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CHAPTER 1
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It all started when a small family in Nakuru decided to get a family dog. She had light brown, luscious fur which was  short, and just the right weight for a chubby little puppy. As soon as the elderly woman put Dusty on the ground, she runs around the compound in circles, taking in the scene as fast and as much as possible. Then Dusty suddenly remembers the humans she left at the gate and runs back to them as they approach the door of the house. The baby squeals in delight when she sees the puppy and her mother let her down. Dusty approaches the child, barking and wagging her tail in excitement. The child, Wangari, claps her hands and laughs, which shows that she is happy being with the puppy. Muthoni enters and heads straight to her room upstairs. Njeri looks at her child playing with the puppy. She stands there for a short while then picks Wangari up and closes the door, as Dusty gives Njeri her most adorable face, trying to persuade her not to close the door but is unsuccessful. Dusty then runs to the backyard and starts rolling in the grass. 

Garoya notices the new puppy in town and decides to go pet her.

Dusty’s nose picks up the scent of a chicken bone and follows the scent( completely ignoring him) She finds the promised bone in the left-hand corner of the backyard, just near the still-young sisal plant. She then promptly eats it, making a point of facing away from Garoya, for extra privacy. Just to make sure that the puppy is not eating something dangerous to her health, he decides to check on her. She notices his approach, picks up what’s left of the bone, and runs away from him. Since he hadn’t clearly identified what she was eating he slowly follows her. She picks up her pace and trots as fast as her small legs can carry her, and before he knows it, it becomes a cat-and-mouse chase or to be more accurate, a human-and-dog chase. The puppy, in her hurry, drops the bone and continues running. Garoya stops and sees that it was indeed a harmless chicken bone, he pities her, picks it up, and throws it near her. She picks it up, runs to a spot behind a tree on the right-hand side, and proceeds with her business.
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