the anchor of the soul that keeps us steady when waves crash against us. It is not built on human speculation but on the historic fact of Christ’s resurrection and the eternal reality of God’s covenant.
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