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Chapter 1: Vagrancy and You






Since time immemorial, vagrancy has been a
vital aspect of any human society. Wherever there was a man or
woman down on their luck, generous individuals were ready and able
to lend a helping hand. It is an integral aspect of human nature.
It is hard-wired into our consciousness. We cannot, as a society,
allow those to go without basic needs. Sure some will ignore the
homeless, and others might be more hostile. Yet there exists the
kindhearted majority that will freely give of their loose change in
hopes that it will make all the difference in another’s life.

There are some cultural differences in how
the misfortunate are treated. In India, for example, The
unfortunate are considered to be a part of the lowest caste - the
untouchables - and are not allowed to attend schools. These people
are often ignored by the rest of society. In contrast, vagrants in
America are often able to obtain free medical care, and even
subsistence assistance from the state governments. While they still
sleep on the streets, they can get a decent place to stay if
anti-vagrancy laws lead to their arrest. County jail is no Holiday
Inn, but it is often better than a park bench.

Historically, the underprivileged of society
were not as cared for as their are in most of the modern world
today. Most ancient societies emphasized personal ability and
performance as a sense of self worth. How much food could be
provided by a man’s hunting and gathering skills was related to his
place of authority in the village. Those that were unable to
provide a product or service of value to the village would be left
to their relatives to receive food and shelter. The first real
societal change came about with the Jewish religion. One of their
religious tenets specifically requires that the poor, orphans, and
widows are fed. This came as a refreshing change of pace for the
ancient vagrants of Israel. Some have even speculated that the
Jewish need for social reforms arose out of their disdain of their
Egyptian oppression.

These social reforms continued in Modern
America with the many social programs developed to help the less
fortunate in times of need. Today, there is a whole generation of
Americans living their lives without a worry or care thanks to
these amazing and revolutionary programs. Their bills are paid,
their food is paid for, and they live a life of ease. However,
these benefits are not for everyone. They often favor those with
lower incomes as well as minorities. How can the working class man
or woman get a piece of this free-money pie? Sadly, they cannot.
That pie is not for everyone.

Yet, there is another way to get a taste of
social welfare without the legalities of “personal need.” The
answer is simple: panhandling. This has been the preferred method
of choice for the poor and infirmed to receive aid from their
fellow man. They would gather in the market places, waiting for a
generous soul to give them a small piece of their wealth. Now you
too can get a piece of that action.
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