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Chapter 1  I Still Don’t Get Why Brahma Had To Help A Bad Guy
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“Narada Muni continued: Lord Brahma was very much satisfied by Hiranyakashipu’s austerities, which were difficult to perform. Therefore, when solicited for benedictions, he indeed granted them, although they were rarely to be achieved.” (Shrimad Bhagavatam, 7.4.1)

śrī-nārada uvāca

evaṁ vṛtaḥ śata-dhṛtir

hiraṇyakaśipor atha

prādāt tat-tapasā prīto

varāṁs tasya sudurlabhān

Friend1: We all know the story of Hiranyakashipu.

Friend2: Do we?

Friend1: Yeah. The bad guy who tried to kill his son Prahlada because of the boy’s devotion to Vishnu.

Friend2: And who is Vishnu?

Friend1: The Supreme Lord in the personal form. The detail behind the abstract. The person whose shelter means everything. If you approach Him, then you are set.

Friend2: Define “set”?

Friend1: Taken care of.

Friend2: What does that mean? Approaching Vishnu means you will get what you want?

Friend1: Not necessarily. Sometimes He denies requests. The worshiper is better off, regardless, since Vishnu looks out for their welfare. Something like the child asking to climb onto the sofa when the parents know better. The increased height poses danger of falling, so even though the child asks nicely, they are denied.

Friend2: That sounds like a pretty good deal to me. Why wouldn’t everyone take it?

Friend1: Perhaps they are unaware. With Hiranyakashipu there was hatred and envy of Vishnu. That’s why he approached Lord Brahma instead.

Friend2: Who is that?

Friend1: The creator. The architect of the population. He is behind its diversity. He is invested with potency from Vishnu, from whose navel he emerges. Brahma then has the ability to create.

Friend2: He lets the creativity of the mind take over, using the three base ingredients of goodness, passion and ignorance. Combined in different ways you get up to 8,400,000 different species.

Friend1: Hiranyakashipu approached Brahma for receiving benedictions.

Friend2: What kinds?

Friend1: Immortality, more or less. Safety from death, in the many forms that it can arrive. To safeguard against natural causes, he wanted immunity while inside the home and out. For the issue of outside attackers he listed the different kinds of species.

Friend2: Don’t forget weapons, too. The king who terrorized the world considered the instruments of death, along with their operators.

Friend1: I know we’ve discussed this many times, but it’s still a head-scratcher to me.

Friend2: That Hiranyakashipu couldn’t realize that even one percent mortality is enough for death to strike?

Friend1: No. That Lord Brahma would agree to these requests. He is so close to Vishnu, after all. Being a deva, he is in the mode of goodness. Lord Brahma shouldn’t be helping out someone so wicked, having ill-intent.

Friend2: He shouldn’t? Who should he be helping?

Friend1: Devotees. Demigods. Suras. Those in the mode of goodness.

Friend2: But Brahma is in charge of the mode of passion. Hiranyakashipu’s drive to live forever was to remain in rajo-guna for as long as possible.

Friend1: He’s still a bad guy, though. Why does Brahma have to help him?

Friend2: It’s the way nature works. The sun gives light to good and bad people alike. No one gets mad at the rain for providing drinking water to criminals. You’re also forgetting that good and bad are relative.

Friend1: How so? You don’t think trying to kill your own son is bad?

Friend2: Good brings you closer to the heavenly realm. Bad behavior is regressive; moving away from the higher destination. Nevertheless, you are still in a perishable place, within a perishable body, subject to the changes brought on by time. Beginning, middle and end. You still remain unaware that a higher authority controls time.

sargāṇām ādir antaś ca

madhyaṁ caivāham arjuna

adhyātma-vidyā vidyānāṁ

vādaḥ pravadatām aham

“Of all creations I am the beginning and the end and also the middle, O Arjuna. Of all sciences I am the spiritual science of the Self, and among logicians I am the conclusive truth.” (Lord Krishna, Bhagavad-gita, 10.32)

Friend1: If it’s all the same thing, what is so special about the story?

Friend2: Prahlada was neither good nor bad. He was in pure goodness, shuddha-sattva. This is transcendental to the material qualities. I would argue that Brahma’s benedictions to the king help to highlight the folly of material pursuits. The lack of immortality, the protection that went to the Vishnu-devotee instead – that is more important to take away.

In Closing:

Asking that forever to live,

Brahma something close to give.

But known right from the start,

That from dharma soon to depart.

Of bad character could easily see,

Why creator then had to agree?

Idea that relative the positions aligning,

Also on Prahlada spotlight shining.
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Chapter 2  Four Material Benedictions That Are Difficult To Maintain
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“Material benedictions are not always exactly worthy of being called benedictions. If one possesses more and more, a benediction itself may become a curse, for just as achieving material opulence in this material world requires great strength and endeavor, maintaining it also requires great endeavor. Lord Brahma informed Hiranyakashipu that although he was ready to offer him whatever he had asked, the result of the benedictions would be very difficult for Hiranyakashipu to maintain.” (Shrila Prabhupada, Shrimad Bhagavatam, 7.4.2 Purport)

Though birth in the material world is likened to a fall for the jiva soul, all hope is not lost. There are ups and downs which are bound to occur. They arrive almost automatically, on a schedule like the winter and summer seasons.

mātrā-sparśās tu kaunteya

śītoṣṇa-sukha-duḥkha-dāḥ

āgamāpāyino ‘nityās

tāṁs titikṣasva bhārata

“O son of Kunti, the nonpermanent appearance of happiness and distress, and their disappearance in due course, are like the appearance and disappearance of winter and summer seasons. They arise from sense perception, O scion of Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate them without being disturbed.” (Lord Krishna, Bhagavad-gita, 2.14)

Though no extra endeavor is required for receiving happiness, there is the option of working for such. In this regard there are two factors to consider: human effort and benedictions from higher authorities. The living entity is not themselves the doer, as even with paurusham the three modes of nature, gunas, must cooperate for the arrival of a successful outcome.

In the case of receiving benedictions or blessings from a person equipped to provide them, the result may not exactly be auspicious. That is to say a wise person can question whether or not the reward is actually a benediction. This is because of the maintenance factor.

1. A house

The in-laws are moving. The father has retired and he has decided to shift to a new location. The family is leaving behind the house, donated to you as a sign of affection. No more having to rent. No intense search for a new dwelling. A place with which you are already familiar is available, and at no cost.

Yet this benediction is not without its headaches. There are the annual property taxes, which are quite steep. It seems like every week there is a new issue that warrants attention. Call the landscaping people to cut the grass. Contact the roofing guy to patch the hole in the ceiling. Figure out why the heating decided to fail on the coldest day of the year. In many ways life was a lot simpler when there were only one or two rooms that someone else had the responsibility to maintain.

2. An expensive car

This time you put in long hours at the office. Overtime, they call it, and the purpose was to save up enough money to purchase the car of your dreams. This is a benediction that makes you so happy at first, since it fulfills a personal desire.

The problem is that you have to park far away when arriving at work in the morning. There is a weekly trip to get a car wash. If the slightest blemish appears on the exterior, you feel grief. Another issue is that a few years later the model becomes outdated. People who buy automobiles of the economically affordable class have more features than you. State of the art, they have a rearview camera, integration with the smartphone, and keyless entry.

3. Beauty

There are certain ways to enhance through personal effort, such as better diet and proper exercise, but in most cases the gift arrives at the time of birth. A beautiful person has the features gifted to them by nature, and others are appreciative.

The problem here is that increased attention may not always be preferred. The beautiful woman has men hounding her constantly. Not until she gets married will people finally back off, and only then a little.

There is also the competition factor. Others are beautiful, as well, and a person’s false ego, ahankara, may have them assessing the differences. If another person happens to be more beautiful, something needs to be done to change the situation. Chase after a temporary victory in the hopes of maintaining a feature over which the human being has little control and only gets to keep until the time of death.

4. Immunity from death in a variety of situations

This was the benediction King Hiranyakashipu received from Lord Brahma, the creator. The person who takes the three modes of nature as raw materials to create the different vessels in which the fallen spirit souls can reside personally gave the boon of protection against death.

It wasn’t a one hundred percent guarantee. There are always chinks in the armor of protection, but Hiranyakashipu was satisfied enough. Immunity against man and beasts. Weapons could not kill him, and even the paired time periods of day and night were covered.

Brahma warned that the benedictions were difficult to obtain. This wasn’t necessarily a reflection of its value. Hiranyakashipu had to work very hard to gain Brahma’s favor. He could have asked for practically anything, but the greatest fear on his mind was quitting the body and having to leave behind the opportunity for power and authority.

Despite the protections, the king was still paranoid. He had an inherent understanding that Vishnu, the Supreme Lord, would find a way to break through and successfully attack. The justification came after Hiranyakashipu had gone too far in harassing his devotee son named Prahlada.

That boy had the greatest benediction: hearing the glories of Vishnu. The connection took place while in the womb, but the sound was so powerful that the knowledge was retained after birth. Prahlada was not worried, since he knew that God the person was taking care of him. Not even the lethal antagonism of the crown could sway him, as he was unflinching in his devotion.

In Closing:

Terror raining down,

From father the crown.

But Prahlada not phased,

Since as bhakta raised.

Not concerned over body to maintain,

Like Hiranyakashipu from Brahma to gain.

Why chase after difficult so?

Wise favor of Vishnu know.
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Chapter 3  Hitting The Mark


[image: ]




“Then Lord Brahma, who awards infallible benedictions, departed, being worshiped by the best of the demons, Hiranyakashipu, and being praised by great sages and saintly persons.” (Shrimad Bhagavatam, 7.4.3)

tato jagāma bhagavān

amoghānugraho vibhuḥ

pūjito ’sura-varyeṇa

stūyamānaḥ prajeśvaraiḥ

The Sanskrit word amogha says that the benedictions coming from Lord Brahma, who can sometimes be addressed as Bhagavan, hit their mark. That is to say they do not fail. This means that Hiranyakashipu had approached the right person. The standing position maintained for so long, without any food or breathing, was worth it. The severe austerity ended up pleasing the person who is worshiped by so many great personalities, in this world and others.

What exactly did Hiranyakashipu ask for? A new car? A palatial mansion? Food and wine to last a lifetime? Knowing the exalted status of the person being worshiped, upon successful supplication the future terror of the world asked for something he thought to be quite clever.

Near-immortality. A little contemplation on the issue reveals that such a thing can never exist, the paradox, but Hiranyakashipu thought he would outsmart nature itself. Make one equal to two; put a square peg in a round hole. Immunity from death in a variety of situations. Protection against all kinds of attackers. Brahma is the creator, after all. He uses the three modes of nature to generate the different kinds of suits to be worn by the conditioned souls.

These are expansions of pure spirit, amshas coming from a source. The conditioned state is forgetting the original and eternal nature. Forgetfulness has an immediate consequence: leaving the spiritual world. To enter a new world requires a specific kind of suit. Something like needing a special vessel for travelling in outer space, in earth there are different kinds of residence.

To live in the water requires a form like a fish. Breathing takes place differently underwater than it does on land. To fly through the air requires a different proportion of the material elements. So many conditions that Brahma creates up to 8,400,000 different vessels.

Hiranyakashipu wanted protection against everything Brahma could conjure up. Not to limit the creator’s creativity. Not to stifle his ingenuity. Not to put a halt to generating new population on earth. Simply give protection against everything created. Brahma could offer this boon because he was directly responsible for creation.

Hiranyakashipu also wanted protection against various weapons. As a king he was aware of the primary modes of combat. From something as simple as a rock to the most complex arrows released by expert marksmen, let there be immunity from fatal injury.

A person might be surprised to learn that Brahma left after having agreed to every request. These boons were difficult to obtain, and they would not necessarily bring peace to the king. After all, there could be the lingering doubt that something was overlooked. Like that feeling after leaving the house and thinking that the stove was not turned off, maybe the king could meet death, after all.

Of course the great oversight was not realizing that someone empowers Lord Brahma. This is explained in detail in the Shrimad Bhagavatam. There are four verses in particular, known as the chatuh-shloki, which give the sum and substance of the entire work. It is spoken by Lord Vishnu to Brahma.

The creative power comes from the Supreme Lord. He was there before anything existed and He will remain after everything is gone. He is the beginning, middle and end, as also explained in the Bhagavad-gita.

Hiranyakashipu intentionally didn’t approach Vishnu due to an intense rivalry. In truth, there were no ill feelings on the other side. Vishnu is not affected by hatred or adoration directed at Him. He is atmarama, or satisfied in the self. But the king could not let go of a past incident, where the demoniac brother named Hiranyaksha was killed by Vishnu’s avatara of Varaha.

That was for the good of the entire universe. This is Bhagavan’s work. Every person connected receives auspiciousness, even if they are unaware. Hiranyakashipu would soon be the beneficiary, despite harboring such hatred for God.

In Closing:

Because Brahma empowered sufficient,

In granting boons not deficient.

So Hiranyakashipu approaching right,

For desired protections in sight.

Though properly the mark hitting,

Meaning still body one day quitting.

Since from Vishnu the potency coming,

Only then a benefactor becoming.
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Chapter 4  Nothing Is Ever Enough
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“A demoniac person, in spite of acquiring all the opulences possible to obtain in this universe, continues to be envious of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (Shrila Prabhupada, Shrimad Bhagavatam, 7.4.4 Purport)

A key lesson to take away from Hiranyakashipu’s interaction with Lord Brahma is that life is not about acquiring stuff. It may often become the central focus, but there is actually no long term benefit. A striking blemish remains, which can eat away at a person like a disease.

It’s only natural to think that I just need a little bit more. A bigger house. Right now the one bedroom apartment is not cutting it. Friends tell me that I’m throwing money away every month on rent. Owning is better. The mortgage payment goes towards a hard asset, which can be sold at a later date. Moreover, the general trend is towards appreciation, i.e. the house will be worth more in the future.

I am quite content with where I am. Lots of time freed up to focus on other things. No worries pertaining to maintenance. Didn’t lose a fortune on a down payment. The savings is still at a sufficient amount and a hardship in terms of loss of income will not bankrupt me.

Yet even if I were gifted a palatial residence, my happiness is not automatic. There is not a linear relationship, since the ways of the mode of passion are such that one desire only feeds more. The joy of satisfaction is not permanent and soon another issue will arise.

sattvāt sañjāyate jñānaṁ

rajaso lobha eva ca

pramāda-mohau tamaso

bhavato ‘jñānam eva ca

“The mode of passion is born of unlimited desires and longings, O son of Kunti, and because of this one is bound to material fruitive activities.” (Lord Krishna, Bhagavad-gita, 14.7)

Hiranyakashipu earned the favor of Lord Brahma, the creator. This was not easy and the boons subsequently received are rarely, if ever, handed out. There was protection against death in a variety of situations. For a king this meant ruling over a kingdom in peace. No need to worry about foreign invaders. No need to build a wall to repel a large group trying to live off your wealth without working.

The problem for Hiranyakashipu was that he maintained envy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. No amount of opulence could change that. The king had a lustrous golden body. His name is the combination of words meaning “gold” and “soft cushion.” There is great symbolism to the name of that historical personality.

On the other side, if a person is a devotee at heart, then even the smallest benediction seems too much. This is because they don’t require anything to continue in their service. This would be evident in the future arrival of a son. The five-year old boy named Prahlada was not given the same blessings from Narada Muni.

Prahlada was Hiranyakashipu’s son, so there was a good material situation in living in a kingdom. Yet Prahlada had no interest in enjoying the riches. He had a spirit of renunciation from birth. More importantly, he was fearless, so much so that he shared the wisdom of the ages to his friends during the recess period in school.

The foundation of the teachings was love of Vishnu, i.e. the same person for whom the father maintained envy. This means that Prahlada was risking lethal punishment through his teachings, but there was no fear.

Meanwhile, Hiranyakashipu had every protection the human mind can think of and he was still afraid of the work of a small child. The “stuff” from the creator made no difference, and the same principle applies across all situations of living. It is not that only in an ancient time period the connection to the Divine in love brings steadiness of mind and contentment. The same can be realized today through something as simple as chanting the holy names: Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

In Closing:

Despite abundance of stuff to get,

Still more desires in future to bet.

Since satisfaction none,

Only on how more to be won.

Like Hiranyakashipu demonstrating,

After the creator supplicating.

Meanwhile Prahlada peaceful still,

Not agitated by attempts to kill.
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Chapter 5  Four Aspects To Being The True King Of The World
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“Being worshiped by sacrifices offered with great gifts by those who strictly followed the principles of varna and ashrama, Hiranyakashipu, instead of offering shares of the oblations to the demigods, accepted them himself.” (Shrimad Bhagavatam, 7.4.15)

sa eva varṇāśramibhiḥ

kratubhir bhūri-dakṣiṇaiḥ

ijyamāno havir-bhāgān

agrahīt svena tejasā

In the past a television series called Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous depicted what it was like to possess a lot of money. At least externally, there was the evidence of advanced living, with palatial residences and servants to take care of every single need that could arise throughout the day.

Is such a lifestyle actually worth it? Some of the rich inherit the fortune from their ancestors, but others are described as “self-made.” What exactly goes into being powerful? What enjoyments should be present and what distresses should be absent?

Fortunately, the Vedas provide the best historical example in Hiranyakashipu. He was the genuine king of the world, extending beyond the earthly region. His life bore some similarities to today’s rich and famous, but there were striking differences, as well.

1. Everyone under your control

There is the saying, “Being king for a day.” The idea is that you get whatever you want. Not that you rely on anyone else’s sanction. No need to visit a government office for approval since you are yourself the government.

Many of the wealthy in modern times wield similar power. Even if they are not officially in the government, through donations they possess the same influence. The politicians are in their back pocket, so to speak, bought and paid for through legal bribery, though it may not go by that name. As an example, a wealthy business mogul has the most famous actors attend his child’s wedding, where they do menial work like serving food to the guests.

Hiranyakashipu’s authority went beyond what would be expected. He took over the heavenly region, residing in the best palace a person could think of. This was constructed by the architect of the demigods, Vishvakarma.

2. Limitless food and beverage consumption

There shouldn’t be an issue with the basic economic problem: food. A king shouldn’t be starving. If he wants to put down one hundred sandwiches in a sitting, the supply should be presented to him immediately. A king is the opposite of the beggar. They are in the position to offer charity to others.

Hiranyakashipu met this qualification and beyond. Enough liquor consumed that his coppery eyes were always rolling. Not the cheap stuff, either. Residents of the heavenly region drink Soma-rasa, which is supposed to be the most exquisite intoxicant, not experienced by man.

3. Capability to travel anywhere

The modern-day mogul has the private jet, which means less reliance on the crammed commercial travel system. There are still some inconveniences, but much less so than if there weren’t as much in the bank account.

Hiranyakashipu had a leg up since he could travel to different planets. The heavenly region is the reward for pious behavior, for following the mode of goodness, sattva-guna. The duration of residence is longer than it is on earth, but Hiranyakashipu took a short cut.

He forced his way into the place and took over upon the might of his boons granted by Lord Brahma, who is actually above the heavenly region. Everyone feared Hiranyakashipu except for the three principal gods of the creation: Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva.

4. Supplanting the demigods

Can you become so rich that you control the air? Can you decide when and where it rains? Make it colder on a specific day and warmer on another? By supplanting the demigods, Hiranyakashipu essentially had this potency.

There are oblations offered for the pleasure of the devas, the gods in control of the material nature. Hiranyakashipu would accept these offerings himself and then not share them with anyone. He was the actual king of the world, with no one above.

Despite achieving the highest status in a material existence, he was not happy. He was always envious, specifically of Vishnu. He was not at peace, although everyone feared him. It would be a five year old boy, of all people, to take him down, and without any intentional force applied.

The obvious lesson is that being king of the world is not the highest achievement. If a sufficient rise in character does not accompany, then the shift in stature is merely another way to pass the time. The potency is in illusion, since everything is eventually crushed under the ruthless wheel of time, kala-chakra.

kṣipraṁ bhavati dharmātmā

śaśvac-chāntiṁ nigacchati

kaunteya pratijānīhi

na me bhaktaḥ praṇaśyati

“He quickly becomes righteous and attains lasting peace. O son of Kunti, declare it boldly that My devotee never perishes.” (Lord Krishna, Bhagavad-gita, 9.31)

The devotion of the devotee, however, can never be destroyed. The king’s own son had something much more valuable, and he did not have to work nearly as hard for it. It was an issue of consciousness, and the flawed material one would spell doom for Hiranyakashipu directly at Vishnu’s hands.

In Closing:

Genuine highest position to entail,

That never in desire to fail.

To any place easily can go,

Success when contemplated so.

Hiranyakashipu installed in this place,

But soon to fall from grace.

Whereas different Prahlada the son,

Same kingdom without effort won.
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Chapter 6  Is It Necessary To Be Religious For The Earth To Produce
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“As if in fear of Hiranyakashipu, the planet earth, which consists of seven islands, delivered food grains without being plowed. Thus it resembled cows like the surabhi of the spiritual world or the kama-dugha of heaven. The earth yielded sufficient food grains, the cows supplied abundant milk, and outer space was beautifully decorated with wonderful phenomena.” (Shrimad Bhagavatam, 7.4.16)

akṛṣṭa-pacyā tasyāsīt

sapta-dvīpavatī mahī

tathā kāma-dughā gāvo

nānāścarya-padaṁ nabhaḥ

Friend1: I think this issue comes up every now and then, and I’d like to dig into it a little deeper. This idea of requiring sacrifice, yajna, in order to receive food grains.

Friend2: Well, you receive the rain first. The clouds extract water from the ocean and then distribute rain in a timely manner. In some places of the world the rain only appears during two months of the year, primarily. Goswami Tulsidas takes advantage of this phenomenon of nature to make a comparison to the transformation that takes place in the person who chants the holy name of Rama.

baraṣā ritu raghupati bhagati tulasī sāli sudāsa |

rāmanāma bara barana juga sāvana bhādava māsa ||

“Devotion to Shri Rama is like the rainy season, the wonderful devotees the paddy fields, and the two syllables in Rama’s name the months of Sawan and Bhadon [rainy season], says Tulsi.” (Dohavali, 25)

Friend1: Okay, but the general idea is that some religious effort is required. You have to do something in order to get rain, which leads to the important grain.

annād bhavanti bhūtāni

parjanyād anna-sambhavaḥ

yajñād bhavati parjanyo

yajñaḥ karma-samudbhavaḥ

“All living bodies subsist on food grains, which are produced from rain. Rains are produced by performance of yajna [sacrifice], and yajna is born of prescribed duties.” (Lord Krishna, Bhagavad-gita, 3.14)

Friend2: Yes, the verse from the Bhagavad-gita explains it perfectly. Rain seems like a random occurrence, just another aspect of nature, but there is always intelligence in the background. That is why you sometimes see droughts. Some areas get too much rain. The more man tries to study science while neglecting the influence of a higher authority, the more they are baffled. One day they warn of a coming ice age. The next day they say the planet is getting too hot. When that stops happening, they point to any severe weather event as proof of a so-called configurable changing climate.

Friend1: It’s like every time they proclaim something, they have to revise it later on.

Friend2: Because no one knows. Nature is infinitely complex. You can develop a computer model to predict the future based on the input of past data, but that is still such a small sample size. The universe is billions of years old, and no one has the complete picture.

Friend1: And even if they did, there is no guarantee that the future will follow the same pattern. Anyway, a couple of issues to bring up. The first relates to the obvious lack of religious behavior in animals.

Friend2: They cannot engage in yajna. They have no concept of it.

Friend1: They still receive rain, though. Cows feed off the grass, which is due to the rain. Even carnivorous species can eventually link their diet back to rain.

Friend2: And you want to know how these people survive since they don’t engage in yajna.

Friend1: Exactly. There is also something I read in Shrimad Bhagavatam.

Friend2: What is that?

Friend1: When the wicked Hiranyakashipu took control over the world, the earth would produce grain without being plowed. It was so in fear of what that evil king would do that it didn’t rely on external factors.

Friend2: Yes, because Hiranyakashipu usurped the post of the demigods. He took over Indra’s kingdom. The demigods would worship him out of fear. When receiving oblations from sacrifice, Hiranyakashipu would not share with anyone else.

Friend1: Again, the question of grain production. There was no yajna that I know of. The earth produced regardless. Cows produced milk. Doesn’t this mean yajna is not the cause?

Friend2: Now you are getting somewhere.

Friend1: If you agree with me, aren’t you contradicting the Bhagavad-gita and Shri Krishna Himself?

Friend2: There is always a higher purpose to fulfill. Yajna is synonymous with Vishnu, who is the person Hiranyakashipu despised. The ultimate objective of any yajna is to please Vishnu. The rain and the grain that subsequently arrive aren’t that important.

Friend1: But they are to the people in need of food.

Friend2: Yes, that is the psychology of which Krishna takes advantage. He helps people come closer to Him. There is no other purpose to religion. Otherwise, stay the same as the animals, who don’t engage in yajna. They eat without a problem. They have no elaborate food storage systems, like pantries, refrigerators or freezers. They rely entirely on nature, and that is sufficient to live the average duration of life.

Friend1: Why should the human being engage in yajna, then?

Friend2: Follow the sacrifice recommended for the age. Pleasing the demigods is fine, but bypassing them you can still receive resources from nature. That is one of the lessons from the first Govardhana Puja. The people worshiped the nearby hill instead of Indra. This was at Krishna’s insistence. They weren’t penalized as a result. They still had plenty of food to eat, afterwards. Hiranyakashipu and others can attempt to rise as high as the demigods in a material existence, but there is always Krishna’s sanction in the background. He can give, and He can also take away. The earth was in fear of that father of Prahlada, but soon that reign of terror would end.

In Closing:

If rain supply to reduce,

How earth grain to produce?

And milk receiving how,

Since nothing to eat for cow?

Hiranyakashipu over heaven control taking,

But still earth and cows production making.

Meaning that yajna of higher purpose then,

Realized through Prahlada appearance when.
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Chapter 7  Three Praises That Likely Are Not Part Of A Eulogy
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“Materialists are very much advanced in enjoying money and women, yet dissatisfaction prevails within human society because human society cannot be happy and peaceful without Krishna consciousness. As far as material sense gratification is concerned, materialists may go on increasing their enjoyment as far as they can imagine, but because people in such a material condition are servants of their senses, they cannot be satisfied. Hiranyakashipu was a vivid example of this dissatisfied state of humanity.” (Shrila Prabhupada, Shrimad Bhagavatam, 7.4.19 Purport)

An important personality has passed. More to help the grieving family than anything else, there is a funeral ceremony held shortly after the departure. The final goodbye, getting closure after a typically unwanted and unwelcomed incident. The soul has moved on, but others are left to feel the separation.

At the ceremony friends and family are asked to speak. It is a tough speech to give, since there is strong emotion weighing on the heart. From the importance placed on certain aspects of material life, it is interesting to see what praises are generally not part of the eulogy.

1. They slept so much

You likely wouldn’t hear the following, as it is not considered complimentary:

“This man slept so much. I mean, they really got everything out of the sleeping arrangements. On average, ten hours a night. They didn’t require medicine or other physical aids. They were naturally able to take rest for that long. They had the softest mattress, with the most comfortable sheets and pillows. They sure knew how to relax.”

2. They ate so much

The following probably wouldn’t be included in the speech, either:

“Wow, could they put down food. An entire pizza in one sitting? Fifty chicken wings to devour in a contest? A twenty-four pack of beer? No sweat. They knew how to enjoy their food. They would eat gigantic meals, three times a day. More calories than with your typical Olympic athlete. They sure knew the meaning of the word ‘bhoga’.”
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