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Scene 1: The Clock That Counts Backward
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The shop smelled of brass and oil, of dust and time. Gears lined the walls like constellations, each one cataloged, polished and waiting. Clocks ticked in layered rhythms - some fast, some slow, some not ticking at all.

Elena moved through the rows with practised grace, her fingers stained with grease, her apron stitched with tiny holes where springs had snapped. She was seventeen, and she had never left the shop.

Her father had built it from nothing.

And now he was gone.

The clocks kept ticking.

She stood before the centerpiece: a tall grandfather clock with a face of obsidian and hands of silver. It had no keyhole, no pendulum, no maker’s mark. Her father had called it “the impossible clock.”

It ticked backward.

Elena had asked him once what it measured. He’d smiled, touched her cheek and said, “Not time. Memory.”

Now, alone, she watched the hands unwind. Midnight became eleven. Eleven became ten.

Then at nine, the clock chimed.

Not a bell - a whisper.

She stepped closer. The whisper grew louder, curling into words she couldn’t quite understand. The air around the clock shimmered; for a moment, she saw her father - young, laughing, holding her hand in a garden that no longer existed.
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