
  
  [image: ]




  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        The Hidden Door
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        I Dream of a Gold Tiara
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        The Treasure Hunt is On
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        A Secret Passageway
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        The Hidden Library
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
         Fairies Are Real
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        Tally Meets The Shee
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
         The Prophecy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        9.
        
        Quest to Save the Ring Fort
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        10.
        
        Good News!
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        11.
        
        The Ring Fort is in Danger
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        12.
        
        The First Artifact
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        13.
        
        Good News & Bad News
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        14.
        
        The Second Artifact
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        15.
        
        The Third Artifact
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        16.
        
        A Spooky Graveyard & an Evil Cat
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        17.
        
        The Fourth Artifact
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        18.
        
        The Fifth Artifact
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        19.
        
        The Sixth Artifact
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        20.
        
        The Final Artifact
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        21.
        
        A Fresh Start
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Book of Neve
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Book of Dara
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Sídhe 
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Authors
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    

  


  
  

1

The Hidden Door





My name is Tally and I'm 10 years old. I spend my days hanging around a spooky old convent. 

In case you don’t know, a convent is a place where nuns live. And in case you don’t know what a nun is, a nun is a person who spends her days praying and doing good works. 
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Anyway, as I was saying, I spend my days exploring a spooky old convent. One day, out of the blue, I stumbled on a hidden door. 

But before I get to that, first let me tell you a little bit about me. You’re probably wondering why I don’t go to school. Well, my parents are poor and can't afford the school fees. They can only afford to pay for one kid, so my older brother Dara is the one who gets to go. 

My best friend Neve also goes to school. Neve is an only child, so her parents were able to scrape together the money to pay for her. Dara and Neve tell me about the amazing things they learn at school - Science and Math and other cool stuff.

I go to work with my mam. She has a job as a washer woman at the convent. It's really hard work. She stands all day washing the nun's clothes by hand. Mam says we're lucky she has a job as it pays the rent on our cottage in the village. 

The wash house where my mam works is a shabby stone hut at the back of the convent. It has no door or window frames, so it’s a dark gloomy place.

When I say I go to work with my mam, I don’t actually do any work. But don't get the wrong idea. Doing nothing all day is not as fun as it sounds. I'm supposed to keep myself busy, stay out of trouble and never let the nuns see me. That's harder than you might think.

The convent looks like a castle from Grimm's fairy tales. It’s super creepy and spooky looking, inside and out. It has tons of stairs, hundreds of rooms, towers, gargoyles, and huge doors. 

[image: ]

I must admit, it does have some advantages for a kid like me with a big imagination. I spend my days exploring nooks and crannies. That’s how I found a hidden door. 

One of my favourite things to do is slide up and down the polished hallway in my socks. So, one morning, I'm sliding up and down on the second floor when I hear a door creak open.

I’ve become an expert at hiding from the nuns, so I hide behind one of the statues that line the hallway. I make myself as small as I can. I'm just in the nick of time, because Sister Benignus (Ben-ig-nus) storms out of a side room. She hurries by, inches away from where I'm hiding.

[image: ]

Let me tell you something about Sister Benignus. She’s a nasty piece of work. She teaches Kindergarten but she hates kids. Go figure! They don't much like her either. In fact, her nickname is Sister Big Knickers and if she catches me I'm toast.

Anyway, back to my story. While I’m crouched down behind the statue hiding from Big Knickers, I feel a breeze on the back of my neck. It’s coming from the wall behind me. After Big Knickers is gone, I check it out. 

Ello, ello, ello, what’s this then, matey? Hmmm! I sense right away it's a hidden door. I try to pry it open. No luck.

It’s almost time for mam and me to leave for home so I decide to try again tomorrow. I scoot down the backstairs to where mam is folding laundry. Her face looks tired after a long day's work.

“Tally, where in blue blazes have you been all afternoon?”

“Nowhere. Just playing.”

“Not getting into the nun’s business, I hope. I can't afford to lose this job.”

“I was just looking around mam,” I say innocently.

“Tally, try to stay out of trouble. I mean it.”








  
  

2

I Dream of a Gold Tiara





Ihelp mam carry the baskets of laundry to the convent kitchen before we set off for home. We live in the small village of Cloone, which is a 20-minute walk from the convent. 

It’s a typical Irish evening - rainy, cold and windy. Water seeps in through the holes in my shoes and soaks my only pair of socks. 

But cold wet feet don’t stop me from thinking about all the treasure the secret door might be hiding - gold, jewels, coins, maybe even a tiara!

When we get back home my older sister Alma is setting out our supper of baked beans on toast and a cup of tea. Not baked beans again! Yuck! I hate baked beans. I keep that thought to myself because I know it's all the food we have. 

Da greets us as we come in, "Nora, Tally."  

He gets up from his chair by the fire and sits at the table for supper. “Bitter cold night out there tonight Nora,” he says, his eyes meeting mam's as she hangs up her coat.

“Tis, Pat,” says mam. “Any luck at the fish plant?”

“No,” da sighs. “Looks like no work ‘til Spring.”

Da has been out of work for months. Every day he sets off to search for a new job, but no luck yet. We get by on mam’s wages from her job at the convent.

“Aye,” mam says. I can tell by the look on her face that she’s worried.

“I’ll be heading over to the new building site tomorrow, though,” da says. “Joe told me they might be looking for workers, short-term like.”  

“Better than nothing,” mam sighs.

When he hears us come in, my older brother Dara comes out of the back bedroom where he's been doing his homework.

“Mam, Tally,” he greets, cheerfully.

I admit it. I resent Dara because he gets to go to school every day. I really want to learn how to read, so I try to teach myself at home. Dara helps me out sometimes with hard words if I get stuck. Neve helps me too if I ask her, but I don't ask for help very often because I feel embarrassed that I can't read.
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We eat our supper in silence, but I can't stop thinking about the secret door. I can’t wait for us to finish eating so I can tell Dara my exciting news. 

After we wash the dishes, me and Dara go to the back bedroom, and I tell him about my discovery.

Dara shakes his head and scoffs, “Tally, you've got a wild imagination. Hanging around that spooky old building all day with nothing to do is messing with your head.”

“Well, how’s that my fault?” I shout back at him. “You know I’d rather be in school!”

I’m upset that Dara doesn't believe me. He's not just my brother, he's my best friend. We always have each other’s back.

I storm out, slamming the door behind me and go into my bedroom. My sister Alma glares at me from her bed on the other side of the room we share. 

“What’s got into you?” she snaps. 

“Nothing!” I snap back at her and get ready for bed.

[image: ]

It's a stormy night. The wind is howling, and rain is pelting against the window. I can’t stop thinking about what might be hidden behind the secret door - maybe pirate’s treasure. Or maybe just dusty old boxes and furniture. Finally, I drift off to sleep.
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