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To all the women who crossed seas, borders, and silences.

To my father, who fought with dignity for a free Cuba he never saw. 

To my grandfather, who sowed history through his example. 

To my mother, who taught me to resist in silence. 

To my husband, my faithful companion in every storm. 

To my children—my son and my daughter—who inherit this voice. 

To those who departed without farewell. 

To those who remained unremembered. 

And to you, who read this, because you, too, carry a storm within.
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Chapter 1: The Invisible Exodus
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– Grandmother? Can you see them?

– See what, my girl?

–There... beyond the sea, where the horizon turns to mist and the palms tremble. There’s an endless line, like a human river. They’re ours, grandma... they’re Cubans, but they’re no longer on the island. They’re crossing entire countries, walking, begging, searching.

– What are you saying, girl? What madness is that?

–It’s not madness, it’s a feeling in my gut... a tremor in my chest, like when you sense a storm before the sky rumbles. They’re leaving by the thousands, crossing Nicaragua, Honduras, Mexico... they have nothing but their fear and their hope. They’re not escaping, grandma. They’re fleeing. And that difference says everything.

– And where are they going?

–To a place where they believe they’ll be free. Where they think they’ll be able to work, where their children can study, where no one will tell them who they can talk to or of what they can dream. But they don’t know what awaits them. There’s an invisible wall, not of concrete, but of rejection, hatred, racism, and fear.
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