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CHAPTER 1




Be Ye Thankful



		
		
			And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and BE YE THANKFUL.  

			Colossians 3:15

			There is a list of eighteen moral blemishes that will characterize the last days. You will find “unthankful” in the list of terrible faults of the human race.  In the last days, men will be more and more ungrateful.  It is the nature of the devil to be ungrateful and forgetful about all the good things that have been done for him.  

			This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, UNTHANKFUL, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

			2 Timothy 3:1-5

			Saying, “Thank you” has been taught all over the world, as part of being courteous.   Young boys and girls have been taught to say “Thank you” when a hand is stretched out to give them something.  “Thank you” is said as the hand is stretched out and even before you receive the gift.  Saying, “Thank you” is also a part of the Christian culture.   In your Christian culture, you must learn the art of saying, “Thank you” and the art of being thankful.

			However, being thankful is much more than being part of a nation’s culture. Saying, “Thank you” is to fulfil an important spiritual principle.  Being thankful is indeed also a spiritual condition.  Saying, “Thank you” is a weapon! Being thankful fights evil spirits.  Being thankful creates an atmosphere for the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

			The Power of Being Thankful

			1.	Saying thanks is a constant part of prayer.

			Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  

			Philippians 4:6

			In all your prayers you must always include a part for thanksgiving. It is possible to pray a lot but not say “thank you” for anything. Not saying, “Thank you” for anything is a sign that you are not grateful in your heart. 

			It is also a sign that you do not recognize the great things that God had done. We see a scripture telling us to note the great things that God has done for us. 

			Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.  Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? Who can shew forth all his praise?  Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness at all times.

			Psalm 106:1-3

			It is important to write down and note the mighty acts of God that have taken place in your life.

			2.	Be thankful as an attitude of your life.

			And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.  

			Colossians 3:15

			There are people who have learned to say “Thank you” because it is part of their culture. In certain cultures, children are taught to say “Thank you” as soon as a hand is stretched out to give them something. They say “Thank you” before they even know what they have received. Saying, “Thank you” is an automatic thing for many well-mannered people. 

			There are unthankful and ungrateful people who have learnt how to say “thank you” but are not thankful. Being thankful is a spiritual state. It is a state of constant gratefulness. It is a state of singing, praising and thanking God. It is a state of great appreciation. It is important to appreciate all the good things that God has done for us.

			Remember that it is possible to say, “Thank you” without being thankful. 

			3.	Give thanks as a weapon that releases the greatest miracles.  

			(Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks:)  

			John 6:23

			It is interesting to note how Jesus used thankfulness to release one of the greatest miracles ever.  Do not forget that Jesus was surrounded by five thousand hungry people, and He was able to feed all of them with some to spare.

			The reason why this miracle ranks as one of the greatest ever to be performed by Jesus is because, when the people saw that Jesus had fed five thousand people with His basket of bread, they were so amazed that they came along and tried to make Him a king.  I do not know of any other miracle that Jesus performed where they tried to make Him a king afterwards. (John 6:15)

			Indeed, the entire crowd was stunned by the amazing miracle that Jesus performed. How did He perform this great miracle? What was the master key that He used? 

			You will notice in the scripture above that Jesus gave thanks before He broke the bread.  He only gave thanks over the bread and few fishes that He had.  He did not pour oil on the bread, He did not dip the bread into holy water, he did not fast and pray over the bread. He did not even offer a prayer. All He did was to give thanks. Giving thanks is a mighty key to working great miracles. 

			Perhaps you will see the greatest miracles of your life when you give thanks. Perhaps you will see the greatest miracles of your life when you stand before an impossible situation and give thanks to God. 

			Lift up your hands now and give thanks to God.  As you stand before the red sea, wondering how it is going to part, lift your hands and give thanks. As you stand before that impossible situation, that sickness, that disease, that horror, that pain, lift up your hands and give thanks to God. 

			As sure as the word of God is true, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord as you give thanks to God.

			4.	Avoid unthankfulness since it is a sign of the last day evils.  

			For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, UNTHANKFUL, unholy,  

			2 Timothy 3:2

			The scripture above mentions unthankfulness as one of the moral blemishes and catastrophic evils of the last days. The fact that unthankfulness is included in this list is very alarming. For unthankfulness to be listed alongside blasphemy, covetousness and other well-known high-ranking evils makes unthankfulness a very serious problem indeed. 

			Unthankfulness must not be trifled with. It is a dangerous evil. I recently met someone who was unthankful for all the things that had been done for him. That spirit of unthankfulness opened up his heart and he was swallowed up by seven other evils mentioned in the scripture above. Before he understood what was happening to him, he had invoked seven curses upon his life. 

			Dear friend, be careful of unthankfulness.  Unthankfulness is one of the high-ranking evils of our generation.  It is a high grade evil.  Do not think it is just a cultural misstep to not say “thank you”. Beware of the terrible evil called unthankfulness.

			It is interesting to note how Jesus used thankfulness to release the greatest miracles that He probably ever performed.  The miracle of feeding five thousand is one of the greatest miracles ever performed.

			5.	Avoid bearing grudges against the unthankful. 

			But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.   

			Luke 6:35

			Experiencing an unthankful person can be a terrible thing.  It is important that you do not allow someone’s unthankfulness to create bitterness in you. When you encounter unthankful people, your personality can change. 

			You will no longer be kind to people. You will no longer be caring. You will no longer try to help anyone. You will always remember the things you did for people and how they did not even seem to notice it.   How they even turned around and insulted you after you were so kind, forgiving and gracious to them. 

			Today God is warning you not to allow the unthankfulness of people to enter your heart. You will become bitter within yourself and it will affect many others. Your ministry will be cut short because you will not be able to care for people and love people as you used to before you encountered unthankfulness and ungratefulness.

			6.	Unthankfulness in a person is a door to many evils. 

			Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL; BUT BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS, AND THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS DARKENED. 

			Romans 1:21

			The scripture above shows us clearly that many of the evils and perversions in this world came through unthankfulness. When men discovered more about the creation and discovered the beautiful earth that God had made, they were not thankful. 
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