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Scene 1: The Canvas That Breathes
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The studio smelled of turpentine and dust, even though no brush had touched canvas in decades. The windows were shuttered, the light dim, yet the walls glowed faintly with color, as if the paintings themselves exhaled.

At the center of the room stood a single easel draped in a black cloth. Beneath it, the outline of a canvas pulsed faintly, like a heartbeat.
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