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Why Another Book on the Believer’s Authority?
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It is always good to be clear about why a writer takes an extensive amount of time and energy, not to mention research, to write a book. Jesus spoke about counting the cost of a project before taking it on (Lk. 14:28-30). I did not originally want to write about the believer’s authority. Your feedback and responses made me realize you are interested in my approach, voice, tone, and views on this topic. Every writer brings his own views and approach to each topic.

I have attempted to do just that in this book. You will probably not hear another person’s take quite like mine. I hope it is a blessing to you and gives you a good idea of what the Bible says about your authority in Christ. While this book gives you a ton of Bible references to back up everything I say about the believer’s authority, I have also tried to make it a practical book you can use as you learn how to use your authority in Christ.

Is It Necessary?

There are over twenty books on the believer’s authority at the time of this writing. I have at least perused, if I have not read, each book. So why in the world would I write about such a broadly written topic? Is it necessary to have another book on the believer’s authority in the market?

You know my answer to that question is a resounding, “Yes.” Why? As I did my research into the believer’s authority, I found many of those books were light on scriptural references and concepts or only told half of the story.  I saw the need to service the Church and Jesus’s saints with a more complete and biblical framework for their authority in Christ.

While there is good teaching on the believer’s authority, I have found that many of the books I have read and the teaching I have heard lack something between biblical accuracy and application. My goal is not to call out false teachers as much as I wish to call out false teaching. It is the duty of every pastor to defend the flock against false teachers and false teaching. I find addressing false teaching can be instructive and beneficial.  Other false teachers will pick up false teaching from others and mix it with their teaching and books.

Mostly in the New Testament letters, biblical writers address the false teaching without always talking about the false teachers. They deal with the false teaching by presenting the pure water of the Word. The Secret Service knows a counterfeit bill not because they examine it ad nauseam, but because they spend more time with the real thing. When we spend more time with the real thing, the Word of God, we will easily recognize false teaching. That is why this book is heavy on biblical references and light on addressing false teaching. Chapter 9 addresses false teaching I see around the believer’s authority.

Why I Am Writing on the Believer’s Authority

I want Jesus’s body to have the best resources it can have. Every believer has authority, but not every believer knows it or exercises it. We may focus too much on the situation or circumstance without realizing Jesus gave us the authority to deal with that situation. We need to recognize when evil spiritual forces lie behind the troubles we are having, the problem people in our lives, or the issues people raise with us.

I do not want Christians to use their authority in the wrong situation. We must use the authority Jesus gave us instead of authority we may not have. We could find ourselves in the situation where we think we have to use our authority. You think authority is the answer to the opposition you are dealing with instead of realizing your personality might have caused the problem. Sometimes, there are conditions and limits to our authority.

We benefit from knowing what the Bible says about the believer’s authority and where to find what it says. We can be more useful to Jesus with a clear understanding of this topic. I hope that my contribution to the topic helps you sort through all the issues related to the believer’s authority.

Access to Books and Teaching on Authority

Today, we have more access than ever before to teaching on many topics. You can access books teaching on the believer’s authority just about anywhere. All the books on authority I have read and perused during my research and preparation to write this book are easily accessible in bookstores and online.

Any Christian can hop on YouTube, look up “the believer’s authority” and watch any preacher or Bible teacher present material about their authority in Christ. We must be careful, though, to know the background, strengths, and weaknesses of teaching we receive through these venues. That is why I wrote this book. We must recognize what the Bible says about the believer’s authority before we view teaching. It benefits us to become like the Bereans who studied the Scriptures to make sure everything Paul taught was accurate to God’s Word (Acts 17:11).

More important than the access you have to teaching and preaching is the access you have to God’s Word. Do not be afraid to study it for yourself and show yourself approved by God because you have learned to rightly divide the Word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). That goes for this book as well. Look up the Scriptures I reference for yourself. See why I coupled those verse references with that concept. Call me on the carpet if I am wrong. Ignore what I have to say if it is not accurate in God’s word. Even better, email or call me so you can share what you have learned and how my teaching in this book can better prepare you because iron sharpens iron (Prov. 27:17).

Are There Good Resources on Authority?

Absolutely! I do not want you to think that because I have written about the abuses of the believer’s authority or the false teaching that is out there around the subject, that there is no good teaching from the Bible on the believer’s authority. There is. But you must seek it out, know what you have found, and learn not just what it is but how to apply it to your life and use it as you serve others.

Purpose of This Book

My purpose in writing this book is to equip you in spiritual warfare, using the authority Jesus gives you to deal with evil spiritual powers, and to know where you stand in the spiritual lay of the land. I want to inform and prepare you to exercise your authority in Christ effectively. Most of all, I want this book to be more than information. I want to give you a framework with actionable steps to take to exercise your authority.

Organization of This Book

The first half of this book is heavy on biblical teaching and biblical references to the believer’s authority. Some chapters are larger than others because they must cover more information in the background to provide the foundations for understanding your authority in Christ. I sought to make immediate application to you, so many of the chapters have application right after the background or at the end of the chapter. Chapter 8 is where I summarize your authority in Christ in one place. I include many biblical references so you can “check my work.” This also gives you a firm biblical foundation before you take steps to exercise your authority in Christ.

The chapters move from the Old Testament to the New Testament. I have included illustrations, quotes by others on authority, and as much application as I can. You will find two sections at the end of almost every chapter. The first is “Your Authority in Christ,” which sums up the teaching of your authority in that chapter. You will also see “Authority Action Plan,” which seeks to personalize and apply the teaching to you and your circumstances. May the Lord bless you as you read and use this book!

​
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Chapter 1
What Is the Believer’s Authority?
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And coming forward, Jesus, speaking to them, said, “All authority in heaven and on earth was given to Me. 

Therefore, as you  go, make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them all that I commanded you, and behold!

I am with you always up to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20

They covered ground under cover of darkness. Gandalf, the wizard, was their guide and chaperone. A horrifyingly hideous pitch-black creature of darkness breathing fire chased them. Gandalf directed his entourage to cross a narrow bridge while he stayed back to defend them. The creature threw a tantrum because Gandalf was keeping it from getting to them.

Gandalf was the last to cross the bridge. He stopped about halfway, turned, and told the creature, “You cannot pass!” When it roared its complaint and lit up with fire, he reminded the monster who he was. “I am a servant of the Secret Fire, wielder of the flame of Anor. You cannot pass!” The creature made the mistake of coming onto the bridge too far. Gandalf slammed his staff into the bridge, cutting off the part the monster stood on. It plunged to its destruction, but not before its fire whip caught Gandalf and pulled him off the bridge with it. He saved his group from their certain demise.​[1]

Don’t you want to be like Gandalf, a powerful person no evil spirit or principality can defy? You read accounts of Jesus and the apostles in the Bible who do not even let demons speak as they cast them out. They stand up to many religious leaders and enemies of the faith, putting their lives on the line and winning every battle. It seems nothing could stop them, and they were in control.

Perhaps this book grabbed your attention with the title, or maybe the subtitle. You were curious, so you read the back cover. Now you are reading the inside. Many Bible teachers have addressed the believer’s authority. Some of the teaching was good. Some of it wasn’t. My goal is to give you the whole of Bible teaching on this topic. I want to fully equip you for whatever comes your way (Eph. 4:12). I want you to succeed in spiritual warfare like Gandalf.

Gandalf won his battle even though he fell off the bridge. We know from the rest of the story that he did not die that day. He stood his ground against evil. Paul calls us to do the same (Eph. 6:10-14). How can you stand your ground? There are scary demons and principalities in this world. What can you do? That is where the believer’s authority comes in. Gandalf is more than a good chapter opener. He instructs us. Gandalf stood his ground on a narrow bridge. He was not afraid. He first declared his authority, “You cannot pass.” When the monster challenged him, he states his identity. He knew he was, from which his power and authority came.

You have power given to you by Jesus, the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in you. Your authority in Christ comes directly from your relationship with Him and your identity in Him. When you know who you are in Christ, you can face down the most dastardly demon and stand your ground, even advance against him, because you know who you are and the authority you have. It is your power against the enemy. He is hoping you do not know what you already have.

What Is True Christian Authority?

Every Christian has authority. When I talk about the believer’s authority, true Christian authority, I am speaking of the spiritual permission God has given us over the different evil spiritual authorities in our world. God gives us authority in contexts and situations to fulfill His purposes on the earth.

We can face opposition from Satan, evil spiritual powers, demons, other human beings, and situations themselves. We must have God’s wisdom to know we are facing spiritual opposition because we can cause some of our own problems. Many Christians do not realize the authority Christ has given them. They do not consider they may be in a situation where they need to declare their spiritual authority and address the spiritual forces at work against them.

Some Bible teachers remind us that Christian authority is open to manipulation, and false teaching has crept up around the true biblical teaching of Christian authority. I will address the false teaching that I have read and seen on the topic of the believer’s authority in Chapter 9. We cannot allow false teaching to make us shy away from an important facet of Christ’s identity within us.

True Christian authority comes from the context of the Bible and what it teaches about authority. Then we can move to the specifics of what we have authority over and how to exercise that authority. I believe this book will give you a unique perspective to understand your authority in Christ within that biblical context and framework. Nothing happens in a vacuum, and if we do not realize the context of our authority, we will misuse it and possibly find ourselves in spiritual danger.

It may seem that I am not addressing the believer’s authority in the opening chapters, but I am providing the biblical framework and foundation we must have to exercise our authority in Christ biblically and soundly. As you take this journey with me to discover true Christian authority, I hope it will prepare you to know your authority in Christ and exercise it with excellence for His Kingdom and glory.

The Place of the Believer’s Authority

Where does the believer’s authority come from and fit in our lives? Our authority comes from Christ. Jesus declared, “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Me” (Matt. 28:18). This was shortly after His Crucifixion and Resurrection. Right after He declared this to the apostles, He gave them authority to do things in His name (vv. 19-20). Then He did the most important thing—He told them His presence would be with them (v. 20).

When you know your identity in Christ, you know that part of your identity is to be a spiritual warrior for Him. He gave even more authority than what He said in Matthew 28. We will look at the authority you have in Christ as we travel through this book. It comes from your identity in Christ. You will wield your authority when you know who you are and what He has given you. It is crucial to know when to use this authority. You will use it in spiritual warfare for God’s Kingdom. This is the context of the believer’s authority.

What the Bible Says about Authority

To know what biblical authority is and practice it with excellence, we must understand what the Bible says about it. We operate in different authority structures and hierarchies. We must submit to Christ’s authority first, receive authority from Him, exercise it over evil spiritual powers when necessary, and know the rules of both authority and submission.

Every Christian will have to take on a wide range of positions regarding their submission and authority in order to serve Christ well. You will exercise authority when you find spiritual opposition to the mission or duty you are carrying out for Jesus. Let us examine what the Bible says about authority to get a picture of what authority is and who practices it. 

The word for authority appears nine times in the Old Testament with the use of eight Hebrew words. It is much more significant in the New Testament, primarily with one word used 77 times out of 101 times the ESV translates the word authority (Gk. exousia). “Ruler” (Gk. archē) is the next most us not 778 ed word at five times. Authority appears in the Gospels most when there are disputes as to Jesus’s authority and the authority of the religious leaders. It also appears many times in the book of Revelation, which deals with end times events.

Authority has four meanings. It is the freedom to decide or the right to act without hindrances, the ability and capacity to complete an action, delegated authority to perform an action, and the place over which a person exercises authority.​[2] I know that is a mouthful, but we are particularly interested in delegated authority and the place we can exercise our authority. Jesus delegates His authority to us, but we must understand how much authority we have and over what and whom we have authority. In this book, when, where, and over what we have authority is our concern. We want to know how to exercise our authority.

Authority As a Christ Follower

As you grow as a Christ follower and disciple, you will learn how to use the authority Jesus has given you. Jesus left us in this world but not of this world (Jn. 17:14-16). He knew that we would have to deal with spiritual forces and realities in this world. They oppose Jesus, and so they oppose us. As we carry out His mission in the world, these forces will fight against us. We must know the proper times and situations to declare and practice true Christian authority.

If you did not realize you have spiritual authority in Christ, you are probably not using it. You may not see the spiritual forces behind the opposition to what you are doing for Jesus. This can be a precarious position for you because you do not even realize you are in a spiritual battle. If you do not realize this fact, you cannot stand against evil spiritual forces (Eph. 6:10-12).

He has given us a measure of authority to combat the evil spiritual forces that either usurp their authority or force themselves into situations to oppose Christ and us. Your authority in Christ stems from your identity in Christ. Part of being in union with Christ is having authority from Him to handle the situations brought on by evil spiritual powers. Christians are not pushovers. We sometimes experience situations with unbelievers and wonder why they are attacking us. It is not them, but the spiritual forces behind them.

Your identity in Christ includes the authority and power He has given you to spread the good news of His Kingdom, to show the world what Jesus’s Kingdom looks like, and to be an example of Christ to the world around you. If you represent selecting this world selecting this world Him well, your witness will draw people to your message and your lifestyle. Although the enemy keeps people in darkness and blinds them to the glory of Jesus, you show them what life with Jesus looks like.

We must recognize if we are our own stumbling block to the message and example of Christ in us. This includes using our authority. We cannot be jumping into every situation looking for spiritual adversaries, yelling about our spiritual authority, and seeing evil spiritual powers everywhere. You could be your own hindrance. The hindrance does not have to be spiritual. We need Jesus’s wisdom to know the difference. Experience will help us as we live like Christ before the world.

Levels of Authority and Submission

Before we exercise authority, we must realize there are levels of authority. Aristotle said, “He who cannot be a good follower cannot be a good leader.” You cannot exercise Christian authority without first submitting to authority in certain relationships and being the one who exercises authority on other relationships. The Bible tells us we must be in submission to one another (Eph. 5:21). How do we do that? You may be scratching your head wondering, What are you talking about, Paul? You are not alone. Paul was describing how we submit to one another on different levels. For instance, we submit to authorities Jesus has placed in the Church, like pastors and elders. We are in submission to a spiritual mentor, but we are mentoring someone who is a newer Christian than we are.

In some relationships, we are submitting to an authority above us. In other relationships, the Bible tells us we are the authority to whom others submit themselves. As a pastor, I submit to the authorities in my denomination, but I am the authority Christians in my church submit to. Every Christian has these levels of authority and different relationships and contexts. Children submit to their parents (Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20). The Bible describes submission of the wife to her husband (Eph. 5:22; Col. 3:18; 1 Pet. 3:1; Titus 2:5). Christians submit to their leaders (Heb. 13:7; 1 Pet. 5:5).

If we do not learn how to submit to God-ordained leadership, we will not learn how to have authority. One lesson we must all learn and remind ourselves is that submission does not mean the leader can abuse that authority. That is not biblical authority. In the same way, you do not need to be boisterous in exercising your spiritual authority over evil spiritual forces. There is no record of Jesus acting that way. There is a way to exercise true Christian authority without drawing more attention to yourself. The attention of others as they watch you must always be on the character and behavior of Christ in you.

Your goal is to learn how to submit to leadership God has ordained to lead you. They are responsible to the Lord. Church leaders teach you how to be a better Christian. They help you through life’s struggles with a Christian perspective and mindset. You gain so much from godly and biblical authority in your life. You are learning how to be a biblical authority for other people in your life, whether that be your children, those you are discipling, or for those you serve as a church elder or leader. Authority and submission are part of learning and growing as disciples of Jesus.

Sources of Authority

Your authority does not come from within yourself (Jn. 15:4-5; Heb. 4:16). We must grow and abide in Jesus, always remaining in Him. If not, we may find ourselves without the authority and power to carry out Jesus’s mission for us. You cannot do anything without Jesus. You cannot rely on yourself for authority. Your authority comes from Jesus, and you cannot exercise it without Him.

One of the most precious authorities Jesus gives us is the authority to come before His throne confidently and access His presence (Rom. 5:5:2; Eph. 2:18; Heb. 4:16; 10:19-22). We also receive authority from the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us. He is an invaluable Guide who gives us direction and makes us aware of the spiritual atmosphere and powers involved in the situations of our lives. We must listen to Him and be obedient to His direction.

God has infused His Word with authority. It’s not just authority on how to live the Christian life and please the Lord, but authority for the situations we face and realizing the spiritual nature of opposition against Him and us. We will examine the authority of God’s Word in Chapter 5, but know that when you proclaim and declare God’s Word, His authority comes with it.

You also have authority in your witness to other people about Jesus. Revelation says that the saints “overcame him by the lamb’s blood and the word of their testimony” (Rev. 12:11). Jesus’s blood has great power and authority in it. He won the victory at Calvary on the Cross. Our Lord won the victory over all the spiritual forces bound to this earth. He exercises that authority over them to this day and for all eternity. As a blood-bought Christian, you come under that victory. You overcome the evil one because Jesus overcame him.

You also exercise authority over evil spiritual powers because of your testimony. You speak about the power of Jesus that has set you free from the enemy. You speak the truth, and he cannot refute it. The truth in your testimony has authority and power to overcome the enemy. Tell the world who their leader is and what he is doing against them. You tell the world what Jesus can do and how He has authority and power over the enemy. You show the world that they can have that same victory over the enemy. And you point to the Author and Perfecter of our faith who has that same authority and power to change their lives too. Do not underestimate the power of the authority of your testimony.

Authority Versus Power

We must know the difference between authority and power. When the Bible speaks of authority, it speaks of permission to do something versus the ability (power) to do it. You may have the power to do something, but if you do not have the authority to do it, the authorities will question your actions. You did not get permission from them.

When you see the words “authority” and “power” in the Bible, think of permission and ability. Some examples of authoritative objects we have in our world are a passport, badge, driver’s license, and signature. You can drive a car without a valid driver’s license, but if a police officer stops you, you will go to jail because you did not have the authority to drive the car.

This raises an interesting difference between authority and ability. There are many things in life we can do but we may not be allowed to do them. We violate someone else’s authority if we do them without their permission or the permission society gives us in one form or another. Think about how your signature gives people or organizations authority to legally act in your name. Jesus’s name works the same way. He has a powerful name that everything in heaven and on earth must bow to (Phil. 2:9-11).

We operate under Christ’s authority. We only act and do what He has empowered us to do because we are under His authority and He has given us permission. Otherwise, we would be usurping His authority like the demons and Satan try to do. My airplane pilot friend gave me this example to illustrate how authority and ability are linked. He said that he flies the plane under God’s authority. The weather is God’s authority. If it is not favorable, flying the plane will cause a disaster. Engineers finely tune the plane’s instruments so that a pilot knows exactly when he can or cannot fly. Pilots do not test this authority, whether they call it God’s weather or science. They must bow to the authority God has placed in the weather for the best flight conditions and safest travel.

Conditions to Authority

“To everything there is a season and a time for everything under the heavens” (Ecc. 3:1-8). True Christian authority follows the conditions set by God in His Word. Some false teachers do not teach about restrictions to the believer’s authority, but there are some in Scripture. We need to know what conditions God has placed so we can apply them to the situation. We need the wisdom of God’s Word, the Holy Spirit, and seasoned Christians to guide us on when we should exercise our authority and how.

Like everything in the Christian walk, there is a learning curve and art to using true Christian authority. If we do not know these conditions, we will not see the same results we would if we were exercising it properly according to biblical standards. At worst, we could put ourselves in serious spiritual danger. We grow with each experience and through in-depth study of God’s Word. I would like to help you along the way. We will discuss the conditions of authority in the coming chapters. We will learn principles for maximum effect. You will find everything we discuss in God’s Word. It is our authority as believers and provides everything we need to understand and exercise our authority in Christ.
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