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Everyone desires to be great, including you. The reason why you hold this book in your hand is because there is a craving for greatness within you. This craving refuses to go away no matter how we try to silence it. Even though many desire to be great, few discover the steps to uncover their greatness. As a result, they live without meaning and frustrations dog their path.

Several years ago, one of my long time friends in secondary school committed suicide, a born again brother who was a good singer. As we were in his burial ceremony, I wondered what would have made him think that there is no meaning in life by hanging himself. My mind raced back several years before when equally another born again brother drunk poison and died. These and many other cases are happening in our world every day. Year after year, the grave receives old and young men who would have become doctors, pilots, beauty pageants, among other prominent figures in our society. The reason why they die unfulfilled is because in their lifetime they failed to discover that within them lay greatness whose discovery would have changed the course of their lives eternally. Consequently, the greatness in them surrendered to prevailing circumstances. They forgot that between the sheets of trauma and trouble that they experienced, there lay greatness suited to succumb the vicissitudes of life but was never stirred to rise.

When God created man, he buried within him all that he would need to make impact on earth. We all have unique gifting, talents, capacities that define who we are.  The onus is on you to tap your God-given power to change yourself and your world. It is a tragedy when man cries to God for change of his circumstances, while He has already given him the answers he needs. In my view, it is a situation where man keeps looking up waiting for God to act, and God looking down waiting for man to act! I feel that the uncovering of the sleeping greatness within you will lead you to higher levels in the ladder of life. It is the little difference that makes you unique and gives you a competitive edge in your environment. You cannot exploit what is in you and then it fails to yield returns that will help you and the world around you. You do not choose your talents and personality or where you were born but there is a possibility of surprising your friends and foes by activating the capacity within you that awaits release. The discovery of this truth is every man’s treasure. You need to rob the grave of the treasure you carry.

The discovery of one’s greatness is one thing but its development is another hurdle that needs to be surmounted. If one discovers what is in him and he does not use it, it would have been better if he never discovered it in the first place. There is no gain without pain. There is no success without sacrifice. The development of your might will cost you. You must be willing to pay the cost. There is always the hidden price of greatness.

Great men have one thing in common: they go beyond their limitations to become what they envisaged in their mind’s eye. They go through the pain and various handicaps in their way to emerge as controllers of their life and destiny, with God’s help. 

Finishing strong is one of the things that everyone who desires to be great should think about. It is not how high you jump that matters but how straight you walk after the feet hit the ground. Are you willing to fight to the end? Will you burn brightly without burning out? The journey of greatness will take you through many challenges but it helps to remember that it is challenges that make champions.

The message of this book is that within each one of us lies greatness that can transition us from a life of unnecessary struggle to that of an undeniable achiever. This book is designed to make you uncomfortable with mediocre life and average state of accomplishment. It uncovers the strategies that are requisite for anyone intending to become the best they can be. The aim is to challenge and charge somebody to rise up and make a difference NOW so that they can change their life and that of their succeeding generations. The inspiration for this truth is drawn from reflection on the life of Biblical Gideon among other great men and women of our time. 

Hey! Uncover your Greatness! You were meant to conquer not to be conquered, prosper not to be pressured. There is something in you that can benefit you and the world! You need to take the opportunity to discover, develop and defend your greatness in order to make impact beyond your generation. 

Millions today are frustrated because they have dreams unrealized; they have been unable to translate their dream to reality. They refuse to decide to change. Although we cannot ignore the fact that other factors are involved in this creating reality, greater percentages find themselves in their respective positions based on the level of responsibility they have taken. Even among the most accomplished, it is said that they are only able to use a small percentage of the ability they have.

What does it take to uncover the greatness within you? If that is your cry, you are holding the right book in your hands. Read on.



​Chapter One
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​Wasted Greatness
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The non-discovery of one’s greatness is a great tragedy in life. Greatness is what you are capable of doing or becoming. It is the “latent, untapped, unexplored capacity within you”. As Wade Sadlier says “Your potential is everything you can become, everything you will achieve, and everything that lies within your future influence that will live on after you are gone.”​[1] If greatness is not utilized, it will haunt you for the rest of your life. The moment you discover that you never became what you were intended to be will arouse memories and feelings that will even cost you of your health. Many people die after retirement because it dawns to them that they never acquired what they wanted, they never built the bungalow they saw in the eyes of faith when they started working. They never bought the car of their dream. They never married the Miss world of their youth. The memories of what was lost that should have been gained emits poisonous juices within them that lead to terminal disease. It can be avoided! It is not too late!

[image: image]In Judges 6:1ff we notice that the people of Israel were being oppressed by the Midianites, yet God intended that they conquer their enemies. They were supposed to show the glory of God among other nations, but it seems like these same nations had a field day in their midst. The oppression was so much that they left their homes to live in the clefts of the rock. (Judges 6:2). Likewise, God wired you up with certain abilities that if not realized, you will never blame God for what did not happen but God will judge you on the great day of accountability when you will stand before the Father and give an account of what you did with what you got.
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