
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
 


 


UFOs Over

Lake Michigan

 


A Weather Observers Tale

 


[image: tmp_73a3a2b8da49db3c9f0c49d8fe967b87_q67Lr__html_m5a12e0c2.jpg]

 


 


Copyright 2024 by Douglas M. Dubrish

 


All rights reserved

Created in the U.S.A.

 


 


 








 


 


 


The term "UFO" (Unidentified Flying Object)
has been heavily associated with extraterrestrial theories and
popular culture, which often led to skepticism and ridicule. By
adopting "UAP," (Unidentified Aerial Phenomenon) officials aimed to
reframe the discussion in a more serious, scientific context,
encouraging rigorous analysis without the baggage of decades of pop
culture associations and sensationalism.

 


This book is about aerial phenomenons that
are indeed flying objects, which I will call UFO’s.

 


 


 



Introduction




It has been just over 30 years since that
Tuesday night when multiple sightings of Unidentified Flying
Objects were sighted over the skies of Lake Michigan, just south of
Muskegon.

 


Over 300 accounts of UFO sightings were
observed in Muskegon, Ottawa, Berrien and Allegan counties of Lower
Michigan during the week beginning March 8th of 1994.

 


The Weather Service Office at Muskegon played
a role in that hectic night. The weather observer at the time was
able to detect objects on the weather radar screen and then, by use
of the Remote Height Indicator (RHI), find the altitude of the
various objects. The RHI detector can display changes in height
when used in the manual mode.

 


I was on staff at the National Weather
Service Muskegon when this occurred. I was not the observer at the
time. However, I spoke at length with the observer who was a
colleague of mine. We worked together shortly after the incident
and he relayed the details of what happened.

 


When things of this nature occur in the
federal government, discussing such experiences beyond close
colleagues would have invited labels of unintelligence and
unsophistication, potentially hindering any professional
advancement. You had to maintain the status quo.

 


Lights in the skies over Lake Michigan were
nothing new at the National Weather Service Office in Muskegon. It
happened frequently. Every observer at the station saw UFOs,
especially when taking weather observations during the evening
shift from 4 pm – midnight or on the mid-shift from 12 midnight to
8am. However, UFOs can happen at any time of day. The UFOs were
never reported and rarely talked about. Watching UFOs in the skies
over Lake Michigan was and is an everyday occurrence, just ask the
residence along the Lake Michigan shoreline.

 


My indoctrination into UFOs was not at the
WSO Muskegon. It was during my military service in the U.S. Air
Force as an Air Traffic Controller stationed at the Naval Air
Station on Boca Chica Key in the Florida Keys.

 


Then when I transferred to Alaska there were
also UFOs. I was stationed at the Murphy Dome Air Force Site in
1973 where I watched unidentified flying objects over what later
became known as the Alaskan Triangle.

 


The U.S. Air Force's Murphy Dome Air Force
Station in Alaska, which was part of the early warning radar
defense network during the Cold War, was decommissioned in 1983.
Murphy Dome, located near Fairbanks, played a role in monitoring
potential air threats during its operational years. After its
decommissioning, the site was repurposed for other uses, and the
radar facilities were no longer in active military service.

 


It should be noted that the Automated Surface
Observing System (ASOS) program, which modernized and automated
weather observations in the United States, was largely completed by
the late 1990s. The initial deployment of ASOS units began in the
early 1990s, and the installation was substantially completed by
1998.

 


After the Automated Surface Observing System
(ASOS) was implemented and completed in the late 1990s, the
National Weather Service (NWS) underwent a significant
restructuring process. As a result, approximately 116 NWS offices
were closed or consolidated. This restructuring was part of a
broader modernization and streamlining effort, which aimed to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of weather observation and
forecasting services.

 


In this book, I share my observations of
UFOs, captured through Air Traffic Control Radar, National Weather
Service Radar, and my experiences as a certified Weather Observer
and Pilot Weather Briefer. With the rollout of the ASOS program and
the subsequent closure of 116 National Weather Service Offices
nationwide, the need for certified weather observers to manually
record weather conditions by going outside hourly has vanished.
This change has significantly decreased the regular sightings of
UFOs by certified professionals, though such reports were rarely
documented officially. ASOS does not account for this kind of
activity. While ASOS might save money in the long run, I believe it
does a disservice to the aviation community.
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Chapter 1

 Radar Blips

 


When the UFO incident in Muskegon occurred on
March 8th of 1994 I had already been in the National Weather
Service for over 18 years. I had duty assignments at the Weather
Forecast Office in Jackson, Mississippi; Weather Service Office in
Longview, Texas; Weather Service Office in Key West, Florida; and
the Weather Service Office in Beckley, West Virginia. I arrived in
Muskegon on Sunday, January 3rd of 1988 ready to start my new duty
assignment on Monday.

 


With 18 years in the National Weather Service
under my belt, I had extensive experience with the intricacies of
various radar systems, such as the Weather Service Radar 57, 74s,
and 74c. My career saw me issuing critical weather
warnings—tornado, severe thunderstorm, flash flood, wind chill, and
more. My duties ranged from vicinity and marine forecasts to
inter-coastal waterway forecasts in the Florida Keys. Training at
the National Weather Service Technical Training Center in Kansas
City, Missouri, further honed my skills.

 


Throughout my career, I refined my techniques
in observation, analysis, and data collection. I regularly briefed
domestic and international pilots and contributed to updating
technical papers and station duty manuals. I share this to assure
you that the insights in this book come from a well-grounded,
professional background.
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