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for always giving me a reason to keep trying,

to dream bigger, and to never give up.

Your laughter, curiosity, and love light the path of every endeavor I pursue.
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Foreword
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For decades, the stripper deck has been one of the most versatile and powerful tools in a magician’s arsenal. Its deceptive simplicity belies the incredible potential it holds for both classic and modern card magic. In this book, Fun with a Stripper, we have taken inspiration from a true cornerstone of magic literature: Miracle Methods No. 1 – The Stripper Deck by Jean Hugard and Fred Braue. That timeless work introduced generations of magicians to the elegance and practicality of the stripper deck, offering routines that, while groundbreaking in their day, can now be reimagined for contemporary performers.

Our goal has been to preserve the genius of Hugard and Braue while modernizing their material for today’s audiences. Every routine in this book has been carefully adapted to highlight smooth performance, practical handling, and clear, step-by-step instructions. We have expanded on the classics, refined the methods, and introduced presentation tips to help magicians at every level bring these effects to life.

From the instant revelation of a spectator’s chosen card to astonishing multi-card manipulations, the routines compiled here showcase the stripper deck’s extraordinary potential. Whether you are a seasoned performer or just beginning your journey in card magic, this book is designed to make the learning process intuitive, enjoyable, and, above all, magical.

We invite you to explore the modernized methods, discover new ways to astonish your audience, and, most importantly, have fun with a tool that has fascinated magicians for generations. Fun with a Stripper is more than a collection of tricks—it is a bridge between the rich history of card magic and the exciting possibilities of today.

Welcome to the world of the stripper deck. Your audience is about to be amazed.

— Morgan Todd
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Introduction
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The stripper deck is a marvel of simplicity and subtlety. With a single adjustment to a standard deck of cards, countless possibilities for deception, surprise, and pure wonder emerge. The routines in this book leverage the unique properties of the stripper deck to create effects that are at once astonishing and deceptively easy to perform.

This book is organized to help you master the deck gradually, while also offering a complete set of routines that can be performed individually or woven together into a full program. Each trick is presented in a clear, step-by-step format:

Effect – The audience-facing description, explaining what happens and the intended reaction.

Method – Detailed handling instructions, including prearrangements, sleights, and any special grips required.

Performance Tips – Advice on timing, patter, and presentation to make the illusion as convincing and entertaining as possible.

The routines range from quick, impromptu effects to elaborate multi-step sequences. Many rely on subtle manipulations such as the stripper cut, the jog, and the use of reversed stock, all of which allow the performer to control cards invisibly while giving the impression of complete fairness.

Others demonstrate how the stripper deck can streamline classic card effects, transforming complicated sleights into smooth, automatic movements.

We have carefully modernized every routine from the original Hugard and Braue material, preserving their brilliance while refining the methods for today’s audience. This includes:

Direct revelations of spectator-chosen cards, perfect for close-up or parlor settings.

Multiple card effects, where aces, selected cards, or paired cards magically gather or reveal themselves.

Spectator-participation routines, turning audience members into collaborators while enhancing the astonishment.

Pocket and mentalism effects, where cards appear, vanish, or are located with impossibly clean methods.

Throughout the book, you will find practical guidance on handling, shuffling, cutting, and presenting the cards so that every movement looks natural and fair. By following these routines and absorbing the performance tips, you will gain not only technical skill but also the confidence to craft your own unique presentations.

Whether you are performing in an intimate close-up setting, at a table for friends, or as part of a stage act, the routines in Fun with a Stripper will empower you to amaze and delight. This is a book not only about tricks—it is about creating moments of magic, where every card seems to move on its own and every spectator leaves convinced that the impossible has occurred.

Turn the page, pick up your deck, and step into the world of the stripper deck. The magic is waiting.

— Morgan Todd
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The Stripper Deck
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Let’s talk about one of the most underrated tools in card magic: the stripper deck. If you’ve ever picked one up at a toy shop as a kid, you probably thought, “Oh, that’s just for beginners.” And you wouldn’t be alone—magicians have been side-eyeing this deck for centuries. But here’s the truth: when used right, a stripper deck can create miracles that look completely impossible.

So, what is a stripper deck? Picture a regular pack of cards, but with a secret twist: the sides are shaved ever so slightly so the deck is just a little wedge-shaped. That tiny difference means if you reverse a card (or a bunch of them), you can instantly locate them by feel. It’s simple, sneaky, and honestly, genius.

Now, here’s the funny part: even though the stripper deck has been around since at least 1769 (yep, it was written about in Paris when powdered wigs were still a thing), magic books have mostly ignored it. Early writers showed off just two tricks:

Find a chosen card by reversing it in the deck.

Separate the red cards from the black in one swoop.

And then... everyone else basically copied those same two ideas for the next couple hundred years. No wonder the deck got labeled as a “kid’s toy.” Add in the fact that a lot of cheap stripper decks are so obviously wedge-cut that your grandma could spot them, and you can see why pros didn’t take it seriously.

But here’s where this book flips the script. Hidden inside the stripper deck are a ton of clever principles—brand-new ways to perform jaw-dropping card magic. 

Bottom line? By the time you finish this book, you’ll see why the stripper deck deserves way more respect than it gets. Used well, it’s not just a training wheel for beginners—it’s a powerhouse that can produce some of the most brilliant card magic you’ll ever perform.

🎩 Sidebars & Bonus Trivia

📜 Did You Know?

The stripper deck was first mentioned in 1769—before the United States was even a country. Imagine George Washington pulling cards at Valley Forge: “Pick a card, soldier...”

🍝 History on Repeat

For two centuries, magic writers basically shared only two stripper deck tricks. That’s like buying a cookbook that only teaches you toast and spaghetti. No wonder people thought the deck was boring.

👵 Grandma Test

Cheap stripper decks are cut so obviously wedge-shaped that even your grandma—without her reading glasses—could spot the secret. A good deck, though, is invisible and deadly effective.
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Preparing Your Stripper Deck
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If you want to pull off the card magic in this book like a pro, you need the right deck. Not just any deck will do—a finely stripped pack is essential. Coarsely cut cards? Sure, they’re fine for stage shows or “look over here!” tricks, but if you want to work close-up, face-to-face with spectators, you need precision. A subtle wedge makes reversed cards almost impossible to detect, even when you hand the deck directly to someone.

⚠️ Pro Tip: Don’t expect to nail this on the first try. If you really want a fine deck check out the Great Mogul Stripper Deck on eBay.
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