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      FASTING INTERCESSORS FOR CAMEROON

      in grateful appreciation for their nation-transforming praying.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This book was born out of prayer. The Lord called a few of us aside to pray. Each night, we wrestled in prayer between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 3:00 a.m. This went on for many weeks. We came to find ourselves blessed, challenged, and purified. We came to see the Lord in a new way and to understand the purpose of our being in a totally new light.

      This book was also born out of an experience—an experience of obedience. Some of us were led to obey an obvious command of the Lord, which is clearly written in the Bible and which we had not yet obeyed. That obedience nearly cost us our lives. God honoured that obedience and caused it to lead to the ministries now associated with Christian Literature Centre, Yaounde. It also led to the birth of some assemblies which have, by God’s grace, grown into praying communities.

      The truths charted in this book are coloured by what that local assembly has learnt as it tried, step by step, to follow the praying Lord in the School of Prayer. We have a commitment to prayer, fasting, and evangelism. We are learning and we are growing. Pray for us. Pray with us.

      We have come to discover that all things are possible to the praying saint and to the praying body of believers. By God’s grace, we are determined to wipe out the word “impossible” from the life experience of the members of the assembly.

      Our hearts’ desire is that all those who know the Lord Jesus will truly become people of prayer. So we send this book out with prayer that it will help some individuals and some local assemblies to make progress with the Lord in the “School of Prayer”.

      To the Lord Jesus, the praying, supplicating and interceding Head of the Church be untold honour, glory, and majesty forever and ever.

      
        
        Zacharias Tanee Fomum

      

      

      
        
        July 1984 Yaounde

        Cameroon
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            WHAT IS PRAYER?

          

        

      

    

    
      Prayer takes place when a believer’s will takes the same side with God’s will to worship Him, thank and praise Him, and ask as well as receive from Him. This taking sides with God’s will in the human spirit is expressed actively and vocally. Prayer is the art of the soul being lost in God – adoring and worshiping Him. It is the insistence that God’s will, which has already been established in heaven, should be done. Prayer is the commitment of a believer to fulfil and to satisfy the needs of God. Prayer is the rail on which the locomotive of God’s will moves.

      HEAVEN GOVERNED BY EARTH

      God has a will and all the power needed to execute that will unaided by man. However, in His sovereignty, He has decided that, unless He finds people who will co-operate with Him by praying, He will temporarily let His will go unaccomplished. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be, having been bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth shall be, having been loosed in heaven” (Matthew 18:18-19).

        

      

      Heaven has already bound and heaven has already loosed. What then must happen before this thing that has been bound or loosed can become practical reality on earth? It is this: earth must bind and earth must loose. Without this, what has been done in heaven will be forced to wait. God will allow a lot of His resolutions to go unfulfilled for some time if He does not find people to cooperate with Him in prayer.

      God will postpone His work or allow it to appear as if He did not care about it, until He finds someone who can pray and who does pray. He will allow a nation to go through many years without much happening until He finds His man – a man of prayer, and then He will move in a very mighty way.

      God will temporarily allow the devil to win many battles if He does not find people who will co-operate with Him to overthrow the devil and put the armies of hell to flight.

      PRAYING PEOPLE

      Prayer calls for people who are totally consecrated to the Lord, because only such people are able to know God’s will and God’s needs. Such saints have it as their ambition to fulfil God’s needs. Their one desire is that God’s will in its totality be accomplished on earth. Only consecrated people can truly pray, for they are people who have forgotten themselves in the accomplishment of God’s will. The Lord Jesus taught that the foremost things in prayer were to be

      
        
        “Hallowed be Your name. Your Kingdom come; Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:9-10).

        

      

      This is the crux of prayer, the very essence of prayer. Prayer is the complete abandonment to God with only one concern – that His name be hallowed and His will be done. This makes prayer very holy business, and only the holy can go deep in prayer fellowship with the Holy God.

      Exploiters, that is people whose main business is to get things out of God for their selfish motives, will find deep prayer impossible, for their whole desire is, “God, give me this and this and that.”

      ASKING AND RECEIVING

      Prayer is asking and receiving from the Lord, His perfect will and the accomplishment of that will. The Lord Jesus said: “Ask and you shall receive.” To ask and not to receive is a very serious affair that must not be taken lightly at all. If a believer asks something from the Lord and does not receive it, he should consider it a signal of spiritual danger. Prayer is not only asking and receiving things that are exclusively for the Kingdom. It includes the asking today for the meal of tomorrow. The Lord Jesus said,

      
        
        “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these other things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33).

        

      

      If a man’s heart is right with regard to God and His perfect will, his priorities will not be his daily needs but the Lord’s will. He will judge everything by the way it affects the will of God. Even his personal needs will be reassessed in light of the King. He will live to see God’s Kingdom established. He will dress, eat, study, and marry for the Kingdom. He will have one unchanging yardstick by which he judges everything: “Is this of God or of the devil and will this build the Kingdom of God or retard it?” It is a tragedy to pray for things that retard the Kingdom of God, but oh, how many are the sons of the Kingdom who pray that way!

      PRAYER A RAIL

      Prayer is the rail on which the train of God’s power moves. A huge locomotive with an appropriately big engine will not move even for the shortest distance if there are no rails on which it can move. God, in His wondrous sovereignty, has decided to limit Himself to the rails that the Church provides for Him. The more the rails of prayer that the Church makes available, the more the locomotive of God’s power will move. The fewer the rails that are made available, the less the locomotive of the power of the Lord will move. The lesser men pray, the lesser God will move. We know in this local assembly that one tract had led four people to the Lord because the Church prays. In this local assembly, if the prayer life were tripled, God’s power train would have three times more rails to move on and one tract would lead twelve people to the Lord, and if the Church prayed one hundredfold, one tract would lead four hundred people to Christ. I believe that we can increase our prayer life one hundredfold and that must be our goal.

      PRAYER IS CONFLICT

      Under normal circumstances prayer would be simply asking from the Lord as a child asks from his father thus, “Daddy, give me X or Y,” and receiving the answer from him without straining, agonizing or pressing on. This indeed is true for certain aspects of prayer and some occasions. However, in many instances this is not so. We have to strain, agonize, and press on in order to obtain what we want from the Lord. Why is this so? Why this struggle?

      The reason for the struggle lies in the very nature of who is involved or affected by prayer. Prayer involves three persons. There is the person praying, there is God to whom the prayer is being addressed, and there is the third person whom many ignore to their undoing. He is the Enemy, Satan, who opposes, hinders, and delays prayer. Prayer, therefore, is violent opposition to the will of the devil. It is merciless destruction of his cause and his army. Prayer is hard work. It is violent activity. The more praying there is, the more the devil is put out of control. The less the praying, the less his cause is hindered. The devil has so much authority today in the world because of the many spectators in the Church who do not pray or who pray too little.

      The conflict with the wicked one means that prayer will sometimes involve cries, tears, groans, agony, heartache, and wrestling. Deep prayer is conflict, expensive conflict! How sad it is to know that only very few of God’s children know anything about this!!

      May we grow up and face the fight in prayer! May we develop a holy anger towards the enemy. May we say, “Satan, I am going to deal with you. In the name of Jesus I come against you and your kingdom and I will not spare it.”

      PRAYER IS PERSISTING WORK

      Some believers pray one or two times, or for one or two years, and when they do not see the answer, they are discouraged and say, “God has not answered. Hallelujah.” If after praying for an unbeliever for four or five years and he is not converted; if the praying person gives up, it reflects the fact that he was never serious at all. God will answer. Sometimes He will answer before we call. In other instances, He will answer long after we have called. If we are in His will, there can be no giving up of a topic of prayer until the answer has been given. Those who think that prayer is modern computerized science in which you fit in the data, press a button, and have the answer have missed it completely.

      When the Lord Jesus taught on persistence in prayer, He said, “Nevertheless when the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?” Why did He ask that question? It is this: the person with genuine faith is the one who can enter into real prayer. The sad thing is that if the Lord came today, He would find very few with genuine faith. Those with genuine faith are not the “magicians” who just want to say, “In the name of Jesus, stand and walk.” They are wrestlers who will put everything into the fight and never give up. Peter and John could say,

      
        
        “In the name of Jesus, stand up and walk” (Acts 3:6).

        

      

      But let us remember that these were praying men from a praying Church.

      So as we approach prayer, let us bear in mind that it is a total business for a total people.

      As we study this subject, may the Holy Spirit who prays for us with groans too deep for words and our interceding High Priest, the Lord Jesus, stand by us to reveal His truth to us, and to lead us on. Glory be to the Lord in the highest. Amen.

      WHAT IS PRAYERLESSNESS?

      Prayerlessness is the refusal to take up the mighty weapons of prayer and be involved with God in His battles. Prayerlessness is too little or no effective praying.

      Prayerlessness is absolute rebellion. It is the deliberate refusal to obey God’s command to pray. Prayerlessness is a great sin. It is a determination to take an active side with the devil to fight against God. It is a determination to frustrate God’s purposes, to wreck the Kingdom of God.

      Prayerlessness is a determined effort to ensure that sinners are lost in hell forevermore. It is a calculated effort to ensure that backsliders are not restored and that ultimate victory belongs to the wicked one.

      All who do not pray make themselves enemies of the praying Lord. If souls are lost, it is because there are prayerless believers, for no soul is won into the Kingdom of God unless the price has been paid in terms of vital praying. Every soul that is lost to the devil is lost because the Church did not pray at all or did not pray effectively. Prayerless believers will answer to the Lord on Judgement Day for all the souls that have perished forevermore. They are guilty of the blood of these people.

      Fellow saint, the worst sin you can commit as a child of God is to pray superficially or not to pray at all. Prayerlessness is high treason against the government of God. It is betraying God and the entire cause of the Kingdom of God.

      Prayerlessness is the fool’s way of life, the sluggard’s companion, and the way to a life of planned spiritual darkness and poverty. You dare not allow yourself the luxury of so great a sin!!! Think about the conversion of Saul, who later on became the apostle Paul. Some people think that it just happened. Such people do not imagine how many people prayed for this one man who was terrorizing the Church. Each time the believers met, they must have prayed for him. Because they prayed, God brought him to conversion and regeneration. Saul would never have been converted without the prayers of the Church. Praying churches are living churches, and living churches are growing churches. If there is a thing that should be done now for the glory of God, it is to pray. I encourage everyone to pray and to rally men to pray. Dare not stand to lead a prayer meeting, to pray or sing for the Lord, without an active life of prayer. Dare not preach to men about God until you have told God about men in prayer. If you preach without much prayer you frustrate God’s purposes. Please, again I say, “Pray.”
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            THE LORD JESUS AT PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      The Lord Jesus was given to prayer. He prayed. His life and ministry began in prayer, continued in prayer, and was consummated in prayer. Right at the tender age of twelve years He remained in the temple, and when His anxious parents saw Him and questioned, He simply asked,

      
        
        “How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49).

        

      

      He was in His Father’s house – the house of prayer (Mark 11:17) and it goes without question that He must have prayed.

      Later on, he was baptized in water by John the Baptist, He immediately began to pray and as He prayed, the Holy Spirit came upon Him. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized AND WAS PRAYING, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him” (Luke 3:21,22).

        

      

      He prayed as a way of life. The Bible says,

      
        
        “And in the morning, a great while before day, He rose and went out to a lonely place, AND THERE HE PRAYED” (Mark 1:35).

        

      

      Prayer was the first business of the Lord. He decided not to see the face of man before He had seen the face of His Father, and not to talk to men about His Father until He had talked to His Father about men.

      Faced with the crucial issue of choosing the twelve apostles, He found that such a far-reaching decision required much time with His Father beyond the normal mornings spent in prayer. So He spent the whole night in prayer. The Bible says,

      
        
        “In those days He went out to the mountain to pray; and ALL NIGHT HE CONTINUED IN PRAYER TO GOD. And when it was day, He called His disciples, and chose from them twelve, whom He named apostles” (Luke 6:12-13).

        

      

      That was the Lord’s way of handling big and far-reaching decisions.

      The Lord was always at prayer. He often withdrew to lonely places and there prayed alone. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Now it happened that as He was praying alone the disciples were with Him” (Luke 9:18);

        

      

      
        
        “About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning” (Luke 9:28-29, NIV);

        

      

      
        
        “But He withdrew to the wilderness and prayed” (Luke 5:16).

        

      

      
        
        “Immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while He dismissed the crowd. And after He had taken leave of them, He went up on the mountain to pray” (Mark 6:45-46).

        

      

      
        
        “Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.’ Going a little farther He fell with His face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father’ …” (Matthew 26:36-39, NIV).

        

      

      Jesus knew that deep prayer was a matter between God and the praying person, whom no one should disturb. He thus withdrew so often into lonely places. Often He must have just prayed with His disciples by Him, like during the incident which Luke records by saying,

      
        
        “He was praying in a certain place, and when He ceased, one of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray’” (Luke 11:1).

        

      

      Often He took a few of them away with Him to pray, but the most precious times of His life were His moments alone with God – all others away. He must have enjoyed these so much that He “naturally” just withdrew to have those times with His Father. Although He lived in unceasing fellowship with His Father, He nevertheless delighted in those precious moments when, alone with Him, He could enter into something akin to the fellowship they knew together in heaven before He came down to earth. Jesus literally lived in expectation of those times of fellowship in prayer. They meant everything to Him.

      All people who pray will normally enjoy fellowship with God all the time, but they will so know God and so enjoy Him that general times of fellowship will not fully satisfy. They will, therefore, look for privacy with Him. They will withdraw from the world to be with Him. They long for Him and languish for Him and are unsatisfied until He fills them.

      So we see that for Jesus, prayer was, first of all, not a matter of asking and receiving. It was communion, fellowship. It was enjoying God. It was heart fellowship.

      Secondly, prayer for Jesus served to obtain guidance. He knew He had to appoint twelve of His many disciples as apostles. Possibly, He already knew in His heart who was likely to be appointed. He was very God of very God, but He still went apart to ask the Father, to check with Him. He spent the whole night, as it were, going from one name to the other, asking the Father’s approval. The Father gave His approval and He came and made the appointments and the consequence of who was appointed spans time and eternity!

      Thirdly, prayer for Jesus was a matter of warfare. He knew the Father’s will. He also knew the Enemy’s commitment to thwart that will. He reinforced the Father’s will against the devil’s will; He engaged in mighty conflict with the devil in prayer, His sweat becoming like drops of blood as He prayed the Father’s will through to victory. So throughout His whole life, each time He saw a violent attack on the Father’s will, He went aside to pray until the tide of the Enemy’s activity subsided.

      Fourthly, the prayer life of the Lord was one of mighty, potent intercession. He just interceded. From the moment when He selected the apostles and called them apart, He must have interceded for them as individuals and as a team. How He must have interceded for Peter! He Himself said,

      
        
        “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:31-32, NIV).

        

      

      Peter was truly tested and he even failed, but he repented and went on. Had Jesus not interceded for him, he would have failed utterly. The contribution of Peter to the Church depended not so much on Peter as on the Lord who called him, and in his hour of deepest weakness prayed for him. The intercessory ministry of the Lord is of such importance that it is one of the ministries that He carries out right from the throne of all glory.

      Fifthly, prayer for Jesus was importunity. It is not that He doubted God’s love and willingness to do things. He just knew that something wonderful happened in the spiritual realm when the praying person held on to his request and persisted in prayer. He engaged in this aspect of prayer when, at Gethsemane, He prayed not only once or twice but thrice about “the cup.” This was importunity by the Lord. His prayer was in the Father’s will, yet He importuned God. What an example!

      Sixthly, prayer to Jesus was a matter of watching. He told the disciples to watch and pray. He must certainly have been saying it from deep experience. He watched and prayed so much that He insisted upon it. He said,

      
        
        “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41).

        

      

      The Lord asked the sleeping disciples,

      
        
        “So, could you not watch with me one hour?” (Matthew 26:40)

        

      

      He Himself was obviously watching and was sad that His closest disciples could not watch with Him.

      The seventh thing that prayer was to Jesus was that it provided the mechanism for asking and receiving things from the Father. He asked the Father that Lazarus be raised from the dead and the Father answered Him in the affirmative (John 11:41-44). He asked the Father to glorify Him. His actual prayer was,

      
        
        “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son may glorify You. For You granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those You have given him. I have brought You glory on earth by finishing the work You gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in Your presence with the glory I had with You before the world began.” (John 17:1-5, NIV).

        

      

      The Father also answered this prayer for the apostle Peter, who in talking of the resurrected Lord said,

      
        
        “The God of our fathers raised Jesus whom you killed by hanging on the tree. God exalted Him at His right hand as the Leader and Saviour” (Acts 5:30,31).

        

      

      Jesus received answers to all the prayers He ever made because He fulfilled all the requirements of God for prayer to be answered.

      The eighth thing about the prayer life of the Lord Jesus was that He prayed for the Church. He prayed like this,

      
        
        “I have given them Your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that You take them out of the world but that You protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as You are in me and I am in You. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that You have sent me” (John 17:14-21, NIV).

        

      

      The ninth thing about the prayer life of the Lord Jesus is that He supplicated. He prayed deeply in dead earnest. The Bible says about Him that,

      
        
        “In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard for His godly fear” (Hebrews 5:7).

        

      

      The tenth thing about the prayer life of the Lord Jesus was that He taught people to pray and commanded people to pray. He said to His disciples,

      
        
        “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be Your name, Your Kingdom come…’ ” (Luke 11:2-13, NIV).

        

      

      He encouraged them to pray for labourers, for He said to them,

      
        
        “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38).

        

      

      The Lord did not only pray. He wanted people to pray. His concern today is that in addition to praying men, there be some of them who, in addition to praying, call and teach others to pray and to reproduce teachers of the holy art of prayer.

      The eleventh thing about the prayer life of the Lord Jesus was that He saw that prayer and fasting were mutual companions. He Himself fasted and prayed. His disciples fasted and prayed, and the victorious Church continues to be a fasting, praying Church.

      The last thing we would like to say about the prayer life of the Lord is that His earthly life so lived in the power of prayer was terminated in prayer. His last words were a prayer,

      
        
        “ ‘Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.’ When He had said this, He breathed His last” (Luke 23:46, NIV).

        

      

      Before this last act of worship and prayer, He had clearly shown that prayer would be answered only if it fulfilled the required conditions set out by God.

      Jesus is, thus, our supreme example of prayer. We do well to follow Him into the School of Prayer and sit at His feet to be taught by Him. My prayer today is that some people should again confess their ignorance on how to pray and turn to Him, the Lord of glory, and ask Him again, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” If they do so, by the power of the indwelling Lord, the Holy Spirit will help us in our weakness and ignorance, teach us, intercede for us, and make us into people who can teach others the art of holy praying.
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            PRAYER

          

          A Spiritual Conflict

        

      

    

    
      THE DEVIL’S ATTACK ON PRAYER AND THE BELIEVER’S WAY OF VICTORY

      We have said that there are two master wills in conflict – the will of the Eternal Father and the will of the Prince of Darkness – and that God in His sovereignty will temporarily allow His purposes to go unaccomplished and the wicked one to apparently win, if believers, by an active decision of their wills, do not take sides with God’s will by prayer. In that sense, then, the prayer of God’s children becomes the greatest opposition to the cause of the Enemy that could be. Because this is so, the devil has marshalled a tremendous force, using his total trinity of the devil, the flesh, and the world to attack prayer. If he wins there, he has won. If, on the other hand, the Church wins, then the devil’s cause suffers tragic but glorious ruin. Let us look now at his attack on prayer, and then we shall turn to the way of victory since the Church has no choice but to win. God is ultimately undefeatable.

      THE DEVIL’S ATTACK ON PRAYER: THE RESTLESS DESTROYER

      The Enemy once told the Eternal Father, in response to a question, “Where have you come from?” that he had come

      
        
        “from going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it” (Job 1:7).

        

      

      He is the god of this world and he is not sleeping or resting. He is far from taking a holiday. If some believers are resting or on holiday, I call them to awaken to the fact that the devil takes no holidays. He never sleeps. He goes “to and fro, up and down.” We may ask, What is he up to? Why does he go all over? The apostle Peter gives us the answer. He says,

      
        
        “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8).

        

      

      He moves up and down so that he may prowl very near and be ready to attack at the slightest opening. Whom does he want to attack? He principally wants to attack believers with regards to prayer – to cause them either not to pray or, if they insist, to cause them not to pray victoriously. This is his master strategy.

      I humbly plead with all of God’s children to see with me that the whole world has not been evangelized up to now, and the Church has not been rendered spotless and without blemish, because the devil has scored some very great victories here in fighting against prayer. May God open our eyes to the fact that the central victory with regards to world evangelism is not speakers and evangelists, needful as these are, but prayer. The Lord is not going to come to satisfy the desires of speculators about the last days but to fulfill the desires of His lovers who usher in His return and reign by prayer. The Enemy is at work. Will the Church rise to prayer? Every area of prayer – intercession, supplication, fasting – is being attacked by the Enemy. May God open our eyes to this fact and may He teach us how to counter these attacks. Satan is restless. May we, too, become restless. He wants to destroy us. May we destroy him beforehand.

      DESTRUCTION THROUGH IGNORANCE

      The Lord said that His people perished for want of knowledge. The ignorance of the average believer, of the Word of God, the way of victory, the life of prayer, et cetera, is amazing. The devil is at the root of this. He blinds believers!!!

      He blinds believers from knowing that they have access to the Father through the blood of the Son. He emphasizes the fact that they have sinned and if they come to the Lord in prayer, He will not hear them. He causes some believers to carry an unending sense of guilt over sins that have been confessed and forgiven, and sometimes he causes guilt over sins that have not been committed at all. Where there is no sin yet, he causes the believer to feel that he will soon commit a terrible sin and so should not pray. He suggests to those who have sinned that it is not necessary to confess their sin at once. God is still too angry with them to hear them. They should allow some time to go by so that God’s anger should cool down and maybe they will then be able to confess and be heard. Sometimes he tells some believers not to bother about confessing but to just wait, for time will heal the wounds caused by their sin and God will forget with time. All this is aimed at destroying the grounds of assurance by which we come to the Father. The Word of God says,

      
        
        “For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. LET US THEN WITH CONFIDENCE DRAW NEAR TO THE THRONE OF GRACE, THAT WE MAY RECEIVE MERCY AND FIND GRACE TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED” (Hebrews 4:15-16).

        

      

      
        
        “FOR THROUGH HIM WE BOTH HAVE ACCESS IN ONE SPIRIT TO THE FATHER” (Ephesians 2:18).

        

      

      If the devil is accusing you because of a sin you have committed, confess the sin, forsake it and then quote the following scripture to Satan when he next comes,

      
        
        “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

        

      

      After that say to him, “Shame, Satan. Depart from me.”

      He may attack by causing us to doubt the faithfulness of God. He may say, “Think of this issue about which you have prayed and prayed and yet there is no answer. God does not answer the prayers of everybody. He has His favourites. You are not one of them. Don’t bother to pray because you will not get anything out of it.” To this, you can simply open your record and read to him some of the many answers to prayers that you have received. Remind him that God has asked you to continue in prayer over some issues and that this is one of them. Tell the devil that you are God’s favourite and therefore God’s best is for you. Quote the following scripture to him. It is God talking about your being special and precious to Him:

      
        
        “Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life” (Isaiah 43:4, NIV).

        

      

      Remind him of all God’s promises to answer prayer. Quote them to him one after another, and then tell him to be gone.

      He may attack in a more dangerous way by saying that you do not need to pray, that prayer is for weak people or for people who are unable. He may suggest that you are very well able and even suggest to you all the potentials that you have for succeeding without prayer. He may quote the names of many unbelievers who have accomplished great things without prayer. This is a most dangerous temptation. It is an invitation to doubt God and trust yourself. It is an invitation to rebellion. Satan is simply saying to you, “Rebel as I did. Declare your independence from God.” The first reaction of this is to speak boldly and authoritatively to him to go away. Confess the fact that without God you can do nothing. The Lord Jesus said,

      
        
        “Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

        

      

      Refuse to rebel. Tell him that all your abilities are from the Lord and that they can best function only in submission to Him. About the success of the unbelievers, quote the following scripture to him,

      
        
        “Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious of those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away” (Psalms 37:1-2, NIV).

        

      

      In another way, he may tempt you to independence by telling you that you may, if you insist, pray about the big issues, but you should not bother God with the small ones. He will suggest that you should, in so acting, prove that you are mature and God can depend on you. Know that God can only “depend” on those who depend on Him. Tell him that you have no strength or ability of your own for the “small” matters. God is concerned about every hair on your head and none drops without His knowledge. What else could be smaller? Tell him this: “Nothing is small. Nothing is big. God alone is great.” Then go ahead and pray about all the minute details of your life. They matter to God. Will you consider me vain? If you do, that is your business; but I want to let you know that a few days ago, I stood full length before a mirror and talked to God about my entire physical body – thanking Him for it and asking His help to make some parts more appealing. That is my God and part of the way I relate to Him.

      PHYSICAL ATTACK ON PRAYER

      If the devil fails to convince us not to pray, he will go ahead to make the prayer time as difficult as possible. You know something of that feeling of extreme loneliness and total separation from God that sometimes overwhelms a praying saint. It is as if God had shut you away in another world and Himself ran away from it. It is a feeling that comes from the wicked one, but which sometimes the wicked one uses to disturb and sometimes halt the business of prayer of even maturing saints. We must resist him here too. At such times, I suggest that you pray aloud and shout if need be. Quote a verse about God’s unchanging presence like,

      
        
        “…Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20, NIV).

        

      

      Quote it aloud to remind yourself of God’s promise and therefore of His presence. Quote it to remind the Lord that you need His touch at such a time, and quote it to remind the devil that he has failed. Then go on praying.

      He may attack your physical body by causing feelings of tiredness even after a lot of rest, by putting you into bad moods, by causing you to be weary without reason, by suddenly taking away your peace so that you cannot easily settle down to that calmness that is necessary for prayer. He may cause the phone to ring loudly and persistently just as you kneel to pray, or he may send somebody to visit you just at that crucial moment. He may bring the thought of something that is very pressing to you, and make you feel that you must do that thing at once or there will be great trouble. He may then say that you should not pray now and that a more conducive time will be at night when everything is quiet. At night he will try to drug you with sleep.

      We must see these as the Enemy’s ways. We must resist the feeling of tiredness. Jumping up and down will be helpful. We must claim victory over our moods. We must claim our peace from the Lord. After all, the Lord left peace as a legacy for us when He said,

      
        
        “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27, NIV).

        

      

      If there is a visitor, we should boldly tell him politely that we are just about to go into prayer and that he should wait or call at another time. Does it sound rude keeping him waiting or sending him away? Well, judge for yourself, but I think that it is enormously ruder to keep God, with whom we made the appointment, waiting or send Him away. We must insist and not postpone the prayer time. Prayer time is one of those things that cannot wait. It must not wait.

      A TOTAL ATTACK BY THE ENEMY

      The way in which the Enemy launched a total attack on Job is very instructive. He took away all of Job’s wealth and all his children in one day. Later on he took away his health. This was an attack from all angles and in one go. It was meant to force surrender. He still does that today. He will want to do it on praying saints. How does one overcome in such a situation? I want to suggest that it is by persisting, regardless of what comes.

      However, I want to say that the best results are obtained by attacking him first. Before the Six Day War between Egypt and Israel, I understand that Egypt had far more warplanes and could have reduced Israel to nothing. How did Israel win? They won by attacking the enemy planes on the ground before they had time to attack. They hit the Egyptian planes in Egyptian airports before they had time to take off and hit Israel.

      I believe with my whole heart, and I know a bit of it from experience, that the safest thing for a believer is to attack the devil before he attacks, to fight the battle with him in his own territory and to be the aggressor.

      THE BELIEVER’S WAY OF VICTORY

      We have already suggested some ways by which the believer is to react to the attack of the wicked one to ensure that the life of prayer is maintained. One thing is, however, deficient in what was suggested there because it presupposes that the devil has attacked the disciple’s life of prayer and therefore the disciple has then to do something about it. As we already said in passing, that kind of warfare is dangerous because it would still end with the devil winning in some battles. We suggested that the best thing was for the battle to be fought in the Enemy’s camp to ensure that he suffers any casualties that may and will arise in the battle, to attack the devil first and thus to ground all his effort and plans. We believe that the believer has no substitute for this way of fighting if he wants assured victory.

      WATCHING IN PRAYER

      Watching is a crucial and indispensable aspect of victorious praying. We believe that the forty days of fasting that preceded the Lord’s earthly ministry were spent largely in the ministry of watching in prayer. Later on He commended the same ministry to us in very clear terms. In fact, He commanded us to carry it out. He said,

      
        
        “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into” (Matthew 24:42-43, NIV).

        

      

      (There is a sense, especially for the subject of prayer in which the thief is the devil who comes to steal and kill and destroy.)

      
        
        “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour” (Matthew 25:13).

        

      

      
        
        “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41).

        

      

      
        
        “But watch at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36).

        

      

      
        
        “Take heed, watch and pray for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to watch. Watch therefore for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning lest he come suddenly and find you sleeping. AND WHAT I SAY TO YOU I SAY TO ALL: WATCH” (Mark 13:33-37).

        

      

      Of course these passages apply to watching and waiting for our MASTER, the Lord of glory to come. But they are very applicable to us, too, for there is the other master sure, not our master, but the devil, who is prepared to come not for good but for evil. The apostle Paul recommended,

      
        
        “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).

        

      

      When he outlined the way by which he had accomplished his far-reaching ministry for the Lord Jesus, he included,

      
        
        “Labours, watching,…” (2 Corinthians 6:5).

        

      

      The Lord Jesus called us to watch and pray. The apostle does the same. We have no alternative if we are to remain victorious. Let Peter’s example serve as a warning to us. In the garden of Gethsemane, the Lord commanded them to watch and pray so that they might not enter into temptation. They did not obey but slept. Not long from then temptation came and one of those who slept instead of watching yielded to temptation and denied the Lord. Had he obeyed the Lord’s instruction and watched and prayed, the story would certainly have been different.

      As the clock of God’s timing moves towards the close of the age, the devil is going to marshal, and he already has his mightiest weapons against the Church and particularly against those who ignore the command of the Lord to watch.

      WHAT IS WATCHING IN PRAYER?

      Watching is the condition of being spiritually (and, of course, physically) fully alert and quiet before the Lord so that He may reveal things to you by opening your heart and mind to things which you would otherwise not have seen.

      During watching, the Lord opens our “eyes” to see ways by which the devil is planning to attack the will of God in one way or the other. This may include planned attack on the ministry of the Church, our bodies, et cetera, just anything that the adversary may want to hit. I normally watch with my pen and paper by me so that as the Lord shows me the plan of the wicked one I write it down so that I will then know how to counter it.

      When that part of watching is over, I discuss with the Lord whether I am to approach it by defensive warfare or by an offensive one. If the Lord asks me to crush him when he attacks, or how best to inform those he wants to attack and so get them ready to defend themselves when he so attacks, if the Lord recommends effective warfare, then I will discuss the plan, strategy, timing, et cetera, with Him. With this finished, my part of watching in relationship to the Enemy attack is finished. I now have enough to pray about.

      THE ATTACK ON THE DEVIL IN PRAYER

      Normally, the believer labours to be at peace with all men. However, we are never to be at peace with the devil. As long as he continues to occupy even one inch of territory that was won for the Lord Jesus on Calvary, we are to attack him and do him harm. No believer should rest until he or she has personally inflicted many injuries on the devil. Let me ask you a few personal questions. Does the devil bear scars of wounds put on him by you? Are there damaged areas in his territory and schemes that bear testimony of your attack on him? Does he sigh with bitterness and say, “But for so and so, my kingdom would be much stronger”? Of course, the foundations of his kingdom were broken at Calvary by our victorious Commander-in-chief, the Lord Jesus, and that can never be repeated. We have, however, the responsibility of pulling down his kingdom. We can pull down and we must pull down because the foundations are already broken.

      The foremost weapon to be used against the devil is prayer. When the apostle Paul outlines the believer’s armour, he puts the most important weapon last. It is prayer. It is that weapon against which all of hell is powerless. He says,

      
        
        “Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication… for all the saints…” (Ephesians 6:18-19).

        

      

      What do we do in this kind of prayer?

      WE ASK AND WE BREAK DOWN

      The Lord says,

      
        
        “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Psalms 2:8-9).

        

      

      We ask the Lord for the nations so that we may bring them to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus. To do this, we have to overcome the barrier of the devil who holds them in captivity. So, in prayer and by prayer, we break the devil’s kingdom, taking each aspect of that kingdom and, in the name of the Lord, dashing it to pieces. Brethren, the devil’s kingdom has a point of weakness. It is a point that is discovered in prayer and to which, by prayer, the believer can actually do much havoc. His kingdom, though apparently strong, is very fragile, provided the right weapons are used. A stone may not be broken with a wooden stick but a hammer will do it easily. May we use the right weapons and we shall find that the devil’s kingdom is like a potter’s vessel of clay. Even if the clay were strong, it would yield to persistent hammering, especially the hammering that is watered by fasting, praise, and thanksgiving. The persistent hammering of supplications will break it down even if the first blows were not successful.

      WE WREAK VENGEANCE AND EXECUTE JUDGEMENT

      The Word of God says,

      
        
        “Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches. Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, to wreak vengeance on the nations and chastisement on the peoples, to bind their kings with chains and their nobles with fetters of iron, to execute on them the judgement written! This is glory for all His faithful ones” (Psalms 149:5-9).

        

      

      This is most wonderful. We are to praise and fight at the same time. We are to worship the Lord and punish the devil at the same time. This is time not only for praise. This is time not only for warfare. This is time for praise-thanksgiving-warfare. The believer cannot lose in such a battle. He must win. What does he do while praising and while praying? He is to take up the two-edged sword of prayer against the devil and his allies. He is to pull down the nations that are the devil’s allies. He is to bind their kings with chains and their nobles with fetters of iron and to pronounce judgement on them for their sin: and then, because they are bound with chains and therefore under his control, in prayer, he is to bring them to a saving knowledge of the Lord! This is for all God’s faithful ones. This kind of praying is for all the saints. It is hell-breaking. It is heaven-building. Remember that the purpose of binding the kings and nobles is to render their desires to do harm against the will of God impossible. It is to ground their actions. The binding in victorious praying is with nothing less than chains and fetters of iron. But the purpose is far greater. It is to bring these bound helpless prisoners to the feet of the Lord Jesus. Fellow saint, you can have kings, presidents, and nobles under your feet by prayer of the right kind. You are meant to have a foretaste of the rulership that will be yours in the Kingdom, now, by the prayer. Enter into it. It is for you. Pay the price and enter into prayer-rulership.

      What of the foolish arguments of people who do not want to believe in the Lord Jesus? What of their unbelief? Are we able to come against such weapons of the wicked one? The biblical answer is yes. One hundred times yes. The Word of God says,

      
        
        “For the weapons of our warfare are not worldly but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and EVERY proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).

        

      

      Yes we have divine weapons. We are fighting a spiritual battle by prayer. We can destroy all arguments against the Lord and His Gospel. We are able to destroy EVERY proud obstacle (including the devil) to the knowledge of God. We are able to take EVERY thought of every human being captive to obey Christ. We can rule and conquer and bring every kind of person to obey Christ.

      However, there is a price to pay in order to do this. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Being ready to punish every disobedience WHEN YOUR OBEDIENCE IS COMPLETE” (2 Corinthians 10:6).

        

      

      Only the completely obedient can unseat the devil completely. Can God find completely obedient servants? Will God find servants whose obedience is complete to use in this kind of warfare? Is your obedience complete? Will you allow Him to work mightily in you now to render your obedience to Him complete? What is the price? Pay it and conquer.

      WHAT IF WE ARE SUDDENLY ATTACKED?

      It is possible to be born again in a country where, due to the failure of the Church to put the devil in his right place, the devil’s stronghold is thoroughly established. You may, on the other hand, be a pioneer in a place where Jesus has not yet been named and therefore the devil is on the offensive, or you may be suddenly and fiercely attacked by the wicked one. What are you to do? The prophet Jeremiah has an answer for all in these kinds of situations and for the Church in such situations. He says to the Lord,

      
        
        “You are my hammer and weapon of war. With You I break nations to pieces; with You I destroy kingdoms; with You I break in pieces man and woman; with You I break in pieces the old man and the youth; with You I break in pieces the young man and the maiden; with You I break in pieces the shepherd and his flock; with You I break in pieces the farmer and his team; with You I break in pieces governors and commanders” (Jeremiah 51:20-23).

        

      

      We, too, must do the same: break in pieces until all becomes pieces – impotent pieces. The psalmist added his word of approval to such warfare. He said

      
        
        “All nations surrounded me; in the name of the Lord I cut them off! They surrounded me on every side; in the name of the Lord I cut them off! They surrounded me like bees, they blazed like a fire of thorns; in the name of the Lord I cut them off!” (Psalm 118:10-12).

        

      

      This is the way of victory. Such warfare wrecks the Enemy’s kingdom. It destroys and sows confusion in that kingdom so much so that the Enemy is able to turn and destroy itself.

      NEHEMIAH’S EXAMPLE

      Nehemiah had a divine commission, but there were adversaries. He tells the story himself. He says,

      
        
        “When the enemies heard that it was known that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his work. From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail and the leaders stood behind all the house of Judah who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were laden in such a way that each with one hand laboured on the work and with the other hand held his weapon. And each of the builders had his sword girded at his side as he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, ‘The work is great and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall far from each other. In the place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.’ So we laboured at the work; and half of them held the spears from the break of dawn till the stars came out. I also said to the people at that time, ‘Let every man and his servant pass the night within Jerusalem that they may be a guard for us by night and may labour by day.’ So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of us took off our clothes, each kept his weapon in his hand” (Nehemiah 4:15-23).

        

      

      There are many important lessons here. They were prepared both for building and for battle. One hand built and one hand held the weapon. All of them were involved without exception. They guarded as they built and they put up a guard for the night.

      The time has come when the prayer warriors of God must not only pray, “Hallowed be Your name, Your Kingdom come and Your will be done,” wonderful as this is, but they must also pray down the Enemy kingdom and pray out his will. There must be mighty deliberate efforts in prayer not only to build the glorious Kingdom of the Lord but also to pull down the wicked kingdom of the devil. We are to direct part of our attention to praying and establishing the will of the Lord and the other part to purposely undoing the will of the wicked one. We are to find joy and satisfaction in the overthrow of Satan’s will. Everything done to establish God’s Kingdom will win His approval, and everything done to pull down the devil’s kingdom will also win His approval. Ultimately, the two are interrelated, for we cannot fully establish God’s Kingdom until we have brought down that of the Enemy. We cannot plunder the house until the strong man of the house has been bound. We must bind the devil.

      Such a task can be carried out by individual believers only to a small extent. God has not given such a task merely to individuals. It is the task of the whole Church; and, in each locality, it is the task of the local church. Each member of the Church must be involved. In Nehemiah’s day there were no exceptions. We cannot afford exceptions today. Again I say that it is the task of the whole Church to fight this kind of prayer battle with God against the devil.
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