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1. Can’t Nightstand It

2. Five Minutes

3. Round The Wrong Bend

4. 4 Me 2 B

5. Everything’s Shit Without You

6. You And Me Both

7. Baby’s Waiting

8. Drawing A Butterfly

9. Cameraman

10. Head Around It

11. Telling Two Girls The Same Thing

12. Want In The World

13. Tell Jack The Ripper Hi

14. Borrowed Light

15. Jump For Death

16. I Lit A Fire

17. Stalactite

18. Underneath The Lightening

19. The Needles Never Stop

20. You Went Home

* * *
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None of the songs that were recorded for the Fire Diaries project were ever meant to be released. At least, not in their original versions. I’d just finished up a pretty hectic run of albums and EPs and wanted to try a different approach. The plan was to continue writing and recording, but without a view to any kind of official release. This music would be like demos. Maybe other people could record these songs or I could re-record them eventually. I could keep working, but without the pressure or expectations an album often imposes upon you. To anyone else, not much at all had changed, but my attitude was different. I almost tricked myself into carrying on doing I what I’d always done, but with less pressure on myself. There were batches of songs and each batch had similar aspects. They might be all electronic or all acoustic. They may all have no bass guitar or they might be piano-based. The earlier sessions were probably more stripped-down and sparse. Very much like demos would be. By the later sessions, the music was at least as elaborate as anything I’d done before, but it had crept up on me. After a year, I thought I’d better review everything and organise it all before things really got out of hand. I’d amassed a stack of material and a box set was even a possibility. In the end, I opted for a series of four albums with twenty songs on each one. Much more digestible.
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