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​Introduction
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​In a world where appearances can be deceiving, Alex and Angie’s marriage seems flawless to everyone around them. Alex is the devoted husband, deeply adoring and respectful toward Angie, while she is the graceful wife who seems perfectly content by his side. But beneath the surface lies a different story—Angie, plagued by depression, has grown distant, and Alex begins to feel the strain of holding together a marriage that feels increasingly one-sided. When a perceptive old man shares a startling observation, Alex’s heart sinks, his trust shaken. Could Angie be hiding an affair with his best friend? Consumed by doubt, Alex’s anxiety spirals as he wrestles with the painful question of whether their love has been a carefully crafted illusion. 

​In this gripping tale of love, trust, and betrayal, follow Alex’s journey as he searches for the truth that could change everything.
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​Chapter 1: Beneath the Surface
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Alex’s life seems perfect on the outside; he’s a hardworking husband trying to meet the needs of his wife, Angie. Despite the constant emotional distance between them, he convinces himself that her happiness is his responsibility. His work consumes most of his time, and he finds solace in his quiet love for her, which keeps him going. Angie’s beauty is undeniable, her long, flowing hair the first thing that catches anyone’s eye. It’s a deep chestnut brown, cascading in gentle waves down her back, shiny and rich with a natural luster that frames her face. Her hair is often styled effortlessly, as if it requires no effort to look stunning. 

Her brown eyes are warm and inviting, but there’s a depth to them that hints at complexity, a hint of something unspoken behind her gaze. When she smiles, it's captivating—a flash of teeth and a curve of her lips that can light up a room, drawing people in. But despite her beauty, Angie is not one to wear her heart on her sleeve. There’s a strength in her, an air of confidence and control. She knows how to navigate social situations with finesse, and while she is charismatic, she keeps people at a distance, rarely allowing anyone to truly get close. Her charm comes with a sharpness, a sense of self-protection that makes her seem untouchable, as though she’s learned not to trust too easily.

Alex, in contrast, is tall and striking, with a presence that stands out in a room. His hair is dark, almost black, tousled in a way that looks effortless, and it perfectly complements his striking blue eyes—eyes that seem to reflect a depth of emotion and thought. He’s the kind of person whose gaze holds meaning, whose look can calm or reassure without a word. There’s an undeniable beauty in his soul, something that radiates from the inside out. People are drawn to him not just because of his looks, but because of the kindness and sincerity he exudes. Alex has a warmth about him that draws others in, making them feel safe and valued in his presence. He’s the type of person who doesn’t need to say much for others to feel comfortable around him. 

His beauty is not just in his outward appearance, but in the quiet goodness of his character—a beautiful soul that makes him stand apart. Together, Alex and Angie seem like opposites in many ways. Angie’s guardedness contrasts sharply with Alex’s openness, and while she may appear confident and tough, Alex’s gentle nature and sincerity show a different kind of strength. Their dynamic is complex, built on their differences and the deeper layers of their personalities that go beyond what meets the eye. Angie and Alex get invited to a housewarming party. Friends and family mingle, laughter and chatter filling the air as people celebrate a new beginning. Alex and Angie arrive hand in hand, a smile painted on her face, though a closer look might reveal its careful construction. 

Alex, as always, is dressed simply, a man of few words but much warmth. He takes a quick look around, admiring the care put into decorating the space, from the string lights casting a soft glow to the scent of fresh flowers lingering in the air. Angie is beside him, her hand wrapped around his arm, her laughter bright and quick as she waves at familiar faces.

“Alex, Angie!” calls out Maya, one of Angie’s friends, pulling them into a tight embrace. “Look at you two! Seven years married, and still acting like newlyweds. What’s the secret?”

Angie laughs, tilting her head onto Alex’s shoulder as she flashes a perfect smile. “Oh, you know,” she says with a shrug. “We make it work.”

Alex, never one for the spotlight, just chuckles and squeezes Angie’s hand. “We’ve been through a lot together. That helps, I think.”

Around them, a few friends chime in with admiring glances and nods. Some of the single friends murmur in awe at the couple's apparent closeness, while a few married friends exchange longing looks, hoping to recapture a spark they believe Alex and Angie still hold.

One of Alex's old college friends, Daniel, approaches with a grin. “Honestly, man, the way you look at her? We should all be taking notes,” he says, playfully nudging him. “What do you say, Angie? How do you keep this guy wrapped around your finger?”
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ANGIE LAUGHS AGAIN, her hand still holding Alex’s. 
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