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Sometimes love doesn’t come wrapped in youth, perfection, or promise. Sometimes it arrives after years of loss, after trust has withered and hope has turned quiet. This story is about such love — the kind that grows not out of fantasy, but from the courage to begin again.

Love Beyond Scars follows two people, Elisha and Gillian, who have each known disappointment, loneliness, and the fear of trying once more. Through humour, honesty, and second chances, they discover that true love isn’t about avoiding pain — it’s about healing through it.

This is not a fairy tale. It’s a story about real people finding peace in imperfection. Because sometimes, the heart learns that what’s broken can still be beautiful.
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by

Marvin Hanke

The Beginning

At forty, Elisha had almost given up on the idea of marriage. Between thirty and forty, he had suffered three heartbreaks from women he had truly believed were marriage material. Each time, betrayal had come like a silent thief—leaving his trust shattered and his heart bruised beyond recognition.

At thirty-five, Gillian too had surrendered to fate. She had three children from three different men, none of whom had stayed. Yet she did not see herself as wayward; rather, she saw herself as a victim of bad luck and men’s impatient demands—men who wanted to taste before they vowed.

By coincidence or providence, they both ended up renting houses in the same compound—a quiet place with only two stand-alone homes. Elisha had moved in first; Gillian followed a week later, her laughter and the noise of her three children bringing life to the newly built property.

The day after Gillian arrived, Elisha decided to do the neighbourly thing. He knocked on her door.

“Good morning,” he said when she opened.

“Good morning,” she replied softly.

“My name is Elisha. I’m your neighbour.”

“Gillian,” she said, extending her hand. “Pleased to meet you.”

“Same here.”

He smiled, his tone polite but warm. “I’ve only been here a week, but I thought I should welcome you properly. We’ll get to know each other better as time goes on.
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