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When Pastor Otis Langston died, he didn’t just leave behind a grieving 

daughter and a quiet, dwindling church congregation in rural Kentucky —he left 

behind something else. Something locked. Something no one ever dared to enter.  

Abigail Langston, 32, a theologian -turned -copyeditor, reluctantly returned to 

her hometown of Eden’s Ridge. She had no interest in becoming the "new pastor" 

as some locals quietly assumed. She was just here to settle the estate and figure 

out what to do with the crumbling church building that had loomed over her 

childhood.  

But on the third night, while exploring the church alone, she found the door. 

In the back corner of the sanctuary —behind dusty velvet drapes and a broken 

organ —was a narrow cedar door, carved with ornate crosses and Hebrew 

lettering. She remembered her father telling her it was “just a utility closet.” Yet it 

had three deadbolt locks.  

Odd for a broom cupboard.  

The keys were easy to find. Her father had kept them in a small cedar box 

labeled: “FOR ABBY. WHEN THE WORLD GETS LOUD.”  

Inside the closet wasn’t darkness. It was light.  

A soft golden glow radiated from a single hanging oil lamp. The air was thick 

with frankincense. Abigail gasped. The closet was larger on the inside. Lined with 

velvet, ancient scrolls, and embroidered tapestries with the family crest —a crest 

she never knew they had.  

On a pedestal lay a massive leather -bound book with brass corners and the 

smell of centuries. Inside it, pressed in protective pages, were hand -written 

letters, maps, relics, and journal entries dating back to the first century. She 

found a papyrus scroll with a seal —bearing the name “Matthias.”  

The disciple who replaced Judas Iscariot.  

The journals claimed that her great -great -times -a-hundred grandfather was 

none other than Matthias’s brother —a disciple -in-training who never made the 

cut. 

One passage read:  

“And had Judas not faltered, the name of Matthias’ kin would remain among 

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Black fiction stories to
warm the heart





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





