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Introduction
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Sometimes there are traces of truth and reality in works of fiction. 

Sometimes an author has to develop a plot that is based on true and actual observations by insisting that the characters and events are only the results of his imagination.

Readers may find that there are people and events in The Death of a Thai Godfather that show a close resemblance to their own observations of life in Thailand.

In any case, adopt a willing suspension of disbelief as if you are watching a thriller movie. Even some of the unbelievable scenes in the early James Bond films can now be viewed as quite credible. A few of the “gadgets” produced by Q for Bond’s escapades have become fully functional today and we don’t blink an eye.

There are two sides to Mafias. 

The violence, the murders, the utter ruthlessness, and the absolute contempt for law and order. And yes, there are examples in some of the true accounts in The Death of a Thai Godfather.

But there is a second side, showing family loyalty and respect to those who are involved in the various businesses of the Parin empire and who become friends of the Godfather.

I acknowledge, without giving names, all those who have assisted in providing actual material when I began writing this novel. Much is also from my own observations. I am sure that many of you have made similar observations, in whatever country you live.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Getting to Know the Parin Family
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Anilek is the forty-six year old head of the family. A market trader, well respected and liked in the local community. 

His wife, Dokmai, was crippled from a motor cycle accident which left her stressed and nervous. She rarely speaks and is 42 years old.

Jatoopawn is the eldest son. He studies art in the evenings at the local university. He is in his second year and is gay. Nok is his steady boyfriend.

Chanarong, the second eldest, is seen as a hot tempered fellow who is always in trouble. A womaniser and a bit of a tough guy. Spends a lot of time away from the family home. “On business,” he says.

Tawin is the youngest son and his ambition is to be a teacher. 

Nongkran is the only daughter and in her late twenties. She is a bit of a snob, spoilt by her father. Dates men regularly although she constantly comes back to her American soldier boyfriend, Oliver.

Pinsinnee is Tawin’s girlfriend and later becomes his wife.

Paiboon is Chanarong’s illegitimate son who is not really accepted in the family. 

Somsee, Nongkran’s daughter, later works within the family.

Dooang Jai, Tawin and Pinsinnee’s son, is still in school.

Arisart is not a blood relative but is regarded as an uncle in the family.

––––––––
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A short glossary of Thai words is provided in the final pages for easy reference. 
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Chapter 1. In the Market
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It had stopped raining and the market traders were uncovering their stalls to display the goods they were hoping to sell when customers returned to the narrow alleyways of the market. It was Thailand’s rainy season and sudden heavy storms were frequent.
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