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Cosmologists tell us that in a universe which is infinite (or, at least, unimaginably vast), every conceivable possibility must actually exist, somewhere or other.

So we might conclude that somewhere in the universe there is a planet very, very similar to our Earth.

Such is the planet Ra’eth. It closely resembles Earth in every way. Its continents are similar in shape to Earth’s and it’s inhabited by a sentient species so similar to homo sapiens that if you passed a Ra’ethan in the street, you would notice nothing remarkable about her or him.

Even Ra’ethan history, culture and technology bear an astonishing resemblance to ours.

And like us Earthlings, the Ra’ethans could go either way. They could have a bright future, or they could throw it all away through greed and stupidity.

And, just like us, they have wondered for centuries whether there might be intelligent life elsewhere in the cosmos.

More to the point, if, one day, alien beings visited Ra’eth, would they come as friends ... or exterminators?
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On Day 78 of Year 9511, Ra’eth’s orbital telescopes detected an unknown object entering the outer fringes of the Ra’ethan star system at extremely high velocity. Nothing like this had ever been seen before.

About 10 kilometres in diameter, the object was a perfectly featureless grey disc apparently made of a semi-reflective (metallic?) material. Most amazing of all, it was observed to change direction several times while negotiating the orbits of the System’s gas giants.

No natural phenomenon known to Ra’ethan science could behave in such a manner. There could be no doubt about it: this was an artificial object – a space vehicle of some kind.

At long last, the aliens had arrived!

The history books would call this event The First Visitation.

Now the Ra’ethans knew for a fact that they were not alone in the universe.

But was this good news or bad news?
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Over the next three days the vast alien ship weaved its way through the outer reaches of the System, apparently scrutinizing each gas giant in turn. Then, having leap-frogged over the Asteroid Zone, it made a landing on Ah’reez, the System’s fourth planet, adjacent to Ra’eth itself. And there it remained for four days – seemingly inert, inactive – for reasons unknown.
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