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This volume is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Margaret Elizabeth Poscher (1958–2025), dear friend and dearer human. Marge made so many lives better than they ever could have been without her.
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To bring the best to all the stuff of life,

One must endure false feelings of success.

The rhymes are not rife: just wife, fife, or knife

And feelings are no more than just a guess.
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Strife is the rhyme which we all will ignore

Assuming joy as a type of protest,

Like youthful vows on a faraway shore,

Age is a kindness with which we are blessed.
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With promises promised on each new year

Memory softens the wounds of old harms.

We will lose the loves that we hold most dear,

However often we open our arms.


For love, art, and friendship will still abide,

Patiently waiting as all tears are cried.
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Minutes stretch on with the years moving fast.

Words and thoughts eddy themselves in a stream.

What ought to be over has not yet passed.

And what we wish will not be what we seem.
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We praise the dear ones who made us better

Those who could answer the biggest big whys.

To live truly, we must be their debtor

Striving to take on the role of the wise.
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Never before has truth been so lonely

All our worst impulses come to the fore.

What should be ours, we should treasure, only:

Remember that big thoughts opened the door.


The petty will always have a loud voice.

Sing louder, then; there is no other choice.
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I was not ready for life without you.

I understand now I was once in love.

Everything I had to give was in view.

I’m unable to love again, sort of.
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For me you have died and so, this is grief.

I carry your heart within me always.

You stole great chunks of my life like a thief.

Which burdens this string of endless Sundays.
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Here we are, strangers, as we were before,

Which will finally break my heart one day.

Whatever I gave, the answer was “more.”

Could I, just once, have been the word you pray?


Of all the wonders that can constellate

The big ones come at the final tollgate.
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The outrage pours forth like a raging stream.
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