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In every great story, there are two faces.

One face shines with glory, told by generations and sung by Holy Scriptures. The face of the shepherd who defeated the giant, the king who united Israel, and the poet who wrote the most beautiful psalms. This is the David we know.

But behind that face, another one hides. A face etched with blood and sin. The face of a man who manipulated fate, seized power, and ordered a murder to conceal his shame. A man mired in unforgettable struggles: his failure to raise his sons, his cunning in avenging his enemies, and his trembling fear before his disobedient army commander.

This is not the story of David you were told as a child. This is the story of David as it has never been told before.

This book pulls back the curtain on the other side of his life, to tell the tale of a king who was a man first and foremost. A man between glory and sin, between the faith that moves mountains, and the weakness that begets disasters.

Prepare for an unforgettable journey into the depths of David's character, where psalms harmonize with the clash of swords, and where the sanctity of prophecy intertwines with the filth of politics.
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He was known as "a man after God's own heart," the young shepherd who defeated the giant, the musician who soothed the king's soul, and the great king who united Israel. But David's story is not just one of glory and victory. It is a tale of a king surrounded by struggles, a man who lived between absolute faith and human weakness, between justice and injustice. This book is not a new account of David's life as we know it, but rather a journey into the hidden aspects of his character, an attempt to understand his complex decisions, from his sin with Bathsheba to his vulnerability before those closest to him. It is an exploration of the other side of David, the king who was, above all, a man.
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❍  Madness before the king of Gath
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When David was fleeing from Saul, he sought refuge with Achish, the king of Gath, a choice fraught with danger. David was in a desperate situation, trying to survive the pursuit of Saul, who sought to kill him out of jealousy. David may have thought that the Philistines’ animosity toward Saul would make him acceptable as an enemy of Saul, but Gath was also the hometown of Goliath, which complicated this choice further.

When Achish's men recognized David, they acknowledged his status as the one referred to as "the king of the land" and considered him a threat. This situation increased David's anxiety, making him feel afraid. In an attempt to stay alive, David decided to feign madness. He drastically altered his behavior, scratching on the city gates and letting saliva run down his beard. These actions were intended to make him appear harmless and non-threatening.

[image: ]David's plan succeeded, as Achish did not kill him but instead expelled him. After observing David's behavior, Achish regarded him as mad and expressed that he had no need for madmen in his kingdom. This reflects how David's actions played into the cultural beliefs about the insane, making him seem non-dangerous.

Some interpreters consider David's actions to reflect a weakness in his faith, as he resorted to deception instead of trusting in God's protection. Interestingly, David expressed his feelings in the Psalms, such as Psalm 34 and Psalm 56, which are believed to have been written during or after this experience. These Psalms reflect the fear David felt and his trust in God's deliverance.

"We can read this story in detail in the First Book of Samuel, chapter 21. It is an important event that reveals David's fear and human weakness in the face of danger."

In the end, this incident reflects the complexity of faith and human weakness, where even those with strong faith can face moments of doubt and vulnerability.
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❍  The Story of David and Nabal
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David's request from Nabal the Carmelite was not an extortion in the modern sense of the term, but rather part of a prevailing social custom of his time. David and his men provided protection for Nabal's property against thieves, and it was expected that the wealthy would reward those who offered them this service. However, Nabal's rude refusal and his insulting behavior toward David and his men drove David into a state of anger that nearly led to a massacre. Here, we see how David, despite being a man of faith, was quick to resort to force and violence to achieve what he perceived to be his right. But for Abigail's wisdom, this story could have stood as a testimony to a cruel side of his character.

Nabal the Carmelite was not wrong in refusing to pay tribute to David’s men, but his actions were unwise and showed a lack of political and social wisdom.
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Why Did Nabal Refuse to Pay the Tribute?


	A Sense of Self-Sufficiency: Nabal considered himself rich and independent from the help of others, seeing no need to pay for protection he hadn’t explicitly requested.

	Arrogance and Pride: The Bible describes him as "harsh in his dealings and wicked in his actions." His behaviors exhibited contempt for David and his men, especially when he said, "Who is David? And who is the son of Jesse?"

	Desire to Keep His Wealth: Nabal was a stingy person who disliked sharing even a small portion of his wealth and possessions.
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