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10 of Wands

“Are you ready for the next card, Alice?”

Alice smiled and nodded. Madeline handed her niece a card. Alice looked at it. She nodded to her aunt and left moments later.

Eliot stopped in the hallway to avoid colliding with Alice. He watched her walk upstairs. He turned to Madeline. “So, which card is it today?”

“10 of Wands.”

“Oh, I don’t think I’m familiar with that one.” He paused to see what Madeline was going to do.

She stood up and walked into the hallway. “What is it, Eliot?”

“I was just wondering if you were going to check the garden or greenhouse today.”

“Oh, I’ll get some vegetables when we need to eat.”

He smiled. “Anything other reasons?”

She sighed. “I don’t think so. I think I’m too old for all that work anymore. You know what to do. I have to say whenever I go and get vegetables, everything looks good. I don’t think I need to worry about it.” She stopped and stared at him. “Are you afraid I’m too old for any kind of work now?” She frowned.

He shook his head. “I was just checking. I’d hate to step on your toes even accidentally.”

“Oh?”

“I guess I’m just used to your ways and a bit afraid that you’ll get mad about something I’m doing differently from what you’ve always done.”

She sighed. “I see. Is it too much responsibility for you?”

“I don’t think so. The plants do a great job on their own. I think all we do is ensure they get what they need so they can do what they do best.”

“I see. I’m glad you have plenty of energy for the plants.” She blinked. “Have you done anything differently lately?”

“I don’t know. I’m still watering and weeding as you taught me to. I still take my notes and draw what I see.” He pushed his short hair up on his head. “I can’t think of anything. It’s just something that nags at me.”

She smiled. “I think you’re just too used to me. Now that I let you do it all, you think you might be doing something wrong. Or different that I may not understand. It’s okay, if you change things to suit you. All I can do now is tell you what the clients ask for when it comes to herbs.”

“So, you wouldn’t mind if I changed things?”

She shook her head. “I let go of control of that when I gave you free rein. It’s your job now. I suppose you may have to grow some different plants depending upon what the clients ask for or need. I trust that you’ve learned enough to know that part for sure. I do recall you helped me and you know how I don’t complain about any bodily problems.”

He smiled. “Yes, I remember. Okay, then I’ll stop worrying about it. I’ll just listen and see what people need.”

Madeline nodded and walked away. Eliot thought for a moment and then he went to his room to grab his notebook. Then he went quickly to the greenhouse to check which medicines were ready for sale as he checked his notes as to what else they could need. Madeline had sent him some specific ones to keep in stock based on what clients asked for. He also received messages from clients directly.
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