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Chapter 1: The New Watch
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Dr. Alaine Vance was no longer sitting in the basements of construction sites, but in the invisible depths of data.

Two years after the 'correction' of The Axiom, Alaine had seemingly resumed her life. She still taught structural integrity, but her true work lay hidden in the evenings, behind six independent firewalls and a tangle of encrypted servers. She had become the Warden of the Ratio (Wachter van de Ratio).

Her new struggle wasn't against gravity or concrete, but against systemic, mathematical lies hiding in the most abstract forms of human creation. The Neutral Vector—the steel, corrected element—lay like a trophy on her shelf, a reminder of the victory. But she knew the weapon was obsolete.

The Ancestor was an entity of pure, amoral efficiency, and the modern, globalized world offered an incomparably fertile breeding ground. The curse would propagate in the medium with the least human friction: data and capital.

Alaine’s greatest fear was not the return of chaos, but the perfection of order. She scanned global stock data and algorithms, looking for the signature of impossible mathematics—the digital echo of the 1.5 meter flaw.
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Chapter 2: The Null Point
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Most anomalies in the financial markets could be explained by human panic, greed, or stupidity. But one entity operated with chilling consistency: The Null Point.

The Null Point was not a bank, nor a hedge fund, but an anonymous, AI-driven trading algorithm. It operated with absolute, inhuman efficiency, gaining minuscule profits on every global transaction. It ignored the psychology and morality of the human market, following only the cold logic of capital. Within two years, it had overshadowed the most powerful entities on Wall Street and in the City of London.
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