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        You cannot own your story if your story owns you.

        

      

    

  


  
    
      This book is dedicated to every circumstance and person who came into my life with the intent to hurt me. It is because of your dedication, hard work and efforts that I have received a true understanding of my strength and identity in Christ. What you meant for evil was what God used for my good. You have helped me to become God’s BRICKMAN.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
        You must give yourself permission to embrace the concept that no part of your life has ever been wasted.
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        God never promises easy, but He does promise possible.

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        “To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure; to find Him, the greatest human achievement.”

        AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO

      

        

      

      Every great adventure story must have five key components present in order to make a tale of adventure compelling as well as inspiring. What you are about to read is the adventure story of how I discovered the answers to two of the biggest questions of my life. They also happen to be the two biggest questions we as human beings ask as we go through this life.

      Question #1: Why am I here?

      Why I am on this earth, and out of everything I have been through in my life, why am I still alive?

      Question #2: Why does God allow difficulty in my life if He truly loves me?

      If it is true that God is love and that He loves us with an all-consuming love, then why does He allow so many bad things to happen to so many good people? It seems as if God is not very fair in the way He deals with people.

      These are both tremendously deep questions, but as deep as they are they are also answerable through a perspective of faith. It is through the lens of faith that I want show you my findings when I asked God those two questions. His answer was amazing because He helped me see how He equips us even at the earliest stages of life with a sense of purpose and a message we are to speak to the world.

      Life is an adventure in every sense of the word. This is the adventure of how I discovered my not so secret identity. Like any great adventure story, my story of discovery contains all five main components that must be present in order to make a tale of adventure compelling as well as inspiring.

      An adventure story must contain an element of high endeavor. It is the ability to think big about who you are, how you live, and what you can do in the world.

      An adventure story must contain a level of absolute commitment. This is a spirit of willingness which embraces challenge, moves toward success with confidence and belief in the face of challenge.

      An adventure story must contain an unexpected outcome. A predetermined outcome is not an adventure, but a packaged experience or amusement ride. Life is uncertain so get comfortable with it! It is the acknowledgement that there will be adversity and unease, but that an uncertain outcome is a rewarding gift of possibility.

      An adventure story must contain a determination in spite of adversity. It is our ability to be resilient in the face of challenges, our willingness to laugh, and use humor and grace during difficult situations.

      Adventure contains the introductions and sustainment of great companionship. While our lives can sometimes feel solitary, we can't do life alone.

      My story of adventure weaves back and forth between several significant moments in my life that weave together to bring me to my discovery. It was this discovery that set me free of living under the pressures of a performance based acceptance mindset I had allowed to define my relationship with God and others in my life. Through this story you will see how I discovered my identity. Your identity will always bring an understanding of your purpose.

      Thank you for joining me on this adventure!

      
        
        Daniel
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        Broken fragments are the new purposed path. The things we look at as just trivial everyday occurrences are part of a much bigger path.
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            THE ADVENTURE BEGINS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        “Nobody who says, ‘I told you so’ has ever been, or will ever be, a hero.”

        URSULA K. LE GUIN

      

        

      

      Every one of us has at one point in our lives asked two great questions from life.

      
        	Why am I here?

        	Why does God allow difficulty in my life if He truly loves me?

      

      These are both great questions; however most people will spend years of their life asking these questions with seemingly no answer to be found. The questions are right, but often the order in which we ask them is wrong. I speak from experience because I spent the majority of my life asking these questions in the wrong order until one day I was forced to ignore the first question and ask the second question instead. Reversing the order of these two questions changed me because finding the answer to the second question immediately opened the door of answer to the first.

      The answers to both of these questions showed me I had been on a path of discovery for these answers my whole life, and throughout the adventure of my life the answers had been in plain sight all along. If you have struggled with these two questions in your life I would like to invite you to read my adventure story. Through my story I believe you will be helped to find the answers to these two great questions of life and ultimately be strengthened in your identity, purpose, and life message.
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      For me, this adventure began on a specific day when I was just a boy so we need to take a quick flashback to the beginning.   Well, not that far back but close. We need to go back to me as kid.

      This is where the aspect of high endeavor comes into play. This picture was taken in the 90 degree summer heat. Yes, I am wearing a knit stocking cap on my head. Why? Because on this particular summer day I decided that I wanted more out of life than to just go through it and die. I wanted to make an impact and help people who were in danger of hurting themselves or others in reckless choices. I decided on that 90 degree summer day the best way to do this was to become something greater than just Dan. I decided to become The Amazing Spiderman! This was a major factor in my story because the endeavor to want more out of life, even at a young age, was leading me to ask question number 1.

      WHY AM I HERE?

      It is amazing to me how the thoughts we think and events that take place in our lives as children shape and equip us to reach our intended life goals. No matter how sheltered or unsheltered your childhood was, everything you went through was part of a forming process for you. Through that forming process you were given everything you needed in order to speak a given message with your life. Every event in your life contains an element of value in regards to your purpose.

      I have had the privilege of speaking with people who have felt as if they had years of their life that were wasted or stolen from them. What I am discovering as I speak with people about purpose is that their life’s adventure story is not unlike my own in the fact their answers were also presented to them at a young age. What prevented them from seeing their answers is not their inability to ask the right questions when looking at the past, but rather their inability to ask correctly for the answers. My younger years contain many memories I have wished were not there because they seemed to be so unfair. Because of my desire to block things from my memory I was unknowingly preventing myself from seeing something valuable in my quest to find answers to my two biggest questions in life.

      In order to discover the value from my forming years I needed to take two major steps. These steps are not always easy to take, but they are possible.

      
        
        God never promises easy, but He does promise possible.

        

      

      
        
        Give yourself permission to accept your past as something that is part of your story.

        

      

      Giving yourself permission to accept your past, good or bad, as something that was part of your story is vital. It does not mean you condone everything that happened in your past, but it does mean you recognize your life, like a book, contains chapters that make up a story. Some chapters you enjoy and some you would never want to read again, but those chapters are your story. There have been chapters in my life where my story seemed terrible but the willingness to embrace those chapters as part of my story gave me the freedom to flip back through the book and discover portions which contained extreme value in my search to find a meaning for the book in the first place. You cannot own your story if your story owns you.

      
        
        Give yourself permission to embrace the concept that no part of your life has ever been wasted.

        

      

      If you struggle or have struggled with feelings of having years of your life that were wasted in regards to events in your past, let me show you something God showed me in my own struggle with feelings of wasted years. I love the passage in John’s gospel where Jesus reveals Himself to His disciples for the second time after the crucifixion. At first glance Jesus was standing on the shore beside a small campfire, but one thing I am learning as I grow in my understanding of God is to always look again. Always look again when it comes to God and to the things He does in your life, and then be willing to ask the right questions.

      
        
        
          
        “As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.”

        JOHN 21:9-14

      

      

        

      

      Here is Jesus standing by the fire with a simple meal that reveals a tremendous picture of the heart of God to His disciples and to us. I cannot help but look again at this story and ask an overly obvious question. It’s often in our willingness to ask the over obvious that we find the most simplistic and extraordinary of answers.  They could have had any meal, but the meal Jesus chose to have on the coals waiting for them was a simple meal of bread and fish.

      The question to ask is about the meal choice. Why bread and fish, and when was the last time they shared a meal of bread and fish?

      
        
        
          
        “And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, this is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.”

        JOHN 6:11-14

      

      

        

      

      Not too long before this moment on the beach there was another get together on a hillside by the sea where 5,000 men and even more women and children were gathered to hear Jesus speak. In that story we see the bread and fish meal mentioned for the first time, but it was the end of this story that brings the second mention into a beautiful focus.

      
        
        
          
        “When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.”

        JOHN 6:12-13

      

      

        

      

      This leads back to the question about the meal choice. Why bread and fish, and when was the last time they shared a meal of bread and fish?

      
        
        
          
        “Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.”

        JOHN 21:13

      

      

        

      

      I truly believe Jesus was making it very clear that nothing about our life is wasted. No matter how broken you may find yourself at times, He is not about letting any moment of your life go to waste. He was reminding a boat load of broken men there was nothing about them or what they had experienced that was wasted. The same message can then be applied to us.

      
        
        
          
        “And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”

        2 CORINTHIANS 5:18-21

      

      

        

      

      Broken fragments are the new purposed path. The things we look at as just trivial everyday occurrences are part of a bigger plan.

      
        
        
          
        “A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.”

        PROVERBS 16:9

      

      

        

      

      So, here I was as a boy making a solemn decision to become a masked wall climbing superhero. Little did I know how this decision was going to shape a unique path of understanding that would change everything about my life.

      I do not hide the fact that I am a Superman fan, but my introduction to superhero comic books was ushered in through "The Amazing Spider Man.” I was able to identify a lot with Peter Parker. So it was no surprise these were the stories I gravitated to as a kid. I think the image of Mary Jane standing in the doorway of Aunt May's house saying, "Face it tiger, you just hit the jackpot." was permanently embedded in my seven year old mind and the criteria of the perfect girl was officially raised. I mean, who wouldn't want to be able to swing through the canyons of sky scrapers in New York City or swoop in and save the fabulous Mary Jane or the stunning Gwen Stacey from certain doom only to be rewarded with a kiss? It was magic, and I think that reading these stories as a boy is what helped me develop an ability to write and convey thoughts the way I do. Mental pictures created by written captions.

      As a boy who wanted to be more than the average person, the choice to become Spiderman with my life was not a decision to be taken lightly. So after much planning and preparation I began my intensive training regimen. I spent my summer afternoons carefully perfecting my craft of climbing up the side of porches and over backyard fences. I swung on the tire rope swing until I had mastered the art of letting go and landing on my feet. I carefully tucked that bright red ski mask in my back pocket as I left the house each day in order to ensure my secret identity as Danny, but once safely out of sight I became the famous web slinger. I visualized adversaries and defeated each of them in imaginary and colorful battles with tremendous feats of great strength and courage. This in itself took dedication to the dream because a knit red ski mask gets entirely too sweaty and itchy in 90 degree heat, but if Spiderman could do it then I could too!
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