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​​Adjustments For Non-Christian Readers
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I have published a variation of this book under the title WAS JESUS GOD (WHY EVIL). That book was written primarily for Muslims and other non-Christians.  Those readers do not have a working knowledge of the Bible.  Also, it has a few things in it especially for them not in this book and visa versa.

Since you do have a working knowledge of the Bible,  all citations have been moved from the back of the book to footnotes on each page  to make it more convenient for you to verify and study further. 

Also, this version is a little longer than WAS JESUS GOD because this book has an addendum of thoughts about Satan and heaven.
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​​​​In Praise of
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“The Road to Heaven”  – Bookgirl

Answers from Scripture. The author explores the scriptures to answer this question. She uses scripture from the Old Testament as well as the New Testament to show how Jesus is and always was God and what His purpose was on coming to live among us as a man. Got questions? Find answers with this book.
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1~THERE IS ONE GOD
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God is One, not many. When you speak into a audio recorder and your voice then comes out of that machine for other people to hear, that doesn't make you two. You are still one; you have just chosen to put your voice in something where you can be heard by more people or people far away. That audio recording is just another form of your voice.

You can stand in front of a movie camera and move around and speak. Then what you did can be shown on computer, television, and movie screens throughout the world. Does that mean there are now two of you - one in your body and one in the film? Or would that make hundreds of you - one in your body and one in each of the computers, televisions and theaters in the world?

God is One, and yet he revealed a part of himself – his voice - in a burning bush to Moses​[1] just like you revealed a part of yourself – your voice - in the audio recorder. Does that mean there were two Gods - one in heaven and one in the bush? No. God can reveal himself in different things if he wants to. 

Today, God has his Words on paper and ink in a holy book. He has made his words visible to us in physical form. He is still not many Gods - one in heaven and thousands in all the copies of his words around the world. He is still one God.

To say "God needs no partners" as the Qur’an does is the same as denying we have a body, and declaring, "My mind needs no body". We need our bodies to show others what we are like. True, God doesn't need a body, but mankind, who dwells in the bodies he created for our minds to use, needed to see for themselves what God is like. So, God revealed himself in a body for a little while. 

God can put his voice in a human being and that human say the exact words of God just like you can put your voice in a audio recorder and that recorder say the exact words of you. You can also put both your voice and body in a movie. God is still not two anymore than you become two.

God can put his words in a bush (as with Moses), in holy books (with paper and ink), and a human body (as with Jesus). God is still one.

To say "God has no son" is the same as saying God has no hands or God has no eyes. Muslims accept the Qu’ran saying Allah has eyes (Surahs 11:37 and 23:27) and Allah has hands (Surahs 3:73 and 57:29). Giving Allah human characteristics is the same as declaring he also has a “son”.  Christians and Muslims both believe God is a spirit. 

It is unfair to accuse Christians of believing God had to have a wife so he could have a son in the human way we do. God's Son is God's Words, a procreation of God’s thoughts in visual and readable form, God’s “brainchild”. A verse in the Bible explains it simply:  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”​[2]

Do We Speak Where the Bible Speaks?

JESUS NEVER TAUGHT that he was part of a Trinity.  Jesus’ apostles never taught he was part of a Trinity or that God was really three persons.

During the entire first century after the death of Jesus and birth of the church (to AD 131), no congregation of the church declared that Jesus was part of a Trinity or that God was really three persons.

During the entire second century after the death of Jesus and birth of the church (to AD 231), no congregation of the church declared that Jesus was part of a Trinity or that God was really three persons.

During the entire third century after the death of Jesus and birth of the church (to AD 331), no congregation of the church declared that Jesus was part of a Trinity or that God was really three persons.

It was 350 years after the death of Jesus and birth of the church (AD 381) that a group of so-called Christians meeting in Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey, decided Jesus was part of a Trinity and that God was really three persons.​[3]  It was called the Confession of the Council of Constantinople.  The meeting was led by a pope who declared he was head of the church on earth.  That was wrong also.  Jesus was, is, and always will be head of the church on earth. ​[4]

Further, the expression “Triune God” was not coined until 1605 when T. Tymme wrote, “It hath pleased the omnipotent Creator to show himself a Unitrine or Triune.”​[5]

Are We Silent Where the Bible is Silent?

SEVENTEEN HUNDRED YEARS after that fateful decision in Constantinople, many people still use that Catholic Church term.  

In today’s century, however, some have changed that term (because of the accusations of worshiping three Gods) to “God in three personalities”. Have they dug the hole even deeper?  

The dictionary defines personality as “the quality and state of being a person;  a set of different traits (behaviors) and characteristics (qualities).” How can changing “persons” to “personalities” be any better?  

We were made in God’s image (singular), not images (plural).​[6]  Therefore, to understand God, let us look at ourselves.  Do we have three persons inside of us?  Of course not.  Do we have three personalities inside us?  Let’s hope not. 

There is a psychological term for someone with “split personalities” abbreviated as DID.  People with DID have two or more distinct personalities with different behaviors and qualities.  It is so devastating that the U.S. National Institutes of Health database states that more than 70% of people with more than one personality have attempted suicide.

People who believe in “God in Three Persons” and “God in Three Personalities” both run into barriers and excuse themselves by saying, “It is a great mystery and no human can understand it.”

If we always remember that we humans were created in the image of God, all we have to do is begin with what we know.  What is the makeup of humans?  We have a spirit that keeps our body and mind alive,  actions & words that tells the world what our mind is thinking, and a mind that makes all the decisions.

If this is true, then, when people are baptized in the watery womb of baptism and in the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, what happens?  Christians are not baptized into three different persons.  Christians are not baptized into three different personalities.  

Christians rise up out of the water, our souls born again as children of God.  Christians are baptized into the mind of God (Father), the words & actions of God (Son), the life force of God (Holy Spirit).  Our lives change because God is now in our every day life from then on.

But, still being human in a physical world where Satan rules (more on that later), with human and physical limitations, it is not easy.  Most of the second half of the Bible, the New Testament, was written to help Christians actually live the mind, the words & actions, and the life force of God.

​The One and Only







JESUS SAID “...GOD has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him”. ​[7] Begotten how?

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father.”​[8]  

Jesus was the Word of God. There was only one Word of God - the Bible. That made Jesus the ONLY.  

What is the significance of being begotten of God? The Prophet Isaiah explained it.  “For a CHILD will be born to us, a SON will be given to us...and His name will be...Mighty GOD, eternal FATHER, Prince of Peace,” ​[9]

There it is! The child will be both Son and Father and be God. He was self-begotten, self-existent!  That baby in the manger was the Words of God materialized.

The Prophet Micah predicted the place of Jesus’ birth thusly: “But as for you, Bethlehem...will go forth from Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago. From the days of ETERNITY.”​[10]

​​​​​​God as Word Materialized in Flesh







JESUS IS OFTEN CALLED "the Word" or "God's Word". God watches people, but not with fleshly eyes the way we have them. In the same way, God can have a "son," but not in the fleshly sense that we do. ​[11]The Bible explains, "In the beginning was the Word, and THE WORD WAS WITH GOD and THE WORD WAS GOD....The Word BECAME FLESH and made his dwelling among us." Why? One of several reasons is because we needed to know how God would act with part of him in a human body.

Years ago during the black-and-white television era and early on the science fiction scene, there was a movie about a scientist who took the head of a woman just before her body died, kept the head alive, and set her on a counter in his lab. Throughout the movie, she talked to the doctor. She was pretty and had a good mind, but none of that did her any good because she had no body to carry out the things she wanted to do. She was just verbal thoughts. She had a mind, she had a spirit keeping her alive, but no body. She could only think of things and speak of things, but she could never act on them.

You have an eternal mind/soul that is in your body right now. That body says and does things to show people what is in your mind/soul. But it is just temporary. When your body dies, you will live on because your body is not the real you. We are not a body with a mind/soul; we are a mind/soul with a body. Your mind, your eternal mind/soul, is the real you. In the same way, when God was in Jesus' body.  The mind, the spirit, the heart and soul in that body was God.

We can be children of God. But it would be foolish to say Christians believe God had lots of wives and we became his children the way humans do. We are assured that to all believers “he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.​[12] God "adopts" us and makes us his children.​[13] It is a spiritual thing, and wonderful.

Why would Jesus be called the only begotten Son of God, if he was not a son created in the fleshly way that we have sons? You have thoughts and those thoughts have existed as long as you have. But you still created those thoughts. When your thoughts become hearable or seeable, people call that your "brain child". In that same sense, Jesus was God's "brain child" - God's thoughts in hearable and seeable form. God was in Jesus in the same way that you are in a audio recorder or in a movie. You are still one and God is still one. 

What about God saying he loves Jesus and is well pleased with him?​[14] Remember, Jesus was God’s Words materialized in a body.  We sometimes hear handicapped people say, “I hate my body.” Or athletes say, “I’m proud of my body.” People who lose weight often say, “I love my body.”  It was in this same spirit when the Father told the Son he loved him and was proud of him.  

Conversely, some people who get depressed or experience mental illnesses say, “I hate my mind.”  As a result of a confused mind, they say and do things they regret. Remember, the Father is the mind, the will of God.  Jesus is the Words and body of God materialized.​[15]

Jesus said, "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”​[16] He also said, “I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.” ​[17]

So, what did God say and do in his materialized body we call Jesus?  “Jesus went about doing good.”  What about his words?  “No one ever spoke the way this man does.”  After the Sermon on the Mount, the people “were astonished because he spoke with authority.”​[18]

God materialized said and did the things God the Will, the Mind determined for him to say and do. We humans do the same thing - we love or hate our bodies, we love or hate our minds but we are still one and God is still one.

​​​​​​What Did Jesus Call Himself?

SIXTEEN TIMES IN THE Gospel of John Jesus referred to himself as “I AM”.  One or two times may not have meant anything, but he said it often. Compare this with what God called himself to Moses - the I AM. 

I AM the bread of life come down from heaven​[19]

I AM the light of the world​[20]

I AM the Son of Man[kind]​[21]

*Before Abraham was born, I AM.​[22]

I AM the door​[23]

I AM the good shepherd​[24] 

*I AM the Son of God​[25]

I AM the resurrection and the life​[26]

I AM the way, and the truth, and the life​[27]

I AM the true vine​[28]

Jesus declared I AM three times at his betrayal​[29]

I AM a king​[30]

Jesus’ enemies said he was making himself equal with God.​[31]

Jesus referred to himself when he quoted “And they shall be taught of God”.​[32]

Jesus said, “I and the Father are one”.​[33]

Jesus declared that he was in the Father and the Father was in him.​[34]

Jesus announced “He who sees Me sees the One who sent me”.​[35]

Jesus lamented, “If you knew Me you would know My Father also”.​[36]

Jesus explained, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father”.​[37]

Jesus said in his prayer, “You, Father, are in Me and I in You”.​[38]

Thomas told Jesus after his resurrection, “My Lord and my God!”​[39] and Jesus blessed him for it.

Jesus called himself the Alpha and Omega - beginning and end, first and last.​[40] God said the same thing through the prophet Isaiah.​[41]

In what sense was Jesus one with the Father but also had to obey the Father? 

In 2014, the University of Hertfordshire in England published “Our Body and Mind are One”.  “The mind, brain and body are unbroken rather than separate aspects:  It is the entire organism rather than the body alone or the brain alone that interacts.  Our bodies and minds are profoundly inter-related.

In 2019, Cornel University published results of its research thusly:  “How does your body move? Does the brain send it messages?  Muscles move on commands from the brain. Single nerve cells in the spinal cord.” 

More recently, the Johns Hopkins prestigious school of medicine explained on its website:  “How the Brain Works: The brain is a complex organ that controls thought... and every process that regulates our body...The cerebrum initiates and coordinates ....enables speech, judgment, thinking and reasoning, problem-solving.” 

We may speak of our brain as being sluggish until we have our coffee or our body not being able to run as fast as it used to, but that does not make our brain and body two different “persons’.

What was it like for him to give up heaven to being confined to a body that relied on his own legs or the legs of animals to get him one step at a time to where he wanted to be?  What was it like for him to give up his majesty to become a tiny being inside of Mary’s little womb? 

And why?  Why would God even think about materializing into our world? Why would anyone want to give all that up?

One answer:  LOVE.

​​​​​​​

​
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2~GOD & THE PROBLEM OF EVIL
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In order to understand Jesus - God in flesh - we need to understand evil. And that, in turn, leads us to understand forgiveness.  But first...

... what is evil and how do we know it exists? We can only define evil by defining good. Most people, whether atheists or theists, would define good as a moral standard that does not hurt oneself or others. Those who are theists would define good further by saying it is the epitome of God, whereas evil is the epitome of Satan.

But many people today say there are different truths. “Your truth may be different from my truth.” Everyone who has their own individual truth is still without excuse. The Apostle Paul told the Gentiles (who were without the Law of Moses and left to create their own understanding of God) that they were still without excuse for their evil. 

“That which is known about God is evident within them for God made it evident within them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse”.​[42]

What did God make? He made (1) this material world and he made (2) mankind, the latter being in his image. since God is a Spirit. ​[43] His image is his attributes. 

How did the Gentiles (non-Jews - most of the world, most of us) know God? “He was evident within them, for God made it evident within them.”​[44]

​​​​​Aristotle & God







“IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR movement to come into being or cease to be, or that time should. There is Something which is capable of moving things or acting on them, but not actually doing so. It does not exercise what it causes. “There are spatial movements - those of the planets - which are eternal, for a body which moves in a circle is eternal and unresting. The nature of stars is eternal and the Mover is eternal and prior to the moved.

“The First Cause is the cause of motion and eternal uniformity. There is something which is always moved with an unceasing motion in a circle. Therefore, the first heaven must be eternal. There is also Something which moves it without being moved, being eternal.

“Evidently there is but one heaven. The unmovable First Mover is one both in definition and in number. Evidently it thinks of that which is most divine and precious and does not change, for change would be for the worse.

“Life belongs to God, for actuality of thought is life. God’s self-dependent actuality is life most good and eternal.”​[45]

​​​​​​The Conscience







THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY of the world, mankind has had an inborn sense of right and wrong. True, in different parts or different eras of the world, the rules of right and wrong may be different. In one place, having three wives is considered right, but in another place, it is not. That is not what God put within us. Those are man-made laws. 

Before God put within us any laws, he gave us a sense of Ought.

Let us call it the inborn Law of Ought. If someone cuts in front of us in a line, we become angry and say, “You ought not have done that.” If we catch someone lying to us, we say, “You ought not to have done that.” If someone gossips about us or rams their car into our car or hits us, we say, “You ought not to have done that.” 

Or, if we see someone by the road who is suddenly injured, we tell ourselves, “I ought to stop and help that person.” We may first consider any personal danger to ourselves if we stop to help the injured person and may decide not to stop, but deep inside we tell ourselves, “I ought to have stopped.” We add excuses to why we didn’t stop, but still gnawing inside us is “I ought to have been braver than I was and stopped.” 

This is a concept that helped former British atheist, C. S. Lewis, work his way out of his atheism.

The conscience is explained in the Bible. The apostle Paul said conscience is an instinct. “For when Gentiles who do not have the Law [of Moses] do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them”.​[46]

Paul said elsewhere, “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith”.​[47] On the other hand, he referred to “deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons by means of the hypocrisy of liars, seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron”. ​[48]

“To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed).​[49]

The writer of the book Hebrews in the New Testament of the Bible, said this, “Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorable in all things.”​[50]

​​​​​​What If The Laws Did Not Exist?







WHAT ABOUT GOD REVEALING himself through what has been made? We have the Law of Nature that is consistently carried out without fail. If a rock comes loose on a mountain, it always falls. If too much water is in a glass or lake or stream, it flows over. At different times of year, the weather changes. During the day, the sun always shines. At night, it is always dark. The sun comes up in the east and goes down in the west. If you plant grass seeds, grass will grow. If you eat too much, you will become overweight. If you do not eat enough, you will become underweight. Consistency. 

God does not say to the loose rock on the mountain, “I think I’ll make you float up because you’ll be more beautiful at the top of the mountain than trod underfoot at the bottom.” He does not tell the sun to rise in the west because he is tired of the same thing all the time. There are no exceptions in the Laws of Nature. So, the things God has made reveal his inner nature too - consistency.​[51]

If there was no Law of Ought (conscience), we could tell tyrants what they are doing is okay because their law is just as important as anyone else’s law. But we do not do that because of our sense of ought. A tyrant ought not to take people’s land from them, he ought not to take their freedom from them, he ought not to take their homes from them.

Over and over through an average day, all humans struggle with this sense of ought. In our free time, we ought to have gone to see a sick person instead of mowing the lawn. In our free time, we ought to have spent time playing ball with an orphan boy instead of watching television. 

Deep down, we know this. But we often do not give in to what we ought to be doing. When we answer the telephone, we ought not to lie and say the person they ask for isn’t home when they really are home. Yes, even habitual liars know deep down they ought not to lie, but they think life would be better for them if they did. They have believed a lie about lying.

In war, each opposing side may be approached by a traitor and use their information to advance their cause, but each side despises traitors. Why? Because a person ought not to betray friends. A person ought to be loyal.

​​​​​​Where Did It Come From?







WHERE DID THIS LAW of Ought come from? 

There are only two elements in our existence - Mind and Matter. Which is stronger? Those who believe matter is all that matters believe matter just happened to appear for no particular reason, pieces of matter bumped into each other, a chain reaction occurred randomly through millions of years, and out of that came the stars, the planets, earth, things on earth and living creatures with different levels of mind and reasoning. Out of all that came life and mind. And those with the highest level of mind - humans - now have a sense of ought and lower animals do not. All by accident?

Others believe Mind created all things with a design, breathed life into them, and set in motion laws of nature and ought. What makes more sense? That Matter created mind, or Mind created matter? The Apostle Paul said mankind can know God by the things he made - order, not chaos, not disorder, not randomness.​[52]

Solomon said there is a God-shaped emptiness in everyone’s heart. “He has also set eternity in man’s heart”.​[53]

The great Mind exists beyond our material world in a perfect world. We know by instinct that we cannot truly be happy unless we are in a society where everyone obeys that inner Law of Ought. But we know it is not happening in our world - in society in general as well as within our own selves specifically. Mankind has a longing that cannot be satisfied.

The Apostle Paul explained it this way. “For we know that the Law [of Moses for the Jews; but the same is true for the Law of Ought for Gentiles] is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. I find then, the principle that evil is present in me, but one who wants to do good. For I joyfully concur with the Law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me the prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. Wretched man that I am.”​[54]

––––––––
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​​​​​​The Existence of God

Mind or Matter?

THE WORLD WE LIVE IN is made up of Mind and matter.  Which came first? As quick-witted Dr. James D. Bales, famous apologist of the mid-twentieth century, often said, “Mind made matter.  If matter made Mind, nothing matters.”

The cosmos is made up of hydrogen.  Without hydrogen, no matter could exist. If matter is eternal and the cosmos is gradually using up its hydrogen, how could something that can be used up be eternal?

The cosmos is expanding.  This means everything came from a single point.  But matter wears out and grows smaller through time.  Metal becomes rust. Water evaporates. Flesh turns to dust. How can something that wears out be eternal?\

Before Time







IF MIND MADE MATTER, Mind would have had to exist before matter and time since Mind created matter and time.

The very first verse of the Bible says, “In the BEGINNING {time} God {First Cause} created {action} the heavens {filled with matter} and the earth {filled with matter}.​[55]

Whoever created time had to exist before time.

The Apostle Peter said, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:  With the Lord, a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.”​[56]

Jesus, God in flesh, using the alphabet, declared, “I am the Alpha [A] and the Omega [Z], the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End”.​[57]

How do we explain eternity? In eternity, everything is now.

Before Matter

WHAT CAN EXIST BEFORE matter and time? That which is eternal, beyond time and without a decaying body.  The Apostle John said “God is Spirit”.​[58] 

King Solomon said, “But who is able to build a temple for him, since the heavens cannot contain him?”​[59]

King David said, “Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence?  If I go up to the heavens, you are there;  if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me’, even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.”​[60]

The Prophet Jeremiah reported that God said, “ ‘Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off?  Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him?’ saith the Lord. ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ saith the Lord”?​[61]

And, by the way, the Apostle Paul wrote of Jesus, “He who descended to earth is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens so that He might fill all things.”​[62]

​The Existence of God is Logical

THE APOSTLE PAUL SAID in his sermon at the Areopagus on Mars Hill in Athens that God set in motion the Law of Nature so mankind would wonder how all this got here, “that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him...for we also are His children”.​[63] 

We know that nature goes awry with its hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, droughts, etc. Still we long for everyone and everything to be perfect.

“For the anxious longing of the creation waits [time] eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation [matter] was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him [God] who subjected it, in hope that the creation [matter] itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom [eternity] of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation [matter] groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.”​[64]

We have a longing to be perfect so we can be with the perfect God in his perfect world. We long for God to have personality because we long for God to love us during our time on this sometimes hostile earth. Is it possible when we feel so much shame for not always doing what we ought?

Many religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Animism) say God is just the essence of the universe without personality.

God proved he exists as a Person (not three persons) with personality. Remember, a person is an individual’s character, the union of elements such as thoughts, body, emotions, sensations that constitute the individuality and identity of a person. How?
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