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LEXI TURNED OFF THE neon sign, locked the door, and leaned against the glass, letting out a long sigh. It had easily been Cocoa and Cream’s busiest night yet, and the café was a mess, with tables that needed to be cleared, dishes that needed to be washed, and a floor that really needed to be swept.

“Some crowd, huh?” Tina called from the kitchen, glancing out through the service window.

“You know, we need to think about hiring somebody if it’s going to stay like this,” Lexi replied. So far, the two of them had been the only ones running the café, and business had been growing ever since day one. “We’re not going to be able to keep up.”

“I wouldn’t mind having that problem,” Tina said. She emerged from the kitchen with two bus tubs and the pair began to clear the tables.

“I’m not complaining, but we really could have used extra help tonight,” Lexi said, glancing at her watch. “I’ve got a date with Maria after work.”

“Don’t worry, I’ll take care of things if it gets too late,” Tina said. She had met Maria a few times, and she didn’t blame Lexi for wanting to meet up with her. The petite Puerto Rican girl was muy caliente.

Suddenly the phone in the office rang.

“Oh, I bet that’s for me,” Lexi said. She ran through the kitchen to the office and closed the door. Tina could hear only muffled sounds as she continued to clean up the dining room, collecting the dirty dishes and wiping down the tables and chairs.

The next thing she heard was the loud noise of the office door slamming, and Lexi came tromping back into the dining room. The furious look on her face startled Tina.

“What’s wrong?” Tina asked, drying her hands and going to her friend.

“That bitch! That goddamned bitch!” Lexi snarled.

“What happened?”

“Can you believe Maria just broke up with me?” she snapped, grabbing her towel and continuing to clean the table. “She said she met another girl at work and she wants to try seeing other people, can you believe that shit?” she said, furiously wiping the crumbs away.

“Lexi, I’m so sorry to hear that,” Tina said.

“Me too,” Lexi said, turning to the next table.

As they finished cleaning up, Tina stole a glance over at Lexi. Ever since they’d opened the café, Tina had had a crush on her business partner. With her perfect chocolate skin and curves just begging to be caressed, Lexi was a treat just waiting to be savored, if only Tina ever built up the nerve. Now that she had heard about Lexi’s breakup, perhaps this was the opening she’d been waiting for. Of course, it wouldn’t be right of me to jump on her like that after she just broke up with her girlfriend, Tina thought as she watched Lexi lean over to wipe off a table.
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