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Explore Indiana’s early history using this journal of history stories from the beginning days of the Northwest Territory. A Timeline of Indiana History - 1792 - 1794 relates the time line of events that occurred between St. Clair's Defeat to, and including the Battles of Fort Recovery and Fallen Timbers. Many of these stories of the Northwest Indian War are little known and obscure historical tales that the reader will enjoy learning.
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January 01, 1792 - Early Indiana
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In early 1792, the region that would become Indiana consisted of land claimed by the various Indian tribes that lived in the dense forests, swamps and prairies, traveling and using the fishes of the rivers and streams as a valuable food source. 

Settlements

In 1792, only three settlements existed in the future state, Vincennes, Clarksville and Jeffersonville. Cincinnati, located in the southwest corner of the future state of Ohio served as capital of the Northwest Territory. All of these settlements lay along major rivers. 

Northwest Territory

Major John Hamtramck commanded Fort Knox I at Vincennes, constructed in 1787, was the westernmost fort of the United States. Arthur St. Clair governor of the Northwest Territory, which included the lands comprising the future states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and a portion of Minnesota.

Settlement

The great cost of waging the Revolutionary War had left the government of the United States with an almost overwhelming debt that the new nation could not pay. The lands of the Northwest Territory beckoned, providing a means of paying the soldiers that fought the war. The United States granted land to Revolutionary War veterans, who began moving into the areas north of the Ohio River granted to them. The land also provided a much needed cash flow medium, as the government could have tracts of land surveyed and sold off to the public. The government established land offices for people to buy this land. These people also moved into their new holdings, many of which were north of the Ohio River. Amerindian tribes that lived in the region saw these new settlers as a threat to their way of life. They also viewed them as a violation Treaty of Fort Stanwix, signed in 1768, that set the border between the whites and the Amerindians at the Ohio River. The United States, with great reluctance, created an army to deal with the threat. However, the government did not give this early army the resources it needed to succeed. This policy led to the disasters of General Harmar in 1790 and St. Clair's Defeat (Battle of the Wabash) in 1791. After the disastrous Battle of the Wabash, the United States set out on a different course to enlarge its settled territory.
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January 24, 1792 - Wilkinson Departs for Fort Jefferson
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Lieutenant Colonel James Wilkinson had assumed temporary command of the Second Regiment in December 1791 stationed at Fort Washington when General Arthur St. Clair departed for Philadelphia. St Clair had departed to report on the disaster that had befallen his army on November 4, 1791. 

Bury the Dead and Attack

Wilkinson's mission had four main objectives:

Provide supplies for the desperate troops stationed at Fort Jefferson

Visit the battlefield and bury the dead

Recover cannon and other valuable supplies left on the battlefield

Attack an Indian village fifteen miles from the battlefield, which was on the banks of a tributary of the Wabash River. 

Earlier in the month, Wilkinson had issued a call for 150 volunteers for the mission. The required number of men had responded and Wilkinson readied his force, which would be composed of the 150 volunteers and about 50 regular troops. Future Indiana Territorial Governor William Henry Harrison served as an ensign during this mission. 

Departure

Wilkinson departed Fort Washington during a cold snap that had frozen the Ohio River. Snow two feet deep covered the ground and progress was slow, as the cavalry had to clear the way with their horses for the infantry that followed. 

Major David Ziegler had led an earlier relief mission in December 1791. He encountered 116 starving survivors. To survive, these men ate horsemeat and hides. Ziegler left supplies for them and returned to Fort Washington.
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January 30, 1792 - Lieutenant Colonel James Wilkinson Relief Mission Arrives Fort Jefferson
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Traveling by the route cut earlier by St. Clair’s troops in preparation for their November mission, Wilkinson’s force completed the seventy-mile journey on January 30. 

Starving Troops

They arrived at the fort on January 30, finding the troops that remained there in a sorry state. The bitter cold weather prevented him from carrying out his plan to raid the Indian village, so he sent the infantry back to Fort Washington and departed for the battle site to bury the dead and recover the cannon the army had left behind during the retreat. 
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February 01, 1792 - Wilkinson Arrives at the Battle Site
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The soldiers began encountering bodies in the snow along the trail, beginning where the Indians had stopped their pursuit of the fleeing army. On the way to the battleground, they counted seventy-eight bodies. Cold temperatures and snow had set in right after the battle, so there had been little decomposition, however they were not able to identify many due to the fact that the warriors had scalped, stripped and mutilated the bodies as well as damage inflicted by scavenging animals. The bodies, covered in snow and frozen to the ground, were difficult to move to the mass grave site. They did find one body they thought was General Richard Butler. Since they had not brought enough shovels for all the men, they dug one large pit and piled all the bodies in it. The number of bodies, around 600, created a huge mound of dirt when they covered them. The warriors had dismounted the cannon and the carriages had mostly been destroyed by fire or otherwise damaged.

After burying as many bodies as they could find, the army returned to Fort Washington. 
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March 05, 1794 - Congress Approves Act Creating the Legion of the United States
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The defeat inflicted upon St. Claire's army in November 1792 spurred Congress into authorizing President Washington to increase the size and organization of the army. 

Three Additional Regiments

The Act authorized President Washington to recruit three additional infantry regiments and a squadron of dragoons. It also gave him the authority to complete recruiting and organizing two of the infantry regiments and one artillery regiment then in existence. It also gave Washington the authority to reorganize the army, adding or reducing the size as he and the Secretary of War Henry Knox saw fit. Washington and Knox favored the legion form advocated by Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben. 

Legion of the United States

Congress approved the reorganized Army under the name of the Legion of the United States. United States leaders of this era admired the early Roman republic and chose the name Legion to honor that republic. The Legion would have four sub-legions of 1280 men each, commanded by a brigadier general. It would have two battalions of infantry, one battalion of riflemen, one company of artillery and one company of dragoons. A company was the basic military unit and usually consisted of 80 to 250 soldiers commanded by a major or a captain. The battalion was a combination of several companies and consists of between 300 and 800 soldiers, commanded by a lieutenant colonel. The Congress authorized the creation of the rank of major general to command the new Legion. President Washington examined several candidates and chose Revolutionary War hero Anthony Wayne to lead this new Army. 

Dragoon

Dragoons were a form of mounted infantry that had the mobility of cavalry; however they fought on foot like infantry troops. A company of dragoons offered mobility to an army in the field, allowing commanders to move companies of dragoons quickly around the battlefield as needed. 

Baron von Steuben (September 17, 1730 - November 28, 1794)

The Baron's full birth name, Friedrich Wilhelm Ludolf Gerhard Augustin von Steuben, is a bit of a mouthful, and we now know him simply as Baron Von Steuben. His birth to Royal Prussian Engineer, Capt. Baron Wilhelm von Steuben and Elizabeth von Jagvodin took place in the Prussian military fortress town of Magdeburg, Germany. 

Military Training

He trained from early manhood as a soldier, first serving with his father as a volunteer in the War of the Austrian Succession at age fourteen. In 1747 he joined the Prussian Army and served in the Seven Years War, getting wounded at the Battle of Prague. He received another wound at the Battle of Kunersdorf in 1759 during the same war. The Russians took him prisoner at Major General von Knoblock's surrender on the eastern front. In 1762, the Russians released him, when he received a promotion to captain. This promotion eventually led to his appointment as aide-de-camp to Frederick the Great.

Traveling Soldier

When the war ended in 1763, the Army reduced its forces and released Von Steuben. He found employment serving as Grand Marshall for Fürst Josef Friedrich Wilhelm of Hohenzollern-Hechingen from 1764 until 1777. It was during this time he became acquainted with French Minister of War (Count de St. Germaine). During 1771 the Prince of Hollenzollern-Hechingen bestowed the title "Baron" to him, thus he now became Baron Von Steuben. 

Meeting Benjamin Franklin

He was looking for work as a soldier in 1777 when he traveled to France in 1777. French Foreign Minister Comte de Saint-Germaine sensed the value that a former Prussian Army officer could have to the American cause. By now allied to America, St. Germaine introduced him to Benjamin Franklin, who in turn recommended him to General George Washington via letter. Washington wrote back that the Continental Congress could promise neither pay nor rank and he would have to present himself to Congress as a volunteer. 

Refusal To Serve as Volunteer in American Cause

Disgusted, he returned to Prussia to find allegations of improper relationships while in Prince Josef Friedrich Wilhelm of Hohenzollern-Hechingen's service. The allegations carried charges of homosexual conduct, never proven, and would prove disastrous for his hopes of military promotion. 

Acceptance

He returned to Paris and accepted Franklin's proposal. The French government paid his passage, and he arrived in Philadelphia in December 1, 1777. Because he had outfitted himself in a red uniform, the Americans mistook him for a British officer and almost arrested him. After Congress reviewed him and made arrangements for payment at the conclusion of the war, the Congress sent him to General Washington. General Washington received him on February 23, 1778.

Inspector General

The General appointed Von Steuben Inspector General with the task of write standard drills for an army that used different training methods from company to company. Since he could not write English, he wrote his orders in the military language of Europe, French. Washington's aides-de-camps, John Laurens and Alexander Hamilton, translated the orders into English. Brigade inspectors then copied the lessons into the orderly book for each brigade and regiment. He also instituted a change in the layout of the camps. Before his arrival the soldiers relieved themselves anywhere they wished. They killed animals for consumption in the middle of the camp and left the remains in place. He reorganized the entire camp, placing the latrines on the lower end and the kitchens on the upper end of the camp. 

Military Training Program

Using the skills he learned in the best military in the world, the Prussian Army, he upgraded the training drills practiced by the soldiers under Washington's command. He hand picked 120 soldiers and used them as incubators for his training methods. Because he used profanity in several languages profusely and worked directly with the soldiers, they loved him and with eagerness learned his methods. They, in turn, went out and trained the other soldiers. 

Training the Continental Army

His training transformed the Continental Army, which became evident at their first battle, the Battle of Stony Point, fought on July 16, 1779. The Americans won that engagement. During the years of 1778 through 1779 the Baron developed his Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States, This book was commonly known as the "Blue Book" and the army used it until 1814, though its practices influenced the Army until the Mexican War of 1846.

American Citizen

After a stint with illness, he rejoined the army on April 27, 1779. He served at the Yorktown campaign. After the war, he helped Washington demobilize the army. The Army discharged him "With Honor" in 1784 and in March 1784 the Pennsylvania legislature granted him American citizenship. 

The Congress, due to lack of funds, could never pay him what it promised. New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia each granted him lands. He sold portions of these lands, finally retiring to some holdings in New York, where he died in 1794. 

Henry Knox (July 25, 1750 – October 25, 1806)

The son of William and Mary Campbell Knox, Henry was a native of Boston. He attended the Boston Latin School until his father died when he was twelve years old. Henry quit school to support his mother, taking a job at a bookstore. Knox joined the Siege of Boston in 1775 and, at General George Washington’s direction, traveled to Fort Ticonderoga to retrieve cannon from that British fort after it fell to the Americans. He engineered a successful campaign to bring the cannon and other supplies to Boston to help push the British out of that vital port. He participated in several campaigns during the Revolutionary War. After the war Congress appointed him as the second Secretary of War, a position he held until 1794. 
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February 11, 1792 - Indians Attack Hunting Party at Fort Jefferson
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Captain Joseph Shaylor, commander of Fort Jefferson, had taken his twelve year old son, Joseph, and a few soldiers on a hunting expedition on February 11, 1791. A band of Indians attacked the hunting party, killing his son and a civilian military contractor. Shaylor was wounded in the incident. 

Joseph Shaylor (October 23, 1746 - March 04, 1816)

The son of Joseph and Mary Fowler Shaylor, Joseph was native to Haddam, Middlesex County, Connecticut. Shaylor enlisted in the Connecticut State Infantry Regiment on June 20, 1776. Shaylor saw extensive action during the Revolutionary War, rising from ensign to lieutenant until his discharge on November 15, 1783. He reentered the military on March 14, 1791 when he received appointment as a captain in the Second United States Regiment of Infantry to recruit soldiers for duty in the Northwest Indian Wars. 

Deployment to Fort Washington

Shaylor's company first assignment was to the Perth Amboy and Brunsworth Barracks where they stayed until they began the march to Fort Pitt on May 31. After arriving at Fort Pitt the company floated down the Ohio to join the garrison at Fort Harmar. On In late August his company joined Captain Newman's party on his journey to Fort Washington. They arrived on September 10. 

Commander of Fort Jefferson

On October 24, 1791, General St. Clair placed him in command of Fort Jefferson while he and the remainder of the army went on to defeat a few days later. Shaylor and his company provided shelter and what medicinal care they could offer to the wounded survivors of the battle. Shaylor completed the construction of Fort Jefferson. 

Indians Attack Hunting Party at Fort Jefferson

Captain Joseph Shaylor, commander of Fort Jefferson, had taken his twelve year old son, Joseph, and a few soldiers on a hunting expedition on February 11, 1791. A band of Indians attacked the hunting party, killing his son and a civilian military contractor. Shaylor was wounded in the incident. 

Relieved of Command

General Wilkinson relieved Shaylor of his command on February 28 and court martial him for hazarding his command in March. Wilkinson relieved him of command for six months. 

Natives Attack Supply Wagon Convoy

A small band of Indian warriors attacked a twenty wagon supply convoy just as it crossed Seven Mile Creek a short distance north of Fort. St. Clair. The attackers killed twelve privates and one officer. There were seven men missing in action after the attack. The Indians captured the entire lead herd of seventy horses, leaving the wagons and supplies on them in the middle of the road. The loss of the horses proved troublesome for the contractor charged with bringing supplies into the camp. Joseph Shaylor, court-martialed by General James Wilkinson, had been reinstated by General Anthony Wayne, who had placed him in command of Fort St. Clair. Shaylor had been in command of one of the columns in the convoy, on the way to Wayne's camp.
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March 1793 - Fort St. Clair Constructed
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Colonel James Wilkinson decided that the distance between Fort Jefferson and Fort Hamilton was too great, so he had his troops and the militias under his command construct the fort in March, 1792. The walls were 120 foot long and the stockade had a bastion at each corner. The fort stood near a spring that fed into Seven Mile Creek, to which it was adjacent. The fort's site is now inside Fort St. Clair State Park on the southwestern edge of Eaton, Ohio, near the Indiana/Ohio State line. At the time of its construction each Fort St. Clair's garrison consisted of 129 soldiers commanded by seven officers. Fort Hamilton had 105 soldiers and two officers. Fort Washington's garrison consisted of 77 soldiers and nine officers.

Fort St. Clair State Park

395 Camden Road

Eaton OH 45320
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March 14, 1792 - John Francis Hamtramck Negotiates Treaty with Natives
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Several small groups of tribes from the Eel River in addition to a few contingents of the Wea tribe negotiated a treaty with General John Hamtramck at Vincennes. The treaty signing took place on March 14, 1792. The treaty contained a provision that the tribes would assist in bringing the Kickapoo tribe into negotiating peace with the United States. If the Kickapoo refused to participate, the tribes that signed the treaty must help expel them from the region.
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March 30, 1792 - St. Clair Requests Court Martial
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Many in Congress and around the nation called for an investigation into St. Clair's conduct during the disastrous campaign. St. Clair offered to tender his officer's commission and requested a court martial, which he felt would clear his name.

Back to Table of Contents



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


April 03, 1792 - Major Alexander Trueman Receives Instructions from Knox
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In an attempt to make peace with the Wabash Indian tribes, Secretary of War Henry Knox instructed Major Alexander Trueman to travel to Kekionga and deliver a message of peace to the tribes assembled there. He was to attempt to aid a mission he was giving to Rufus Putnam and convince the tribes to visit Philadelphia to conduct treaty negotiations. The United States had recently conducted peace missions with several of the tribes in the southern United States, including the Creeks, Cherokees, Chickasaws, and Choctaws. He was to show them the treaties signed with these nations to convince them to join the Iroquois tribes then meeting in Philadelphia. Knox instructed Trueman to depart on the mission as soon as possible.

Alexander Trueman (1755 - 1792)

The son of Henry and Ann Magruder Truman, Alexander was native to Maryland. He and Margaret Reynolds married and had three children. 

Truman had received promotion from lieutenant to Major in April 1792.
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April 07, 1792 - St. Clair Resigns Commission
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General Arthur St. Clair tendered his resignation from his commission and from the Army. He continued to serve as governor of the Northwest Territory.
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April 07, 1792 - Wilkinson Dispatches Two Peace Missions
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Lieutenant Colonel James Wilkinson dispatches two parties of men headed by Major Alexander Trueman and Isaac Freeman charged with delivering letters of peace to the Indians along the Wabash. 

The Parties

Major Alexander Trueman and John Hardin made up one of the parties. Isaac Freeman and Joseph Gerrard made up the other. Others in the small peace delegation included William Smalley, Thomas Flinn. Flinn, Gerrard and Smalley served as interpreters. A soldier, William Lynch, also accompanied the party to serve as a waiter to Trueman. Trueman took a small pony to serve as a pack animal for his supplies. The two parties departed from Columbia, now the neighborhood of Columbia-Tusculum on the east side of Cincinnati, on April 7, 1792. The men entered Harmar's Trace and began their journey. 
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