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To every believer who’s been called a legalist
or Pharisee for simply obeying Scripture:
May you never confuse obedience with performance,
nor let the fear of man silence your pursuit of holiness.










  
  
Abstract




This book critically examines legalism as both an ethical and salvific system, exposing its theological flaws while acknowledging its practical appeal. Though often used loosely in Christian discourse, legalism is a coherent moral framework, one that offers structure, clarity, and a high view of obedience. Yet Scripture consistently portrays it as a distortion of true righteousness. By analyzing legalism’s strengths and weaknesses, this work demonstrates why it must be rejected: not because it values obedience, but because it replaces relational faithfulness with rule-based righteousness. 

Drawing from biblical texts, historical theology, and contemporary ethical theory, Legalism argues that God demands not mere outward conformity, but inward transformation motivated by love. True obedience flows from relationship, not rigid systems. This work challenges the modern church to rethink the simplistic binary of legalism versus antinomianism and calls for a biblical ethic grounded in love, loyalty, and divine authority.

While this book stands on its own as a critique of legalism, it also serves as an intellectual and theological foundation for the forthcoming volume Salvation by Faith Alone?, where the relationship between faith, works, and salvation will be examined in greater detail.








  
  
Preface




The book you are reading is the result of scholarly research presented in a format accessible to the general public. Normally, a work like this would not be published in this form. It would almost certainly appear as a journal article—technically accessible, but realistically out of reach for most Christians. This is simply because very few Christians who haven’t attended Bible college read academic journal articles in their pursuit of God. However, many do read books. 

Even pastors often find it difficult to engage with journal articles regularly, though they may have a large collection of books. Presenting research in book form, similar in depth and length to a journal article, means it can potentially reach a much broader audience. That is why virtually all of my journal-length writings are, or will be, published as short books. My goal is to provide solid academic research without requiring readers to locate or gain access to academic journals.

Additionally, I hope more authors and scholars will join me in this endeavor. Independent publishing offers many benefits and only a few significant drawbacks, namely, the lack of peer review and brand recognition. Authors who are not yet widely known often depend on the credibility of the publisher’s name. Peer review, for its part, plays an important role in academic publishing, acting as a gatekeeper to prevent poor scholarship from reaching publication. Where possible, I welcome peer-reviewed engagement with these ideas in journal articles, responses, and academic dialogue.

However, peer review does not guarantee high-quality work, just as the absence of peer review does not necessarily imply poor quality. In many ways, true peer review begins after publication, when the broader academic community has the opportunity to evaluate and respond to the work. In this model, peer engagement happens post-publication, as scholars interact with the material in print, online forums, public reviews, and future publications.

While still largely untested, this publishing model shows promise as an alternative method of making academic research accessible. The majority of scholars continue to view independent publishing as significantly inferior to peer-reviewed articles or works released by traditional academic presses.



The following note expands on the mission behind Lamad Press and my broader goals as an independent scholar-publisher.





Theological Publishing with Purpose


L. J. Anderson is pioneering a new approach to theological scholarship, one that is academically rigorous, biblically faithful, and institutionally independent.

Through Lamad Press, he is constructing a publishing model that restores Scripture as the primary authority in theological method while engaging seriously with the philosophical and historical challenges of Christian doctrine. His work seeks not merely to critique existing systems but to build constructive theological models that speak to the most enduring tensions in Christian thought.

At the heart of this mission is Anderson’s development of Structural Theism, a theological framework that accounts for the internal identity of God by emphasizing divine structure over classical simplicity. Structural Theism affirms the reality of Trinitarian distinction, upholds the relational depth of God revealed in Scripture, and seeks to avoid the conceptual pitfalls of both eternal generation and impersonal metaphysics. It is a model designed to preserve God’s oneness and threeness without collapsing into modalism, metaphysical abstraction, or tritheism.








