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Chapter One
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I wake alone again, but this morning I can hear shouting. I swing my legs over the side of the bed and sit up. I recognize the deep booming voice that I can hear like approaching thunder. It’s Captain Logar who is shouting and he sounds full of rage.... or perhaps even fear. Keen to find out why Captain Logar is shouting and at whom, I hurriedly shower, put on my uniform and leave my room. 

I follow the sound of Captain Logar’s voice as it echoes and reverberates along the stone corridors. I feel confident that I’m heading in the right direction, as with every step I take, his gruff voice becomes louder and louder. I stop outside a door along one of the many corridors and I can hear the Captain’s voice from the other side of it. I close my hand around the door handle and ease the door open. I peer around the edge of the doorframe to see that I’m looking into what looks like some kind of briefing room. There are charts and maps on the walls and a series of computer terminals. But just like the lights hadn’t been working the night I’d arrived at the base, all of the computer screens seem to be broken, too. I can’t help but get the feeling—what with the two malfunctioning bots—that the base is falling into disrepair. A huge sprawling base that is only manned by three Alien Marines. But why is that? I thought the Bassaks had the best tech that there is—that they had tech that was far superior to human technology. 

As I peek around the doorframe, I can see that all three alien men have their backs to me as they stand and look at a map spread out on the table before them. Unseen by them, I listen to their conversation.

“This is where they are going to make their attack from tonight,” Logar says pointing to an area on the map. 

“From within the forest?” Tamos says, as if he is finding it difficult to comprehend what he is being told by the Captain. 

“Yes, when out on patrol last night we came across an Xthori secret base,” Heck says.

“How long have they been gathering out there for?” Tamos asks them.

“Fuck knows,” Captain Logar snarls. “I hate to say it, but perhaps Jenna was right and the Xthori that we found the other night was trying to transmit some kind of signal.”

Hearing Logar mention my name, my ears prick-up and I ease the door open another inch or two.

“I think she might have been right, too,” Tamos says.

To hear him say I’m right about anything more than surprises me, it kind of makes me happy.

“What do you mean?” Heck asks him.

“She says that the Xthori that attacked her at the scrap yard was the same one that I shot at the cliff edge,” Tamos explains. 

“How can she be so sure?” Logar asks, cocking an eyebrow at him.

“She said that both Xthori had the same serial number...7719,” Tamos tells them. 

“Can we confirm this?” Logar grunts. “Where is that dead Xthori now?”

“I disintegrated the fucker,” Heck reminds him. “There is no way of checking.”

“Let’s just say that Jenna is right, and it was the same bot, what does that mean?” Heck asks.

“That we’re fucked,” Tamos snarls, the huge blue muscles across his chest flexing.

“I fear that you might be right,” Logar says. “There are far too many for us to fight alone.”

“Can’t we radio for reinforcements?” Heck suggests.

“Are you fucking kidding me?” Logar barks at him. “Half of the coms in this place don’t even work. The bots are fucking useless, they struggle to keep the lights working let alone anything else. Even if we had long-range radios that worked, we’re so far out in this godforsaken place that any reinforcements that could be mustered wouldn’t be here in time. Unless you haven’t noticed, our superiors don’t give a fuck about us nor this base.... that’s why they have neglected it for so long and let it fall into disrepair. They think the war is over—they’re too busy slapping each other on the backs and congratulating each other. It’s just us. We’re on our own out here boys.”

“You’re not on your own,” I say, stepping out from behind the door and making my presence known. “I’ll help you fight the Xthori.” 

All three alien marines turn and look at me, bright eyes wide to discover that I’ve been listening to their conversation. 

Captain Logar is the first to speak. “You, help us fight?” he scoffs.

“Why not?” I say, standing my ground.

“Because you don’t know how to fight for starters,” Logar shoots back at me. “The Xthori will chew you up and spit you out, just like the other day. Thanks for the offer...but no thanks.”

“Actually, I do know how to fight,” I say, folding my arms defiantly across my chest. “I know how to use a blaster.” 
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