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Author’s Introduction
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This book did not begin as a writing project. It began as a burden.

For many years, I have returned to the familiar account of David and Goliath, not because it is dramatic, but because it is revealing. The story exposes something that every generation of believers must confront—the danger of fear settling in where faith once stood.

The valley of Elah is not merely an ancient battlefield. It is a picture of moments when God’s people are present, prepared, and yet unmoving. The enemy stands boldly. The cause is clear. And still, silence lingers.

David’s question, “Is there not a cause?” has always struck me as more than youthful courage. It reveals clarity. David saw what others had grown accustomed to ignoring. He recognized that responsibility does not disappear simply because fear is loud.

Much of modern Christianity is well informed and well supplied. We have access to Scripture, history, and teaching in ways previous generations could not have imagined. Yet access does not automatically produce obedience. Knowledge alone does not move armies.

This book was written to explore that tension.

It is not an attempt to sensationalize conflict or to manufacture urgency. The urgency already exists. Eternal realities do not pause while believers grow comfortable. Causes remain whether they are acknowledged or not.

What follows is not a call to noise or recklessness. It is a call to awareness. Faithfulness often begins quietly—with recognition, responsibility, and a willingness to move when standing still is no longer acceptable.

David did not see himself as a hero. He saw himself as accountable. That distinction matters. God has always worked through those who respond to responsibility before recognition.

My prayer is that these pages will encourage reflection, honesty, and movement—not for the sake of activity, but for the sake of faithfulness. If even one reader recognizes the cause before them and chooses obedience, the purpose of this book will have been fulfilled.

The question remains the same now as it was then.

Is there not a cause?

Chapter 1
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A Valley Called Elah
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The valley of Elah lay quiet between two opposing hills, its stillness broken only by the occasional sound of armor shifting or a voice carried on the wind. On one ridge stood the armies of Israel. On the other, the Philistines. Both had come prepared for war. Neither had moved.

Scripture tells us that the Philistines had gathered their forces and encamped between Shochoh and Azekah, in a place known as Ephesdammim. Saul and the men of Israel answered the challenge and took their position across the valley. The stage was set. The armies were assembled. Yet day after day passed without a battle.

The reason stood in the valley.

Goliath of Gath emerged from the Philistine camp as a champion, a single representative chosen to face Israel. His size alone commanded attention. The biblical record carefully details his armor and weapons, not as needless description, but to explain the effect his presence had on those who saw him. Everything about him suggested power, experience, and certainty.

He issued a challenge that simplified the conflict. One man would fight for Israel. One man would fight for Philistia. Victory would determine the fate of both nations.

When Saul and the men of Israel heard his words, the Bible says they were dismayed and greatly afraid. Fear settled quickly and deeply. No one stepped forward. The army did not advance. They did not retreat either. They remained in place, watching the valley, waiting for something to change.

Each morning and evening, Goliath repeated his challenge. Forty days passed this way. The same words. The same fear. The same silence.

Israel had the appearance of readiness. Soldiers assembled in formation. Armor was worn. Weapons were carried. From a distance, it would have looked like an army prepared for action. In reality, they were immobilized. Fear had accomplished what force had not.

It is difficult to know when fear becomes normal, but it often happens quietly. What begins as shock turns into hesitation, and hesitation slowly becomes acceptance. The army grew accustomed to Goliath’s voice. His defiance became part of the routine. Forty days of inaction hardened into habit.

Into this stalemate walked a young shepherd named David.

He had not come to fight. He had been sent by his father with provisions for his brothers and instructions to check on their welfare. David obeyed, leaving the sheep behind and traveling to the battlefield with no expectation that his visit would become anything more than a brief errand.

When David arrived, he encountered the same scene that had repeated itself for weeks. The army assembled. The Philistine champion stepping forward. The challenge echoing across the valley.
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