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Enchanted Characters & Imagination: Great Balloon Chase
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By Don, Campbell[image: ]In the cheerful town of Puddlewick, even the clouds seemed to wear party hats when the balloon festival arrived. The streets buzzed with laughter, music, and the scent of cinnamon popcorn. Balloons of every imaginable shape—hearts, stars, dragons, cupcakes, and even a flying pickle—bobbed and swirled in the sky like a parade of dreams.

Zoe, age eight, stood in the middle of it all, clutching her mischievous orange cat, Jasmine. Jasmine squirmed in her arms, her tail flicking with curiosity and a hint of trouble. Zoe’s eyes sparkled—not at the balloons around her, but at one shimmering speck far above the clouds: the legendary Golden Balloon. It was said that whoever caught the Golden Balloon could make a single wish, and that wish—if pure of heart—would come true.
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