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you up? (2:13 a.m.)
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i typed

“you up?”

and erased it

seven times.

then sent

“hey”

because

even desperation

has a dress code.

you replied

“lol hey”

like we didn’t spend

last summer

writing poems

on each other’s skin

in languages

no one taught us.

i tried to say

“i miss you”

but autocorrect

offered

“i mess you”

and maybe that

wasn’t wrong.

we talk in screenshots now—

half flirts,

half ghosts.

you send a meme

about dating being hard,

i heart it,

pretend it isn’t about us.

you ask if i’ve seen

your favorite show’s new season.

i say no.

i watched it twice.

the truth is,

my pillows still whisper

your name

like they’re trying

to summon something

softer

than goodbye.

you say

“i might come over.”

i say

“cool.”

but what i mean is

please.

and when you don’t,

i blame traffic,

the weather,

your phone dying,

even though

we both know
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