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CHAPTER 1

Jedd and Ursula Williams walked in
to the restaurant with their daughters Audrey, Cecelia and Alison.
They all chatted merrily. Jedd walked them through the restaurant
and headed outside to the smoking section that had umbrellas. They
all sat down. Cecelia stood up and adjusted the umbrella. She
reached up and fastened one of the ties. She had to really stretch.
She looked at the table across from her. She looked straight in to
the most gorgeous pair of brown eyes she had ever seen. Cecelia
stared. She suddenly looked down and blushed slightly. A bit of her
stomach had been exposed and the tip of her weapon was sticking
out. She quickly straightened her blouse over her holster. She wore
it tucked in to her jeans. She looked over at Ursula who was busy
chatting about her forthcoming project. Cecelia nodded as she
listened.

She sat down. She tried not to look
up. A couple of minutes went by. Cecelia couldn’t resist. She had
to take another look. She looked across and stared at the stranger.
He had chocolate brown hair and an earring in his left ear. He had
soft features, but not feminine. The entire package appealed to
Cecelia. Ursula looked at Cecelia.

“C, stop staring. It’s rude.” Cecelia grinned. She had a huge smile
on her face.

“Not staring, just admiring.” Everyone looked at her at the same
time. Alison chuckled.

“C!” Cecelia chuckled. She had a catchy laugh. Everyone
laughed.

Oswald Williams felt someone
looking at him. He smiled as he looked up. He looked straight in to
Cecelia’s eyes. He couldn’t take his eyes off of her. She was
gorgeous. She looked like an actress. Short brown hair, almost
black, and beautiful big brown eyes. Oswald looked over his mug of
coffee and admired Cecelia. He wondered about the holster which she
wore inside her jeans. Matt and Jean, his parents, both looked at
Oswald. His brothers Sloane, Peter and Paul all looked at him.
Oswald quickly looked away. Cecelia grinned. Oswald looked at his
parents. Jean chuckled.

“Seen something you like Oz?” Oswald chuckled.

“Pretty much.” He held the menu and grinned.

“I wonder if they do take a ways?” Sloane grinned. The brothers
chuckled. Sloane smiled.

“Which one?” Oswald grinned.

“The brunette.” The brothers all laughed. Sloane smiled.

“There are three of them.” Oswald grinned.

“Really?” Peter chuckled. He looked over.

“Oh wow. I think the one on the right is really something.” Oswald
nodded and smiled.

Everyone turned their heads and
looked to the outside of the restaurant as there was a loud
whistle. Candice stood outside the restaurant and pointed at
Cecelia. Cecelia stood up and whistled back. They both pointed at
each other and roared with laughter. Candice disappeared for a
minute.

Sloane chuckled as he watched them.
Oswald grinned.

“What now?” The family chuckled as they watched. Jean smiled.

“It is so good to see young people so happy.” Matt chuckled.

“I rather like this bunch.” Oswald and Sloane both
chuckled.

They all looked up as the young
lady joined Jedd and Ursula. Cecelia stood up. She put her hand up
in the air and brought it down shouting.

“Hooyah!” The young lady that had just walked in did exactly the
same at the same time. They both laughed. Cecelia headed over to
her and gave her a huge hug. They both grinned from ear to ear. She
pulled up a chair and grinned.

“So where is the coffee?” They all chuckled. Cecelia sat down
again. Candice chuckled.

“Welcome home C.” Cecelia chuckled. They chatted for a minute.
Cecelia got up.

“I’ll be back in a minute. I need to go to the bathroom. Where is
it by the way?” They all took turns explaining where the bathroom
was. Cecelia stood and shook her head. She smiled as she looked at
everyone. Candice roared with laughter.

“Want my Gamin?” Cecelia looked at her and shrieked with laughter.
Jedd chuckled.

“Listen to you two.” They both quietened down again. Cecelia had to
head over into the mall to find the ladies. She took a few steps
backwards.

“Don’t worry. I’ll find it. If I am not back in half an hour send
the search party.” They all chuckled and watched as she walked
out.

Oswald got up. He grinned at the
family.

“Back in a minute.” He followed Cecelia as she walked. He watched
and listened as she answered her cellphone.

“Williams.” He smiled. She had a quick conversation and cut the
call. He caught up to Cecelia. She smiled as he walked next to
her.

“Hi.” Cecelia smiled.

“Hi.” Oswald grinned.

“Williams?” Cecelia nodded.

“Cecelia.” She slowed down. Oswald put out his hand.

“Os.” Cecelia smiled.

“Short for?”

“Oswald. Williams.” Cecelia chuckled.

“They call me C.” Oswald chuckled.

“I heard.”

They both carried on walking. He
smiled.

“So how come you don’t know where the bathroom is?” Cecelia
chuckled.

“You heard that?” Oswald nodded.

“I just moved back. I haven’t been home for the last few years.
Been overseas for a while.” Oswald nodded.

“Doing?”

“Au pair.” He nodded.

“Nice.” Cecelia nodded.

“How long?” Cecelia looked at Oswald.

“How long what?”

“How long have you been away?”

“Seven years.”

“Wow. The parents didn’t mind?” Cecelia smiled.

“Skype, webcam, e-Mail, cellphone. I’ve been in contact that way.”
He nodded.

“Did you miss the family?” Cecelia nodded.

“Rather.” He nodded. Oswald stopped. Cecelia looked around.

“Where are we?” Oswald chuckled.

“We missed it.” Cecelia smiled.

“Take me there. Wherever it is. But make it fast.” He chuckled as
he turned her around.

“Follow me.” Cecelia grinned.

“So what do you do?”

“I’m an Attorney.” Cecelia nodded.

“Own practice?” He nodded. Oswald steered her towards the
bathroom.

“I’ll wait.” She smiled.

“Thanks.” Cecelia went to the bathroom. She quickly went to the
loo. She headed over to the mirror and straightened her hair. She
looked down at herself. She made sure her weapon was hidden away in
the little holster. She looked quite smart in her jeans and blouse,
with her stilettos. She smiled as she walked out. Oswald smiled as
he stood waiting. He faced away from the bathroom. He wore a jacket
with his jeans. He stood with one hand in his pocket. Waiting.
Cecelia walked up towards him.

“Hey.” He turned around and chuckled.

“Hey.”

“You know, you look good with that jacket and jeans. Smart.” He
smiled.

“Thanks. You look pretty neat yourself. Even with the holster.”
Cecelia chuckled.

“I wasn’t fishing for a compliment, but thanks. And the holster is
well hidden.” Oswald nodded and smiled. They started walking.
Cecelia lagged behind.

“What’s the rush?” Oswald turned and smiled.

“Sorry.” Cecelia nodded and smiled. She put her hand in to the
crook of his elbow. She suddenly realized what she had done.

“Oops, sorry.” She quickly removed her hand. Oswald smiled.

“Put it back. I like that.” Cecelia chuckled as she put her hand
back.

“Easier to walk like this when I am wearing heels.” Oswald looked
down. He chuckled.

“Why the heels?” Cecelia chuckled.

“Height.” He shook his head.

“Next time we go out, wear flats.”
Cecelia chuckled.

“Yes Oswald. Anything you say Oswald.” He roared with
laughter.

“You are so cheeky.” She chuckled.

“And you.” He grinned. He was quiet for a minute.

“Am I going to get that cellphone number?” Cecelia chuckled.

“Now why would you want that?”

“For next time.”

“There’s going to be a next time?” He nodded.

“There is. If you want a next time.” Cecelia chuckled and nodded.
She put her hand in to her pocket and pulled out a business
card.

“Same number. Just a different address.” He looked down at the
card.

“Cecelia Williams. Au Pair.” She chuckled and nodded.

“So who did you au pair for?” She whispered.

“The President’s twins.” He looked at Cecelia.

“Really?” She nodded.

“Really.”

“Wow.” She nodded.

“But now I am going to do what I have been studying for.”

“And that is.”

“Attorney.” He chuckled.

“So you want to be an Attorney?” Cecelia chuckled.

“No. Qualified already.” He nodded.

“Wow. But not practicing yet?” She nodded.

“Not yet. Just got here this morning.” He smiled.

“Are you looking for a job?”

“No. I am going to open my own practice.”

“So I might have competition?” Cecelia nodded.

“Maybe.” Oswald smiled.

“As long as we don’t discuss our cases we will be okay.” Cecelia
chuckled.

They turned around a corner.

“That is where we are headed.” Cecelia nodded.

“Thanks for the support.” Oswald chuckled.

“I’ll give you a call.” Cecelia chuckled.

“Right.”

“You don’t believe me?”

“Should I?”

“Yes.”

“Okay. I believe you.”

“So you should.” Cecelia nodded and smiled. They walked through the
restaurant, heading outside.

Cecelia removed her hand from the
crook of Oswald’s arm. Oswald sighed.

“I was so enjoying that.” Cecelia chuckled. She walked in front of
Oswald. She walked over to her family and sat down. Oswald headed
over to his family. He sat down. He took out his cellphone and
loaded Cecelia’s number. He put her business card in to his wallet
and smiled. He sent an SMS to her. Cecelia took out her cellphone.
She grinned as she read. ‘Os Williams. Mall guide’. Cecelia
chuckled as she saved his number. She smiled as she nodded. She
knew he was watching. She looked up and smiled. He
smiled.

Sloane chuckled as he looked at
Os.

“So who is she?”

“Who?”

“The woman you have just SMSed.” Os smiled.

“Someone really special.” Sloane grinned.

“Who?”

“C.”

“C?” He looked over at Cecelia.

“The woman from that table?” Oswald nodded.

“Yep.”

“You joined her when she went to the bathroom?”

“Yep.”

“You got her number?”

“Yep.” Cecelia looked up at Oswald. She smiled as he looked at her
and smiled. Sloane chuckled.

“You dirty devil.” Oswald chuckled.

“She’s really nice.” Sloane nodded.

“How old is she?”

“Don’t know. Can’t be more than twenty five or six. I think. Might
be a bit younger maybe.” Sloane grinned. Peter smiled.

“How come you are the one with all the luck? Look at the other one.
She’s pretty neat.” They all looked at the table as Cecelia jumped
up. She walked straight out. Candice stood up.

“C. Come back. She didn’t mean it. C, please.” Candice sat down
again and let out an expletive. Cecelia’s table was quiet. They all
looked at each other. Ursula got up. Jedd pulled her down.

“Leave it. Let her cool off a bit.” She sat down again.

Oswald got up. He walked out of the
restaurant. He saw Cecelia standing outside behind one of the huge
trees. She was in tears. He walked over to her and took her in his
arms. He turned her around and held her.

“Don’t cry sweetheart. Don’t cry.” Cecelia shook as she cried.
Oswald took out a tissue from his pocket and gave it to her.
Cecelia dried her eyes.

“Sorry.” He held her tight.

“Why are you crying?”

“It’s nothing really.”

“Talk to me.” Cecelia shook her head.

“It’s nothing important.” He pulled her closer.

“Come on. Tell me.” Cecelia shook her head.

“They seem to think that being an Au Pair is the lowest form of
life.” Oswald hugged her closer.

“Do they know who you Au Paired?” Cecelia nodded.

“It’s not who that matters. It’s the actual job.” Cecelia wiped her
eyes.

“Thanks.” Oswald nodded.

“Now go in there with a smile on your face. You’re going to be a
hot shot lawyer soon.” Cecelia chuckled.

“But not yet.” He smiled and pulled her closer.

“But you will be. Do they know that?” Cecelia shook her head.

“I will be. But they don’t know.” He nodded.

“Come on. You need to set them straight. Today.” They both walked
back inside.

Cecelia and Oswald both sat down at
their tables. Oswald looked over at Cecelia and smiled. She smiled
and nodded. She looked at everyone as they spoke. Ursula looked
over at Cecelia.

“I’m sorry C.” Cecelia nodded. She looked at everyone.

“What you don’t realize is that I was studying whilst being an Au
Pair.” She looked over at Oswald. He nodded and listened. She
nodded and looked back at her family.

“I am a qualified Attorney.” There was sudden silence. Jedd cleared
his throat.

“Sorry C.” Cecelia nodded. She carried on looking at
everyone.

“If you have a problem with my choices, now is your chance. But
after today if I hear one derogatory comment about my chosen career
I will pack my bags and you will never see me again. Do you all
understand?” Everyone nodded.

“I am a qualified Au Pair. With every qualification you can think
of. I even learnt first aid. And I can tutor English.” Everyone
nodded.

“And I am a qualified Attorney. Anyone got a problem with that?”
Everyone looked at Cecelia. She looked over at Oswald. He smiled
and nodded and gave her a huge wink.

Cecelia picked up her cup of coffee
and smiled. Audrey, Alison and Candice smiled. Candice chuckled.
She pointed her finger at Cecelia.

“You rock C, you rock!. Bring on Miss Williams!. Our own hot shot
Attorney!” Everyone roared with laughter. Candice had brought the
table back to normal. Cecelia looked over at Oswald. He winked
again. Cecelia blushed. Candice turned around and looked at
Oswald’s table. She turned back.

“Oh yummy C!” Cecelia blushed a deep shade of red. She pointed her
finger at Candice.

“Candice, behave.” Candice roared with laughter.

“I must behave? Whoa sister, I have been watching you!” Cecelia
roared with laughter. She looked over at Oswald. He grinned. They
both looked away quickly.

Sloane chuckled.

“Now, she is gorgeous.” Oswald chuckled.

“I can’t work out who is the oldest and who is the youngest.”
Sloane looked at the four sisters.

“The one you like is definitely the youngest. Then the hot babe.
Then that one, and the other one is the oldest.” Oswald
chuckled.

“I don’t know.” Sloane smiled.

“Ask.” Oswald chuckled.

“Nope.” Sloane chuckled.

Oswald and his family stood up.
They had finished their coffee. They all walked out. Oswald stopped
as he got to Cecelia. He leaned down and kissed her in the
neck.

“I’ll call.” She chuckled and blushed. Candice chuckled.

“Oooooh yum.” Cecelia went a deep shade of red. Oswald smiled. He
looked at Candice.

“Oooooh yum is right.” He chuckled as he walked off.

Candice and Cecelia roared with
laughter. Oswald and his family walked through the restaurant and
came around the front. Sloane and Oswald were chatting as they
walked out. Candice watched as they walked out. She put her two
fingers in her mouth and let out a loud whistle. Sloane and Oswald
and the family grinned. They all chuckled. Candice looked at
Sloane. He looked at Candice.

“I didn’t get one of those.” Sloane jumped over the railing and
walked up to Candice.

“Sorry babe.” He pulled her closer and gave her a whopping
kiss.

“Better?” Candice grinned.

“I can live with that.” Sloane turned and walked off. Both families
roared with laughter. Sloane turned around and grinned. Candice
chuckled. Oswald looked over at Cecelia. He mouthed. ‘I’ll call’.
Cecelia nodded and smiled. Cecelia sat down. Jedd chuckled.

“Candice.” She chuckled.

“Yes Dad?” They all roared with laughter. Jedd looked at
Cecelia.

“C?” She chuckled.

“Yes Dad?” They all laughed. Ursula smiled.

“Doesn’t take you two very long now does it?” They both
chuckled.


CHAPTER 2

Cecelia looked down as an SMS came
through. ‘Proud of you. Stood your ground’. Cecelia quietly sent an
SMS. ‘Thanks. Couldn’t have done that without you’. She sent the
SMS. She looked down again. ‘Are you on e-Mail?’. Cecelia smiled as
she sent an answer. ‘Yes. It is CWilliams@…..’. She smiled as she
looked up at Candice. Candice whispered.

“Find out the brothers name and number.” Cecelia chuckled. She sent
another SMS. ‘Candice would like your brother’s name and number.
Her number is …..’. Oswald chuckled as he replied. ‘Watch this
space. Forwarding the SMS’. Cecelia chuckled. Not two minutes later
Candice’s phone rang. She answered.

“Williams.” Sloane chuckled.

“Williams! Sloane is the name. Kissing is the game.” Candice roared
with laughter. Everyone watched her.

“I don’t normally do that. First time ever.” He chuckled.

“I would never have known. By the way, are you free this evening?”
Candice chuckled.

“Not this evening. C only arrived home today. So we have to stay in
for supper.” Cecelia looked at Candice.

“Go out. No need to stay in on my behalf.” Sloane chuckled as he
listened to the conversation in the background.

“Take her advice.” Candice chuckled.

“Why don’t you join us for supper. We are going to light the fire.
Bring what’s his name with for C.” Sloane roared with
laughter.

“What’s his name is called Os.” Candice chuckled.

“What the hell, I am inviting the whole family over.” Candice
looked over at her Dad. He nodded and gave the thumbs up.

“Dad says yes. All of you. Parents too. It’s a homecoming cookout
for C.” Sloane chuckled.

Cecelia looked down and read her
SMS. ‘Are you listening to this?’ She replied. ‘Yes. Does that mean
you will come?’ He answered. ‘Wouldn’t miss it for the world. What
is your favorite chocolate?’ Cecelia chuckled as she read the SMS.
She sent one more. ‘White chocolate buttons. See you later. Address
is ……’. Cecelia chuckled as she looked at Candice who was still
chatting. Cecelia rolled her eyes at Candice. Candice chuckled as
she put down the phone. Candice grinned.

Everyone chuckled. They all got up
and made their way out. Candice put her arm around Cecelia.

“I am so glad you are home. Now we can get back to normal. And you
and I can start going out together.” Cecelia smiled.

“I have a career to get off the ground. That’s my goal right now.”
Candice nodded. She hugged Cecilia around the shoulders.

“I am just happy you are home.” Cecelia chuckled.

“Been a while, hasn’t it?” Candice nodded.

Jedd walked through the front door.
He grinned.

“Home sweet home.” Cecelia walked through the door.

“And where am I bunking?” Ursula chuckled.

“Your room.” Cecelia chuckled.

“Really?” Ursula nodded. She gave Cecelia a huge hug. She walked
her through to her old bedroom. Cecelia chuckled as she looked
around.

“Oh Mum. You haven’t changed a thing.” Ursula smiled.

“Of course not.” Cecelia smiled.

“It won’t be for long. Till I get my own place.” Ursula
nodded.

“I know. But it is so nice to have you home.” Cecelia nodded.
Candice came through the door. She ran and dove on to Cecelia’s
bed. They all chuckled. Candice groaned.

“Sloane. That is such a nice name. And he really is yummy. And he
is coming over tonight.” Candice put her hands in to the air and
gave out a yell of joy. Cecelia chuckled. Jedd walked in with
Cecelia’s luggage. He grinned as he looked at Candice.

“Candice, get your butt to the kitchen and get a few dips made up.”
Candice chuckled. She hopped off of the bed. Cecelia
chuckled.

“You realize you just doubled the numbers.” Candice chuckled and
nodded.

“All for a good cause Dad.”

“And what is the good cause?”

“’Cause we like them.” Candice roared with laughter as she walked
down the passage. Jedd shook his head.

“That one.” They all nodded in agreement.

Jedd looked over at Cecelia. He
smiled.

“You tired C?” Cecelia nodded.

“A bit Dad.” Jedd and Ursula left the room. Cecelia looked around
and smiled. She kicked off her shoes and lay on her bed. She
whispered to herself.

“Home.” Cecelia closed her eyes and smiled as she thought about
Oswald. She had only met him today but he had helped her through a
grueling session with her family. She had felt his strength. He had
helped her to stand her ground. Say her say. Cecelia smiled as she
rolled over and went to sleep, dreaming about Oswald.

The doorbell rang at six. Candice
sprinted to the door. Matt and Jean walked through. They all
carried something. A bottle of wine, sodas, chips, a salad, a dozen
beers and a container with meat. Jedd and Ursula shook everyone’s
hands, making introductions. Jedd chuckled.

“You shouldn’t have. We’ve got it covered.” Matt grinned.

“We had similar intentions.” They both chuckled.

Candice grinned as Sloane walked
through the door. Oswald was last, carrying a huge box of
chocolates. He smiled as he was introduced. Candice roared with
laughter.

“Oh hell, we forgot about C. Where is she Dad?” Jedd
chuckled.

“She might be where I left her. In her bedroom.” Candice
chuckled.

“Sleeping?” They all laughed. Oswald grinned.

“Allow me. May I?” Jedd chuckled.

“All yours. If she wakes up you deserve a medal.” Oswald
chuckled.

“When did she arrive?” Ursula smiled.

“Twelve.” Oswald smiled.

“Must be tired.” They all nodded. Oswald looked at Jedd.

“Which way?” Jedd pointed to the passage.

“Last one on the left. Prepare yourself for a time warp.” Oswald
chuckled and walked through.

He knocked on the door. There was
no answer. He opened the door and looked into Cecelia’s bedroom. He
whispered.

“Cecelia.” He walked in to the bedroom. He sat on the bed.

“Cecelia, you ready to wake up?” Cecelia opened one eye. She had
her hand ready on the top of her holster.

“Oswald?” He chuckled and put up his hands.

“Right first time.” Cecelia smiled and groaned.

“I look a mess.” Oswald chuckled.

“No. You look mighty fine from where I am looking.” Cecelia
chuckled.

“Don’t go. I am going to quickly go to the loo.” Oswald
chuckled.

“Not going anywhere. I am here for supper, remember.” Cecelia
chuckled. Oswald grinned.

“I brought you something.” He handed her the box of chocolate
coated buttons. Cecelia chuckled.

“You shouldn’t have.” Oswald chuckled.

“It’s your homecoming gift.” She smiled.

“Thanks.” He nodded. She hopped off of the bed and headed over to
the bathroom. Oswald chuckled. He lay on her bed as he waited. He
looked up at the ceiling. He grinned. There were posters on the
ceiling. He couldn’t see the names of all the faces. He recognized
most of them.

Cecelia walked back in. She looked
at Oswald and then up at the ceiling.

“Who is that?” Cecelia looked up.

“Can’t see.” She hopped up on the bed and stood.

“Boy George.” Oswald chuckled.

“And that one?” Cecelia chuckled.

“Sting.” Oswald nodded. Cecelia sat on the bed. She lay on her
back. She went through each poster. They both called out names.
They both roared with laughter. Cecelia chuckled as she pointed to
Bryan Adams.

“Remember his music?” Oswald nodded. He sang a few bars. Cecelia
joined in. They both chuckled. He pointed up at a picture of WHAM.
Cecelia started singing.

“Wake me up before you go go.” He carried on singing. They both
laughed. Cecelia looked at Oswald.

“Fancy a chocolate?” He nodded.

“You offering?” She nodded and grinned. She took the box and opened
it up. She put the box on the bed between them. They both tucked
in.

“What is your all-time favorite song?” Oswald grinned.

“Time Warp.” Cecelia nodded. She started singing the song word for
word. He joined in.

Candice walked in.

“Dad says to come out. No hanky panky or tom foolery allowed.”
Cecelia groaned. Candice looked at the chocolates and took a
handful. Oswald chuckled.

“The meat is almost ready. Move it.” She chuckled as she walked out
of the door. Oswald hopped off of the bed and took Cecelia’s
hand.

“Ready?” She nodded.

“Starved actually.” Oswald chuckled. They made their way outside.
Jedd grinned.

“There she is.” He introduced everyone to Cecelia. Matt and Jean
smiled as they were introduced.

Cecelia and Oswald sat down. Jean
started chatting to Cecelia.

“I believe you were an Au Pair for the last seven years?” Cecelia
grinned.

“I was.” Jean chuckled.

“And you looked after the Presidents children.” Cecelia looked at
Oswald and smiled.

“I did. A girl and a boy. Twins. Now they are teenagers.” Jean
nodded.

“Did you have to contend with bodyguards?” Cecelia smiled. She was
quiet for a while. Cecelia nodded.

“Yes. But it was a requirement whenever we went to school or on an
outing. They always tailed us at a distance. They weren’t at all
obvious.” Jean was engrossed with Cecelia’s previous job.

“Weren’t you scared?” Cecelia nodded.

“In the beginning. When I wasn’t used to it. But soon enough you
miss them if they aren’t close by. And they put me on a crash
course to learn to handle weapons, and made me carry one. Which
became a habit.” Jean nodded. Oswald smiled and nodded. He knew her
family had no idea that she carried a weapon. Matt looked at
Cecelia.

“Why did you leave?” Cecelia smiled.

“They were old enough to go to high school. They were both sent to
boarding school. So I wasn’t really needed anymore.”

Matt chuckled.

“I bet you made a small fortune.” Cecelia chuckled and
nodded.

“They paid my salary straight in to my bank account. I lived in the
house and everything was provided. Actually I am waiting for my
cars and a few other things to arrive. They sent them via container
a couple of weeks ago.” Jean grinned.

“Wow, that’s awesome.”

Ursula listened to the conversation
in awe.

“What cars do you have C?” Cecelia grinned. She whispered.

“A Lamborghini and a tiny little Merc.” Sloane chuckled.

“Good lord woman.”

“And they are yours?” Cecelia chuckled.

“All mine.” Oswald grinned.

“When do they arrive?”

“Next week.” He chuckled.

“Wow.” Cecelia chuckled.

“Perks of the job.” Jedd grinned.

“Is that what you drove the children in?” Cecelia chuckled.

“No Dad, I drove a huge four by four. The cars were gifts from the
children. Farewell presents.” Ursula took a deep breath. She
smiled.

“We didn’t realize what your job entailed C. I don’t think any of
us understood. I really apologize.” Cecelia chuckled.

“It’s really fine Mum. It’s like being a mom. Making sure everyone
is happy. Fetching and carrying children. Tutoring where necessary.
Doing homework.”

Oswald chuckled.

“Farewell presents?” Cecelia nodded.

“It was either that or diamonds. And when I say diamonds I mean
loads of them. Where would I wear that kind of thing?” Candice
chuckled.

“Wise move. And where are you going to park them?” Cecelia
chuckled.

“Didn’t think about that.” Ursula chuckled.

“We have the awning if you need that.” Cecelia chuckled.

“Uhm, Mum, they’re brand new. I need to organize a garage.”
Everyone looked at Cecelia.

“What?” They all chuckled. Sloane smiled.

“Maybe a storage unit. They’re quite reasonable.” Cecelia
nodded.

“I’ll have to do something. But I need somewhere to stay.” Ursula
smiled.

“You really can stay at home.” Cecelia shook her head.

“Mum, I am accustomed to living on my own. It’s not fair on anyone,
living at home. I’ll find a house somewhere.” Ursula nodded.

“Didn’t you live in the house?” Cecelia smiled.

“I had my own set of rooms. I could come and go as I pleased.” They
all nodded. Cecelia grinned and shook her head.

“And when either of the twins was missing you could find them in my
rooms. Generally around feeding time.” Oswald smiled and shook his
head.

Sloane chuckled.

“Let us know when those cars arrive. We can help drive them to
wherever.” Cecelia chuckled.

“Which one in particular?” They all chuckled. Oswald
grinned.

Peter and Paul stood with Alison
and Audrey. They all chatted merrily. Jean and Ursula chatted. Jedd
and Matt chatted. They looked over at the fire.

“Is it ready?” Peter chuckled.

“Yes.” Ursula got up and fetched the empty roasting dish. Peter
loaded the meat into the dish. Ursula put it on the table.

“Supper’s up.” Everyone got up and helped themselves to meat,
salads and bread rolls.

Oswald smiled as he watched Cecelia
dish up. She looked at the chops and mulled over in her mind
whether she should or shouldn’t. He grinned.

“Load it on my plate and decide later.” She grinned and
whispered.

“I haven’t eaten meat for a long time. They were vegetarians.”
Oswald scrunched up his nose and nodded.

“That must have been difficult.” Cecelia nodded.

“A bit. But it wasn’t too bad.” They walked over to their chairs
and sat and ate. Oswald grinned.

“Are you or aren’t you?” Cecelia grinned.

“Just cut me a tiny piece.” Oswald smiled as he cut the meat from
the bone. He popped a tiny piece on to Cecelia’s plate. Jean
watched and smiled. Oswald grinned. Cecelia cut a tiny bit of the
meat. She popped it in to her mouth and smiled. She groaned. Oswald
chuckled.

“That good?” Cecelia nodded.

“Yes. That good.” He smiled.

“So would you like the rest?” She chuckled as he moved the chop
from his plate to hers. Jean smiled as she watched the two of them.
She looked up at Ursula.

“You know, it looks as if they have known each other forever. You
know what I mean?” Ursula chuckled.

“Is he the oldest?” Jean nodded.

“Oswald, Sloane, Peter and then Paul. Boom, boom, boom, boom!”
Ursula chuckled.

“Cecelia, Audrey, Alison and then Candice. Same, but it’s more like
bang, boom, boom, pow! The eldest and the youngest are the
loudmouths.” They both roared with laughter. Candice grinned.

“Heard that Mum.” Ursula chuckled.

Jean grinned.

“Thirty, twenty eight, twenty-seven and twenty-six.” Ursula
smiled.

“Twenty-eight, twenty-six, twenty-five and pow over there is
twenty-four.” Candice chuckled as she listened.

“Pow. Hmph.” Sloane chuckled as he listened.

“Twenty-four?” He grinned.

“Twenty-eight.” They both nodded. They looked at Cecelia and
Oswald.

“And thirty and twenty-eight. That’s neat.” Sloane nodded.

“He’s a bit of a loner. Bachelor and hermit. Never dates. Boring.
Always working.” Candice grinned.

“And you?” Oswald looked up.

“No, he’s all mouth, no action. All talk.” Cecelia chuckled.

“You’re thirty? Really?” Oswald nodded.

“Yeah.” Cecelia chuckled. He smiled.

“Following close on my heels miss twenty-eight.” She roared with
laughter. Oswald smiled.

“I thought you were the baby of the family. And then Candice and
then Audrey and Alison.” Cecelia looked up and smiled as she looked
at Audrey and Alison who were engrossed in conversation with Peter
and Paul.

“They seem to be hitting it off.” Oswald chuckled.

“What can be so interesting?” Candice chuckled as she eavesdropped.
She answered.

“Books. Titles that I don’t recognize. Must be sci-fi or
something.” Sloane grinned.

“They’re discussing movies you numb skull. Star Wars.” Cecelia
shrieked with laughter. Candice chuckled and looked up at
Sloane.

“Who is your numb skull by the way, idiot?” Oswald chuckled as he
listened to the two of them.

Cecelia rolled her eyes.

“She’s not very bright. The lift doesn’t reach the top floor.”
Oswald chuckled. Candice grinned.

“Thank you. How am I supposed to know what a Jedi is. And what is a
sky walker? And Darth Vader? Give me Demi Moore and what’s his name
in Ghost any day. Now that’s a movie.” Sloane chuckled.

“Still like Grease.” Candice nodded. Oswald chuckled.

“Rocky Horror Picture Show any day.” Cecelia chuckled.

“Pretty Woman.” They all nodded. Oswald got up. He looked down at
Cecelia.

“Seconds?” She nodded as she got up. They walked over and dished up
more food.
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